
              THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
                          Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 

                         Tuesday 10 May 2016.                              
 
Present;           
Cllrs; V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), T.Mycock (Vice Chair), R.Bould, G.Brown,V.Forster, 
D.Gibbins, D.Johnston and J.Player. 
Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.     
    
1.Appointment of Chair 2016/2017                   
Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus was nominated as Chair by Cllr D.Johnston, it was seconded 
by Cllr G.Brown. 
The Chair duly signed the Acceptance of Office 
 
2.Appointment of Vice - Chair 2016/2017 
Cllr T.Mycock was nominated as Vice Chair by Cllr V.Forster, it was seconded by  
Cllr J.Player. 
 
3.Appointment of Working Parties –  
Maintenance and Gardens, Cllrs; E.De Dombal, G.Brown, T.Mycock and V.Forster. 
Finance, Cllrs; J.Player, D.Gibbins and V.Goodall-Fawcus. 
Newsletter; Cllrs; V.Forster, E.De Dombal, G.Brown, V.Goodall-Fawcus and G.Castle 
Planning, Cllrs; R.Bould, G.Brown and D.Johnston. 
Youth and Playground, Cllrs; T.Mycock, J.Player, G.Brown.and R.Myers. 
 
4.Apologies.                              
Cllr.E.De Dombal.                      
 
5.Ethical Code. 
No interests were disclosed.                    
 
6.Representations. 
(a)There were no representations. 
b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 
c) There were no Ward Councillors present. 
   
7.Confidentiality.  
There were no items requiring exclusion of the public or press.  
 
8.Police. 
PCSO Leighton presented the crime report for April 16. 
There were three recorded incidents all involving motor vehicles, one being on 
Ellerker Road and two taking place on Main Street. 
Comment was made that there had been two crimes committed involving houses, as 
these had taken place in May, it was expected they would be noted on the next 
Police report. 
 
9.Minutes.  
The minutes of the meeting held on 05 April 2016, were approved and signed by the 
Chair Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus. 
 
10.Planning applications. 
Members duly noted the applications received, in particular; 



Application 16/01811/FU, which was a retrospective application for an exercise track at 
Thorner Primary School, comment was made about the bright colours, but the reason for 
this was to assist visually impaired children. 
Application 16/02314/FU, for a single storey side extension at Laurel Dene on Claypit Lane, 
the Clerk was asked to submit a comment stating that the application lacked detail with 
regard to existing and proposed plans. 
 
11.Financial Matters. 
11.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for May 2016, 
these were approved for payment. 
 
Cheque Number;  Payee;   Details; £ Amount;                       
100779   Morrisons  Stamps     10.26 
100780   B.Riley   Salary    378.90 
100781   Thorner Victory Hall Room Hire     20.00 
100782   D.Thompson  Gardening   210.00 
100783   Came & Company Insurance   413.50 
100784   Marsland Timber Timber      59.14 
100785   Bright Sparks  Inspection   222.00 
100786   Post Office  Telephone     75.27 
Direct Debit  NPower  Electric      57.87 

  TOTAL       £ 1446.94 
 
11.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the bank reconciliation and report on 
the receipts, payments, balances for April 2016. 
11.3 Following discussion it was agreed to appoint Yorkshire Internal Audit Services, to 
conduct the internal audit. 
11.4 Having previously discussed the provision of funding for the following community 
events; Queen’s Birthday and the Tour De Yorkshire, the Clerk was asked to ascertain a 
detailed summary of the costs involved supported by invoices. 

 
12.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide action as 
detailed:  
12.1 Highways – The Clerk was asked to report a pot hole at the junction of Kirkfield 
Avenue and Bramham Road.  
Further to comments made at the Annual Parish meeting, the Clerk was asked to contact 
Leeds CC Highways about the possibility of a lay-by on Stead Lane to alleviate traffic 
problems and the installation of cameras at the bus stops on Church Hill and Main Street. 

 
13.Village Maintenance 
Cllr T.Mycock informed members that work had commenced on the flower beds and the 
grass cutting contract was being implemented. 
13.1 Gardens - The Clerk had now contacted a pest control company to deal with the 
problem of rats, Cllr T.Mycock had met with the company on site and arranged a plan of 
action. Following discussion it was agreed that an estimate would be requested and subject 
to a limit of £300, it was agreed to proceed with the work being carried out given the 
urgency of the situation. It was suggested that the introduction of metal plates to assist in 
the allocation of plots be considered, a quotation for such work would be obtained. 
13.2 Benches - Nothing to report. 
13.3 Grass cutting - Further to the Clerk contacting the VHMC (minute 10.2 April), the 
problem had, despite assurances, not been dealt with. He had therefore contacted them 
again following which a response had been received with a suggestion that a meeting be 
held to discuss the situation. Following discussion it was agreed that a meeting was not 
necessary the  VHMC would be asked to adhere to the terms of the Agreement and resolve 
the matter. 



13.4 Snow clearing - Nothing to report. 
13.5 Boules shelter - An inspection had been carried out which had resulted in electrical 
equipment found being used which was not evidenced as having been PAT tested. 
13.6 Playground - Cllr G.Brown reported that it was in a good condition.                                                                                                                                         
13.7 Sub Station - Following the completion of the installation of the shelving, the British 
Legion (BL), had been allowed to store some materials which had been moved from the 
Parish Centre, but the amount had far exceeded that expected. The Clerk was asked to 
contact them and ascertain how much they expected to keep there as Parish Council 
archives would need use of the shelving. 
As a result of the above situation it was agreed that a Policy would be formulated detailing 
the use of the building, who was able to use it and the procedure applicable. 
 
14.Neighbourhood Plan.          
A meeting had taken place on 21 April 2016, good progress was being made, to 
enable further progress another meeting of the Steering group had been arranged for 
09 June 2016. It was expected that a draft document would be produced by the 
summer. 
 
15.Newsletter  
The next newsletter was due for publication in June for delivery the first weekend of 
July. The Clerk would liaise with Graham Castle concerning production times 
Following discussion and given the communication from residents in the Sandhills 
area of the village regarding taxis and speeding around the time of the Festival, it 
was agreed that an article would be placed in the Newsletter seeking volunteers to 
resource the use of the speed indication device. 
 
16.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where 
necessary. 
Members duly noted the content of the information received, of particular note; 
16.1 The Clerk was asked to contact Tim Dale the Leeds Festival Traffic Co-ordinator 
and confirm that the ‘No left turn’ signage be invoked. 

 16.2 Having considered the information reported by Cllr G,Brown (who had attended the 
NE Planning event), that from July 2016 plans would no longer be sent to Parish & Town 
Councils due to financial cuts, it was agreed that members would continue to view them via 
the Leeds CC web portal.  
      
17.To receive reports from outside bodies.                                                            
Cllr G.Brown had attended the Leeds CC Plans Panel meeting on 08 April 
concerning the application to build a three bedroom house in the rear garden of 
Melbourne House, 32 Main Street. The Planning Officer having listened to objections 
such as loss of light, impact on the surrounding area and previous planning history of 
the site, said that the planning history was irrelevant due to the changes in the 
guidelines since those houses had been built and that it was all a matter of what 
already exists. There was not enough impact to warrant a refusal of the application, it 
was therefore approved. 
 
18.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 
minor matters.   
The April report was circulated to members, both matters had now been dealt with. 
The Clerk was asked to obtain an update on the implementation of the Littlemoor 
Buffer zone. 
Following work done a few months ago on the BT box outside the Victory Hall, it was 
noted that a small hole had developed, the Clerk would report this to Leeds CC 
Highways. 
 



19.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve                                
appropriate action. 
Members were provided with the latest version of the plan. 
It was agreed that the Finance Working Party would meet on Monday 06 June at 
7pm, to discuss the funding available for the refurbishment of the playground. 
The Working Party for the Adult Fitness Stations would consist of Cllrs, G.Brown, 
R.Bould, V.Goodall-Fawcus and J.Player. 
It was agreed that the Youth and Playground Working Party would meet on Monday 
13 June at 7pm, to formulate a plan for the refurbishment of the playground. 

 
20.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda. 
Nothing to report. 
             
21.Date of next meeting. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 07 June 2016 at the Methodist Church, Main 
Street, Thorner. 
 

 22.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.   
 Nothing to discuss.  
 

 
Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..   
Chair Thorner Parish Council 
                                


