
Councillor Profiles 

 

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus 

I returned to Thorner 7 years ago, following a 17 year ‘absence’ during which time I served 

as an Air Traffic Control Officer in the RAF. I now run the family diary/ farm with my 

brother and I am delighted that so many of you support us by drinking our milk.  

I married Roger (a serving officer with the Royal Engineers) at St Peter’s church 15 years ago 

and while we have no children, we have plenty of pets.  

I enjoy exotic food, good wine and luckily, most sport and outdoor activities 

 

Val Forster 

I have lived in the village since 1978 and have been involved in a number of village groups 

including the Thorner Village Society and the Historical Society.  

Before retiring in 2010 I was involved in working in education for many years.  

I have been a member of the Parish Council for nearly nine years and have found the 

experience both stimulating and interesting.  

I am currently involved in working with the Green Team and in the production of the Parish 

Council’s Newsletter. 

 

Tom Mycock 
I moved to Thorner 1993 and still live at Kirkfield Lane. 

I have been involved with the Parish Council for 10 years or more, after a career in 

engineering, which started in 1962 until I retired.  

I believe Thorner is a working village and developed in to what it is today because of this.  

Development is always the threat but can also be an asset if it benefits the village. 

 

Diane Gibbins 

I have been a resident of Thorner 13 years and Parish Councillor for 10 years.  

I enjoy being involved with local groups and residents working on village projects, i.e. Boule 

Piste, Gardens, Ford, Sam Sykes.  

I currently work on the Quarry Project on Church Hill and the Elmet Greenway Group, which 

aims to promote safe cycling, walking and horse riding routes linking local villages to 

Crossgates. 

Hobbies include cycling, walking, gardening, anything outdoors. 

 

David Johnston 

I have lived in Thorner for twenty three years.  

My career has spanned 19 years as a teacher and 21 years as a local government education 

adviser.  

As a member of the Parish Council I attempt to ensure that the activities of the Council serve 

the interests of the community in maintaining the excellent village we all share. 

 

Liz De Dombal 

I have lived in Thorner for over 5 years and love living here.  

I am a GP and currently work in Pontefract.  

My husband and I have 2 black Labradors and enjoy walking them around Thorner and 

the neighbouring countryside. 

 

 



Richard Bould 

I am a Building Surveyor working for a large housing association across Yorkshire.  

In my work I manage projects undertaking major refurbishment schemes to our tenants 

homes, such as kitchen and heating upgrades through to renewables installations and energy 

efficiency improvements. 

Thorner has been my home for the past six years, although my family have roots in village 

for many generations dating back hundreds of years. 

I am interested in architecture and history, which serves me well on the Parish Council as one 

of the lead members for reviewing planning matters.  

This is currently being employed working on the Neighbourhood Plan alongside other 

councillors and volunteers on the steering group. 

 

Gwen Brown 

I was born in Leeds and brought up in Boston Spa. 

I had a convent school education started in Clifford and finished at St Joseph’s College 

Bradford. I have a Dip HE in History and Literature, which I worked hard for as a mature 

student at LMU.  

I moved to Thorner in January1982 

I have been on Thorner PC for over 10 years and Secretary of the Historical Society since 

2000. 

I have worked mainly in retail and clerical positions.  

I have three children and numerous grand children who I love to spend time with.  

My favourite pastimes are reading, walking and researching my family history.  

I also love cooking and hosting dinner parties. 

 

John Player 

I have lived in Thorner for 9 years and two of my grandchildren have been pupils at Thorner 

C of E Primary School, where I have been a governor since 2013. 

I retired in 2013, having been a Headteacher and a national adviser for the Department for 

Education. 

I enjoy walking and am an active member of two Yorkshire walking groups. 
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