
               THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
                          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

                    Tuesday 06 December 2016.                              
Present;           
Cllrs; Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair),T.Mycock (Vice Chair), G.Brown, R.Bould, 
E.DeDombal, V.Forster, D.Gibbins, D.Johnston and J.Player. 
Others; 1 member of the public was in attendance for parts of the meeting. 
Mark Robins (Estate Director for Mexborough Estates), also for parts of the meeting. 
Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.     
 
1.Apologies.                              
District Cllr; R,Stephenson 
 
2.Ethical Code. 
No interests were disclosed.                    
 
3.Representations. 
A resident suggested that a working party of residents could be set up to help maintain the 
footpath network, this could then be linked to the Mexborough Estate footpaths. 
Mark Robins of the Mexborough Estate informed members he had met with Bob 
Buckingham of Leeds CC Public Rights of Way (see minute 10, October), a new footpath 
along the edge of Carr Lane and improvements to ‘Scarborough Walk’ were to be 
considered. He also informed members that the tree at the Sam Sykes ginnel would be 
removed. 
b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 
c) No comments received 
  
4.Confidentiality.  
Agenda item 10.8 would be discussed at the exclusion of the public or press.  
 
5.Police. 
Members had been presented with the crime report for November 2016. 
There were burglaries on Milner Lane and Main Street, criminal damage to 
property on Kirkfield Avenue and a local farm and a theft from a van containing tools. 
The Clerk was asked to contact PCSO Nottingham to ascertain information 
concerning a burglary on St John’s Avenue. 
 
6.Minutes.  
The minutes of the meeting held on 01 November 2016, were approved and signed 
by the Chair Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus. 
 
7.Planning applications. 
Members duly noted the applications received, in particular application16/06669/FU, 
for a three storey rear and first floor side extension including dormer window with 
Juliet balcony, Linden, Kensington Avenue. The Clerk was asked to submit an 
objection about the proposed development as it was considered that it would have a 
detrimental effect on the neighbouring property (which was a bungalow), due to loss 
of privacy and light and that it would result in overshadowing. 
 
8.Financial Matters. 
8.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for December 2016, 
Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 
Cheque Number;  Payee;  Details; £ Amount;                       
100835   B.Riley  Salary     395.96 



100836   RBL  Wreath      50.00     
100837   Countrywide Grass Cutting   578.40 
100838   Countrywide Grass Cutting   578.40 
100839   Came & Co Insurance   330.00 
100840   GT Printing Newsletter   480.00 
100841   Post Office Stamps     18.41 
100842   Crohns & Cts Newsletter   100.00 
100843   Methodist Ch Room Hire   240.00 
100844   Leeds CC Plants                   99.95      
DD   Nest  Pension                  8.17 
     TOTAL           £2879.29 
 
8.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly budget monitor and 
bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance.  

 8.3 Following discussion, it was agreed that the payment to the pipe band would be 
increased from £100 to £150. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              
9.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary; 
9.1 Highways – the overhanging branch on Milner Lane had not yet been dealt with, 
the Clerk would contact Leeds CC to ascertain when it would be. 
 
10.Village Maintenance 
10.1 Gardens - The Clerk was asked to contact Grayson Fabrications regarding the order 
for plates. 
10.2 Benches - The one on Milner Lane had been prepared but had not yet been painted 
due to the weather conditions. 
10.3 Grass cutting - The Clerk was asked to contact Countrywide and remind them about 
the annual pruning and seek confirmation that the request for the Sam Sykes ginnel to be 
mowed rather than strimmed, would be commenced next season. 
10.4 Boules shelter - Nothing to report 
10.5 Playground - The new swing was now in place. 
10.6 Sub Station - Comment was made that the internal area was now dry, presumably 
because the work to the guttering had been completed, the Clerk was asked to seek 
confirmation. 
10.7 Snow Clearing – It was agreed that a new battery and the purchase of a charger 
(see minute 10.7 November), should be purchased subject to an agreed cost. 
10.8 Playground Group - Cllr J.Player informed members that a conditional offer of 
funding had been received from Awards for All (see also agenda item 19). 
 
11.Neighbourhood Plan.          
The Draft Plan had been sent to the Leeds CC Team Leader for Neighbourhood 
Planning, Ian Mackay, he confirmed that they would be undertaking an SEA 
screening of the plan and would provide support and assistance going forward. 
It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged after the screening of the plan had 
taken place. 
 
12.Newsletter. 
Further to the article in the recent newsletter by Mark Robins of the Mexborough Estate 
about his vision for the estate and the encouragement of appropriate development, he 
informed members that he had received only four responses.  
A number of residents had also contacted the Clerk with their concerns such as the size 
and impact of any development. 



Cllr J.Player informed all present that the 2015 population of Thorner was approximately 
1686 and there were 747 dwellings, he suggested that such figures would be useful in any 
future discussion concerning the Mexborough Estate vision. 
 
13.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where 
necessary. 
Further to the article in the recent newsletter only seven responses had been received 
concerning maintaining a Post Office service, in addition to this Parish Councillors had also 
been approached by residents who wanted the service to be maintained. The Clerk was 
asked to contact the Post Office representative to ascertain an update and seek comment 
from local MP Alec Shelbrooke about the matter. 
Having discussed the implications of adopting the BT Phone Box on Church Hill, it was 
agreed that the Parish Council should proceed to do so. 
    
14.To receive reports from outside bodies.                                                            
Nothing to report. 
 
15.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 
minor matters.   
The December report was circulated to members, the Clerk had not yet received a 
response from Leeds CC. 
Cllr D.Gibbins commented that works to Jasmine Cottage were now complete, the 
Clerk was asked to write to the owner to ensure rubbish was removed and broken 
fencing repaired. 
Cllr R.Bould commented on a privately owned property on Kirkfield Lane which had 
been unoccupied for several years. It was considered that the condition of the 
property presented health and safety concerns, the Clerk suggested that the issuing 
of a community protection notice may result in action being taken, he would contact 
Leeds CC to progress matters. 

 
16.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve                                
appropriate action. 
Nothing to consider. 

  
17.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda 
Re-evaluate the scale fee paid for the size of newsletter produced. 
Review garden charges for the following year. 
Receive an update regarding the provision of a Post Office service. 
 
18.Date of next meeting. 
Resolved; that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 03 January 2017 at the 
Methodist Church, Main Street, Thorner. 
 
19.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.                      
Having agreed to accept the funding award an approach would be made to Awards 
for All to seek permission to change the equipment required but ensure it fulfilled the 
"outdoor fitness area " criteria, to enable the award to still be granted. 

 Letters of a personal nature would in future be signed by the Chair or Vice Chair.  
 
 
Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..                                     
 Chair Thorner Parish Council 
                                


