
               THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
                          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

                    Tuesday 04 October 2016.                              
Present;           
Cllrs; Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair),T.Mycock (Vice Chair), G.Brown, E.DeDombal, 
V.Forster, D.Gibbins, D.Johnston and J.Player. 
Others; 3 members of the public were in attendance for parts of the meeting and 
Mark Robins (Estate Director for Mexborough Estates). 
1 Police Officer. 
Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.     
 
1.Apologies.                              
Cllr; Bould. 
District Cllr; R,Stephenson. 
 
2.Ethical Code. 
No interests were disclosed.                    
 
3.Representations. 
a) Two members of the public made representations; 
Further to the previous months enquiry about the possibility of a lay-by on Stead 
Lane, the resident was informed that the Principal Engineer from Leeds CC Traffic 
Management had replied stating that in addition to investigating if a lay-by would fit 
within the constraints of the adopted highway, the department do not have a budget 
to carry out such works, annual budgets are apportioned to schemes where there is a 
demonstrated road issue and benefit. 
A representation was made about planning application 16/05155/FU, concerning 2 Kirkhills 
(see minute 7) as they had concerns about the effect to their property. When asked if they  
had submitted an objection they confirmed they had. 
b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 
c) No comments received 
  
4.Confidentiality.  
There were no Agenda items requiring exclusion of the public or press.  
 
5.Police. 
Members were presented with the crime report for September 2016. 
There were seven recorded crimes which involved an arson attack on a property in 
Thorner Lane, burglaries on Church Hill and St John’s Avenue, criminal damage to 
property on Carr Lane, two thefts from motor vehicles one on Carr Lane the other on 
Main Street and the theft of a vehicle from Intake Lane. 
Members were made aware of an accident involving a child outside the Primary  
School, when asked why it had not appeared on the report, it was explained that only 
crimes were recorded. 
 
6.Minutes.  
The minutes of the meeting held on 06 September 2016, were approved and signed 
by the Chair Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus. 
 
7.Planning applications. 
Members duly noted the applications received, with regard to application 
16/05155/FU, for 2 Kirkhills, the Clerk was asked to submit an objection as the 
application was a significant re-development which was considered out of character 



for the surrounding properties, thought contrary to the Village Design Statement and 
the proposed use of grey windows was a concern. 
 
8.Financial Matters. 
8.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for October 2016, 
Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 
Cheque Number;  Payee;  Details; £ Amount;                       
100821   Countrywide Grass Cutting      578.40    
100822   St Peters Ch Donation    1000.00   
100823   B.Riley  Stationary        14.52 
100824   PKF  Auditor       240.00 
100825   B.Riley  Salary        288.18 
100826   HM Rev Income Tax      544.35 
     TOTAL            £  2121.10 
 
8.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly budget monitor and 
bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. 

 8.3 Members duly noted the content of the quarterly budget report. 
 8.4 Following circulation of the supporting documents for a grant application from Thorner 

Parish Centre, members agreed to award £3000 from the current budget, further funding 
would be given consideration in the following financial year. 

 8.5 Members discussed having another signatory on the HSBC Account, 
 Resolved: That Cllr G.Brown be added to the list, the Clerk would arrange for this to be 

done. 
 8.6 The Clerk informed members that he had received the Annual Return for 2015-16 from 

the External Auditors, their report stated that the information was in accordance with proper 
practices and there are no matters to give cause for concern. Other matters not affecting 
their opinion but which was noted, was that that the Parish Council did not comply with 
regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,  due to the approval date for the 
accounts being a day after the start of the period for the exercise of public rights. 
The Clerk confirmed that in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, 
the return had been published on the Parish Council’s web site. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      
9.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary;     
It had been noted that work was being carried out by Leeds CC to the footpath on 
Lower Sandhills at Gesling Hill following a complaint from a resident, Mark Robins 
(Mexborough Estate), was asked if some of the stone from the wall along 
Scarborough Walk could be used to build up the stone wall at Gesling Hill which 
would help stop mud washing onto the footpath which was reducing its width.                                                                                  
9.1 Highways - A discussion group involving members of the Parish Council and 
representatives of Festival Republic had taken place in an effort to resolve the problems 
encountered at this year’s festival. A number of solutions were suggested such as road 
closures within the village, which would be given further consideration. 
   
10.Village Maintenance 
Mark Robins informed members he had been in consultation with Leeds CC Highways over 
the condition of some of the footpaths on the Estate. 
10.1 Gardens - Nothing to report.   
10.2 Benches - The one on Church Hill had now been attended to. 
10.3 Grass cutting -  Cllr D.Gibbins expressed her dissatisfaction with some of the work 
carried out by the contractor, such as that carried out on the Sam Sykes ginnel, the Boule 
area and the Ford. Despite reporting this to the Maintenance and Gardens working party at 
a previous meeting it had not been addressed with the contractor despite assurances it 
had. In view of this she declined to sign the cheque for the work not done. 



10.4 Boules shelter - The Xmas tree brackets that were presently being stored there could 
be left in the Sub Station if needed. 
10.5 Playground - A new swing had been ordered to replace the damaged one and the 
chippings had now been replaced.                 
10.6 Sub Station - The landlord had not yet dealt with the damaged guttering. 
10.7 Snow Clearing - Nothing to report. 
10.8 Playground Group - Cllr J.Player had now submitted a bid to the Thorner 
Community Fund and had attended meetings with service providers to progress 
matters.  
 
11.Neighbourhood Plan.          
The latest draft had been submitted to the Consultant, the Steering Group were 
awaiting her feedback. 
Consultation had taken place with landowners (School / Mexborough Estate / 
LCC), with general support being received in regards to designating pieces of 
land as Green Space. 
Mark Robins presented to members a plan of the Mexborough Estate land 
ownership within Thorner and his vision of how the estate housing portfolio 
should develop including new developments. 
The next meeting was due to be held in mid October. 
 
12.Newsletter. 
The Working Party would be meeting the following evening to discuss the production 
of the October newsletter. The Clerk would issue the request for articles on Friday. 
 
13.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where 
necessary. 
13.1 The Post Office had now been closed since June 2016, despite suggestions submitted 
by the Parish Council about restoring the service, the Post Office had been unable to 

identify and agree to a suitable solution. It was agreed that an article would be placed 
in the newsletter to gauge whether residents required the service, for the Parish 
Council to decide whether further representation was needed. 
     
14.To receive reports from outside bodies.                                                            
Nothing to report. 
 
15.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 
minor matters.   

 Cllr J.Player questioned what affordable housing was available in Thorner and if it was 
 something that should be considered further. Although there was some provision, any more 
 would have to be as a result of new housing development. 
 Cllr D.Gibbins reported that a damaged tree on Milner Lane needed to dealt with and 
 knotweed had been identified near the entrance to the Bowling Club, the Clerk was asked 
 to report the tree to Leeds CC and contact the Bowling Club. 

 
16.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve                                
appropriate action. 
The Clerk informed members that all items identified on the current Action Plan had 
been met, he would advise members of any courses that would be applicable for 
members to attend. 

 
17.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda. 
No matters raised. 
            



 
18.Date of next meeting. 
Resolved; that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 01 November 2016 at the 
Methodist Church, Main Street, Thorner. 
 

 19.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.   
 Nothing to discuss.  

 
Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..                                     
 Chair Thorner Parish Council 
                                


