
          THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

                          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

                      Tuesday 05 September 2017.                              

 

Present;           

Cllrs; Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), J.Player (Vice Chair), G.Brown, R.Bould,  

                 E.DeDombal and D.Johnston.  

Others; 9 members of the public were in attendance for parts of the meeting.  

  Mark Robins (Estate Director for Mexborough Estates).  

Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.  

 

a, Members discussed the co-option of Mark Harrison, 

Resolved; the nomination be accepted, he duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office and was therefore able to fully participate in the meeting. 

    

1.Apologies.                              
District Cllr R,Stephenson. 

Cllrs G. Coppock and D.Gibbins. 

  

2.Ethical Code. 

Members disclosed their interest in Agenda item 7, specifically planning application 

17/05139/FU.                    

 

3.Representations. 

a) A member of the public made a representation about a problematic tree at St Johns Court. 

The Clerk asked that the resident provide information of the exact location and provide a 

photograph for an enquiry to be made to the Leeds CC Tree Officer. 

1.Residents in attendance again raised their concerns regarding the introduction of a fitness 

station near residential property on Millennium Green (see minute 3. July and August), it 

was confirmed that a planning application had now been submitted for the playground but 

not for the fitness equipment (see minute 11). 

b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 

c) No comments received 

  

4.Confidentiality.  

There were no agenda items requiring exclusion of the public or press.  

 

5.Police. 

Members had been sent the crime report for August 2017. 

There had been a burglary and criminal damage to two properties on Main Street 

Number plates had been removed from a car parked at Hetchell Woods on Milner 

Lane. 

 

6.Minutes.  

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 01 August 2017, were approved 

and signed by the Chair Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus. 

 

7.Planning applications. 

Members having noted and discussed the applications received raised no objections. 

 



8.Financial Matters. 

8.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for September 2017, 

Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

Cheque Number;  Payee;   Details; £ Amount;                       

100894               B.Riley Salary     490.95 

100895                Post Office Stamps     13.53 

100896   Post Office Telephone    91.93 

DD   Nest  Pension                 8.55 

DD   NPower Electricity   53.55 

       TOTAL        £ 658.51 
 

8.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly budget monitor and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance.  

In response to comments concerning funding for the playground (funding for the fitness 

equipment having already been received), it was confirmed that the majority would 

come from the Parish Council’s existing capital reserves, with applications being made 

to other financial sources such as the District Councillor’s Community Well Being Fund. 

                                                                                                                                                                
9.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action 

where necessary; 
Members agreed that the introduction of the new traffic arrangements had been a success, 

resulting in a more enjoyable festival for residents. The Chair would contact Festival 

Republic and thank them, the Clerk was asked to send a letter on behalf of the Parish 

Council. 
9.1 - Highways, Cllr E.DeDombal commented that some chevron signs on the A58 had been 

damaged, she would send some information to the Clerk to enable him to report it. 

 

10.Village Maintenance 

The Clerk informed members that initial enquiries to have work done on the telephone box 

had not resulted in any action being taken, he would make enquiries to appoint a contractor 

to carry out the initial cleaning work. 

It was thought that the tree by the Ford which needed removing, was the responsibility of 

the Mexborough Estate, Mark Robins the Estate Director who was in attendance, would 

have it inspected and inform the Parish Council in due course what action would be taken. 

10.1 Gardens - changes to the gardens such as the numbering of the plots and the water taps 

and also a problem with the condition of one of the plots which was available for rent, were 

mentioned to members, it was agreed to await a full report from the Gardens and 

Maintenance Working Party.    

10.2 Benches - The Clerk suggested that a contractor be appointed to carry out work on the 

benches as the present arrangement for the work to be undertaken was not acceptable, the 

Clerk was asked to make enquiries and inform members in due course.  

10.3 Grass cutting - a planned meeting with the contractor had not taken place, given the 

current problems being experienced and the lack of performance, the Clerk was asked to 

confirm what action could be taken to cancel the contract.   

10.4 Boules shelter - following the discovery that a mobility scooter had been left in the 

shelter and other items were also being stored there, it was agreed that the Clerk would 

contact the key holder David Fryer and request the scooter be removed and the shelter be 

left open. A formal procedure for the use of the shelter would be formulated, the Clerk was 

asked to add this to the action plan. 



10.5 Playground - Despite the Clerk arranging for the play bark to be placed there, the work 

had not been carried out, following discussion it was agreed that an alternative arrangement 

was required.    

10.6 Sub Station - the Clerk had now established who had access to the building and 

formulated a list of key holders. Following the discovery that the Parish Council archives 

had been removed from the safety of the storage area and some cabinets placed there 

without permission being sought, it was agreed that a formal procedure for the use of the 

building and the storage area would be formulated, the Clerk was asked to add this to the 

action plan. 

 

11. Playground Group 

Members and residents were circulated with the document detailing the returns from 

the Adult Fitness survey. There are 747 dwellings in Thorner and 135 forms were 

returned, 18% of the total dwellings. 77 households voted for " Next to the Children's 

Playground" and 55 for "Next to Victory Hall". Having acknowledged the results, it 

was proposed that the Parish Council act on the results of the survey and proceed to 

submitting a planning application, following a vote (5 For; 0 Against;), it was agreed 

to do so. 

 

12.Neighbourhood Plan.          

The Clerk had not received a reply from the consultant he had approached, it was 

agreed that another approach be made before seeking an alternative consultant.  

 

13.Newsletter. 

Cllr G.Brown would organise a new delivery rota following recent changes. 

Cllr V.Goodall Fawcus was asked to include an article on the use of waste bins in the 

next edition. 

See also agenda item 16 

 

14.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where necessary. 

Members duly noted the content of the information received; 

14.1 The damaged fence had now been repaired, it was assumed the neighbours had 

resolved the matter, therefore there was no need for members to consider the matter 

any further. 

    

15.To receive reports from outside bodies.                                                            
Nothing to report. 

  

16.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 

minor matters.   

The August report was circulated to members. 

Further to comments from a resident concerning noise nuisance, it was agreed that an 

article would be placed in the next newsletter to publicise such problems. 

 

17.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve                                

appropriate action. 

Members were provided with the updated schedule. 

Following discussion it was agreed to approve the Risk Assessment and Management 

Plan 2017. 



Members were informed that following initial enquiries to install a gate on the Millennium 

Green, the proposals were not acceptable. The Clerk would contact a design and installation 

engineering company and seek a quote for the work. 

      

18.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda. 

Use of Quad bike. 

   

19.Date of next meeting. 

Resolved; that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 03 October 2017 at the Methodist 

Church, Main Street, Thorner. 

 

 20.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.   

 Nothing to discuss 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..

 Chair Thorner Parish Council 

                                


