
          THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

                          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

                      Tuesday 03 October 2017.                              

 

Present;           

Cllrs; Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), J.Player (Vice Chair), R.Bould,  

                 D.Gibbins, M.Harrison and D.Johnston.  

Others; 9 members of the public were in attendance for parts of the meeting. 

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.  

 

1.Apologies.                              
Cllrs; G.Brown and G.Coppock. 

Mark Robins (Estate Director for Mexborough Estates).  

Members were informed that Cllr E.DeDombal had resigned, the Clerk confirmed he 

had informed Leeds CC and placed an advert on the web site seeking candidates. 

 

2.Ethical Code. 

No interests were disclosed.                    

 

3.Representations. 

a) A resident had noted that he was on the Gardens and Maintenance Working Party but had 

not been contacted by a Parish Councillor in order to arrange the cutting of overgrown 

vegetation on the Public Rights of Way around the village (see minute 10). 

Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus was asked to comment on several questions asked by residents about 

the fitness station to be placed near residential property on Millennium Green. 

A resident presented members with brochures produced by a neighbouring village and 

suggested that Thorner Parish Council should use a similar form of communication when 

wishing to consult with residents. 

A resident was concerned about the appearance of the village, it was stated that grassed 

areas were not being cut.  

b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 

c) No comments received. 

 

4.Confidentiality.  

There were no agenda items requiring exclusion of the public or press.  

 

5.Police. 

Members had been sent the crime report for September 2017. 

Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus informed all present that there had been four residential 

burglaries, these had occurred on Sandhills, Carr Lane, St John’s Avenue and Main 

Street.  

Following an incident of a vehicle crashing into a house, the suspects were found to 

be in possession of Class A and B drugs. 

Yorkshire paving stones have been taken by unknown means from Sam Sykes ginnel. 

With regard to distraction type burglaries, there were incidents in the surrounding 

villages with elderly people being targeted during the daytime by bogus officials. It 

was important that elderly people were made aware of what was happening and ask 

them to make sure that identification was asked for when anyone attended their 

address who was not a regular visitor. The Clerk would note this on the web site. 

 



6.Minutes.  

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 05 September 2017, were subject 

to change prior to approval and signature by the Chair Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus. 

 

7.Planning applications. 

Members duly noted the applications received, in particular;  

application 17/06022/FU, for Millfield House, Milner Lane, comment was made that 

there was a lack of reference to the tree on the documentation, the Clerk was asked to 

submit a neutral comment about this. 

 

8.Financial Matters. 

8.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for October 2017, 

Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

Cheque Number;  Payee;   Details; £ Amount;                       

100897               B.Riley Salary       480.57 

100898   HM Revenue Income Tax    105.37 

100899                Currys/PO Printer       60.47 

100900   PKF  Audit     240.00 

DD   Nest  Pension                   8.55 

     TOTAL         £  894.96 
 

8.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly budget monitor and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance.  

 8.3 Members duly noted the content of the quarterly report.                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

9.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 

action where necessary; 

The footpath on Millennium Green needed some maintenance work doing, the Clerk 

would report it to Leeds CC, upon receipt of a photograph of the area. 

9.1 Highways - Nothing to report 

 

10.Village Maintenance 

The Clerk confirmed that he had contacted someone to undertake minor maintenance works 

around the village such as rubbish removal, work required on the benches and cleaning work 

(ie; telephone box). The Clerk would issue a timesheet to record the hours worked and agree 

a system to facilitate payment.  

Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus commented that recent member resignations had effected the 

operation of the Working Party’s, replacements were needed and the use of volunteers 

within the working party’s would be encouraged. 

Following discussion it was agreed that to make the Gardens and Maintenance Working 

Party more effective, Cllr D.Gibbins would be appointed to specifically deal with the grass 

cutting contract.  

Cllr M.Harrison offered his assistance with the production of the newsletter, Cllr G.Coppock 

would also be asked for his assistance. 

 The Clerk informed members that the quad bike was in a poor condition and could not be 

 started due to a flat battery, it was agreed that a decision would be made to either retain it 

 and have it serviced, sell it, or retain it and appoint a contractor to use it.   

 Members discussed the options available for replacing the stone stolen from the Sam 

 Sykes ginnel (see minute 5.). The group previously involved with the restoration work  



 would  obtain quotes for the options discussed and present them to the Parish Council for 

 approval. 

10.1 Gardens - the Clerk confirmed the rules concerning the use of sprays on the gardens, it 

was agreed that permission be granted to the tenant. 

10.2 Benches - the Clerk had inspected the bench on Main Street near to the Fox public 

house, the bench was Iroko wood which had a high resin content and should not have been 

varnished. It was agreed that the varnish coating would be removed and the wood returned 

to its natural state. 

10.3 Grass cutting - having considered what action could be taken to cancel the contract, it 

was agreed that the Clerk would formulate documentation to enable the contract to be 

cancelled with immediate effect.  

10.4 Boules shelter - it was noted that the scooter left there had not yet been removed. 

10.5 Playground - an enquiry would be made to ascertain where the play bark delivery had 

been sent and if it had been used.                                       

10.6 Sub Station - Comment was made about whether the facility was fit for purpose due to 

prevailing damp conditions in the storage room, the Clerk suggested that it would be an idea 

to move the Historical Society and Parish Council archives into the other room which had a 

heater and was in a better condition. A quote would be obtained for the installation of a stud 

wall with a separate entrance to enhance the security, the grass cutting equipment and other 

items would then be moved to the existing storage area. 

 

11. Playground Group 

Members were informed that following the submission of the planning application for 

the playground, there had yet, been no response from Leeds CC regarding the content.  

Cllr J. Player informed members that he had discussed the stage of development of 

the outdoor gym equipment planning and location with the Lottery Fund, they had 

agreed to a 6 month extension for using the grant to allow for the planning process 

and also agreed with the changes to 2 pieces of equipment.  

A planning application would now be submitted for the fitness equipment. 

 

12.Neighbourhood Plan.          

The Clerk was asked to approach an alternative consultant (see minute 12 September), 

in order to progress matters. 

 

13.Newsletter. 

Following discussion it was agreed that due to availability of the production team, the 

October newsletter would be published in mid November, the Clerk was asked to 

forward all articles received to Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus by the 22 October. 

It was suggested that an article regarding ‘cold calling’ be included. 

 

14.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where necessary. 

Nothing to be considered. 

    

15.To receive reports from outside bodies.                                                            
Nothing to report. 

 

16.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 

minor matters.   

The September report was circulated to members, the Clerk informed members that 

such requests were always acknowledged straight away, however it was now more 



than a week that the Street Cleansing team should have responded to the request to 

deal with the overflowing bin on the Millennium Green. The Clerk was asked to 

confirm what the collection rota was regarding such bins. 

 

17.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve appropriate                                

action. 

Members were provided with the updated schedule; 

Following discussion and an amendment to section number 11, it was agreed to adopt 

the Standing Orders. 

The Clerk was asked to change the order of some items on the plan. 

With regard to a procedure for the use of the Sub Station and Boules Shelter, it was 

suggested that the same framework should be used for both facilities. 

                                                    

18.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda. 

No notifications received. 

    

19.Date of next meeting. 

Resolved; that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 07 November 2017 at the 

Methodist Church, Main Street, Thorner. 

 

20.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.   

Nothing to discuss. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..

 Chair Thorner Parish Council 

                                


