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Despite the disruption of the Christmas and New Year holidays, your Parish Council has

been hard at work on your behalf. We have had further discussions with both Festival

Republic and the police to discuss options to avoid a repeat of the severe disruption

caused to the vil lage during last year’s festival. The preferred option by the police is to

introduce some form of restricted access to the vil lage for the period of the festival.

However, ful l detai ls of how this might be implemented have yet to be established. While

any restrictions may cause some minor inconvenience to residents, it is important for us to

remember that the vil lage is compensated for this, both in the form of cheap tickets and the

subsequent distribution of the income from these tickets to worthy causes in the vil lage.

See the article by the Thorner Community Fund for detai ls.

The Playground Group has made good progress and we hope to have details of the
improved playground facilities available at the AGM in May. In addition, it is pleasing to see
that some funding towards the project has already been secured (see Playground article).
The sight of illegally dumped waste on the entrance roads to the village is becoming a
frequent occurrence (see Fly Tipping article). But it is not just the big items that affect the
environment and spoil the appearance of the village. During the annual Village Tidy Up we
collect sacks full of cans, bottles and food wrappers, along with the occasional car part,
from the grass verges and footpaths within the village. This year the Village Tidy Up will be
held on Saturday 18th March and the more people who assist the easier the task will be.
Please show your support for a cleaner village and help with the Village Tidy Up – and
maybe pop to the Methodist Church Coffee Morning when you have finished.

Chairman’s Introduction

Victoria

Finally, I would like to thank all those who entered our photo competition. The photo
on the front cover of this newsletter is by Molly Eshelby and the photo on the rear
cover is by Matt Trant. Please continue to send us photos of the village and we will
put the best ones on the covers of future newsletters.

Once again my thanks go to the councillors and all the other volunteers in the village who
work tirelessly to ensure that our village remains a wonderful place to live.
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VICTORY HALL
Thank you for your support at our bonfire in November, which raised £4,000 to help

fund our next stage of work, replacing the 90 year old heating
pipework.
Is there an activity or an event you’d like to take part in at the
Victory Hall?
There’s already a lot happening (see our website
thornervictoryhall.com). But if there’s another fitness or leisure
activity you’d like to have the opportunity to do with a likeminded
group at the Hall let us know .

email: thevictoryhall@gmail.com or ring John on 0113 2893035.

Back for a third visit to Thorner Victory Hall

CALLAGHAN plus Robert Vincent

SATURDAY 18th MARCH800pm
(doors & bar open 7-00 pm)

Ticket £1 2-50 Buy online with no transaction fees

http: //thornervictoryhall .com/special-events/

or phone Dave Stainthorpe 07988496567

Diary Events March  June 2017

Date Venue Event

March 7th Parish Council Meeting Methodist Centre

March 11 th Allo, Al lo French Evening Parish Centre

March 1 2th Festival Registration Victory Hall

March 1 8th Coffee Morning Methodist Centre

March 1 8th Vil lage Clean Up Mex car park

March 1 8th Callaghan Folk Concert Victory Hall

March 26th Mothering Sunday Service St. Peter’s Church

March 28th Film Club Victory Hall

April 4th Parish Council Meeting Methodist Centre
April 14th Good Friday Tea Service Parish Centre
April 16th Easter Sunday Service St. Peter’s Church
April 18th History Soc. Talk / Exhibition Victory Hall
April 22nd Beer Festival Victory Hall
April 23rd St. George’s Day Family Lunch Parish Centre
April 23rd Thorner Church Annual Meeting
April 25th Film Club Victory Hall

May 2nd Parish Council AGM Victory Hall

May 9th Annual Parish Council Meeting Methodist Centre

May 23rd Film Club Victory Hall

June 6th Parish Council Meeting Methodist Centre
June27th FilmClub VictoryHall
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Thorner Mexborough Cricket Club
TMCC is looking for new players to strengthen both the

1 st and 2nd Team. We play in the Wetherby Cricket

League in Divisions 2 and 3 on a Saturday afternoon

(1 pm start) mid-Apri l to mid-September. We welcome

players of al l ages and abil ities.

Location – Sandhills, Thorner, LS14 3DE
In 201 6 we started a Junior team. We are building on

that for the 201 7 season, and have again entered an

Under 9’s team for boys and girls from 5+ into a local

junior league. To develop basic skil ls we also have a

weekly training session.

Please contact Josh Walker on 07742 335384.
Over recent years a lot of hard work has been put into

our ground in which we are very proud of. We are very grateful

to a few core sponsors that support us, but it is a continuous effort to keep the club afloat. Weekly evening

indoor practice nets take place on Sundays between 7.00 and 8.00 up to the start of the season in Apri l .

Location of nets: Lordswood Cricket School, Toulston, Tadcaster, LS24 9ND.
Anyone interested in joining in please contact Joel Riley on 07515 703820 or joelriley@tiscali.co.uk. As a
vil lage cricket club we are always looking for more people to get involved, so if you are interested in playing,

scoring, umpiring, sponsorship or helping with the ground please get in touch.

Any Enquiries to Alastair Foster.

on 07831 850210 or foster.a@btinternet.com

Thorner Quarry Working Group
A volunteer working group is fol lowing up an action point from the Parish Plan Review that identified the

importance of the neglected quarry site on Church Hil l . I t has significance both as part of vi l lage history, and

as a site of geological interest.

Current proposals are that: There wil l be more selective clearance of any unsafe trees from the site and that

the Mexborough Estate wil l ensure future maintenance. The perimeter walls wil l be repaired & reinstated to

ensure the site is secured.

There will be no public access except in exceptional circumstances and then only by prior arrangement with
Mexborough Estate.
Interpretation panels

describing the geological and

historical aspects wil l be

designed with the help of

Thorner Primary School

pupils, and mounted alongside

the site. They wil l draw on

resource material from

Thorner Historical Society, the

Mexborough Estate Archives,

and input from the Leeds

Geological Society. Two guided

tours of the site took place last

year, and an Open University

Geology Group is to visit in

May.

Our website www.thornerquarry. j imdo.com has more background, and detai ls of the working group. Anyone

wishing to join us, or to offer help, ideas, or with questions, please get in touch with either Scott Marshall

on 2892973 or by email - thornerquarry@gmail .com.
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Methodist Church
Thorner Church’s next fund raising event wil l take
place on Sat March 1 8th from 1 0am to 1 2 noon
and wil l be a coffee morning in aid of the
Home and Overseas Missions of the
Methodist Church; we hope to see you
there. We'l l have our usual cake and bric-a-
brac stal ls and we'l l be serving our famous
Bacon Butties, so do support us if you can.
Our January coffee morning raised £250 for
Action for Children / MHA, a shared 50/50 event.
Many thanks to all in the vil lage who supported
this event. Our Lent course begins on Monday
March 6th for five Mondays ending on Monday
Apri l 3rd. They begin at 1 0:1 5am but
refreshments wil l be served from 1 0am. We aim
to finish around noon, so please do join us if you
can.
Once again we are studying a ' York Course',
this year's is entitled, 'Receiving Christ in five
different ways'.
Be assured it is a very good course.
You’l l be made most welcome if you choose to
attend and you'l l receive a booklet to enable you
prepare for the fol lowing week's session and
also to reprise any of the sessions you can’t
attend.
Ann Johnson - Thorner Senior Church Steward
Tel: - 0113 2893532
Email : vanceann@btinternet.com

Walking Group
Thorner Walking Group meets every Wednesday

in Main Street at 1 pm near the surgery.

We're an informal group of people who just l ike

to stretch our legs and have a

chat along the way.

Sometimes we walk the footpaths

near the vil lage. Other times we

drive to one of the nearby vil lages

and start the walk there.

I f you fancy a walk, just turn up

with your boots.

For more information email :

thedavidmil ler1 947@gmail .com

Thorner Old School Charity
Thorner Old School Charity is a small local

charity which awards grants to former pupils of

Thorner Church of England Primary School to

assist with the costs of higher education.

Applications are invited from former pupils who

attended Thorner Primary School for a minimum

of six years and are resident in Thorner, or were

so up unti l taking up a place at University or

other place of higher education. Awards are not

made to students during their first year of study.

Applications should be made in writing to Mr Ian

Holmes, Headteacher, Thorner Church of

England Primary School, Kirkhi l ls, Thorner, LS1 4

3JD and should include detai ls of the course

upon which the applicant is enrol led, year of

study and the institution attended. The dates of

attendance at Thorner Primary School should

also be included. The Charity’s Trustees meet

twice yearly to consider grant applications. The

next meeting wil l be held on 27th Apri l 201 7.

Elmet Greenway
Quite some time ago in this wonderful vi l lage of

Thorner, a movement was started to re-instate the

former railway line from Thorner to Crossgates as

a sustainable transport route.

Elmet Greenway is the name of the group which is

made up of residents from Thorner, Scholes and

Crossgates. We have a constitution, but what we
don’t have are enough people

involved in helping move the project

forward.The group needs to bring in

members of our community who are

prepared to give up some of their

leisure time to take on the role of Treasurer,

Secretary and most important of al l - CEO of Fund

Raising Activities.

Obviously, the roles would bring the satisfaction

that you are creating something that wil l

immediately bring health benefits and enjoyment

to al l , and a lasting legacy for the future. We know

that the local community wants the project to

happen and also know that cyclists, walkers,

commuters and equestrians, of al l age groups, wil l

make use of it.

Local landowners, who we need to consult and

persuade to support the project, have been

identified. Promotional flyers on this and other

topics are sent out. We have links with Leeds

Cycle Forum:

http: //www. leedscyclingcampaign.co.uk/about-us

If you are interested in finding out more, please

email Sue Stainthorpe:
suemfh@icloud.com

She will let you know when
our next meeting is taking
place.
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A SNAP SHOT OF
VICTORIAN THORNER

Apart from our own Queen Elizabeth II, the only other British monarch to achieve a
Diamond Jubilee was Queen Victoria who ascended to the throne
in 1837 and celebrated her Jubilee in 1897.The
jubilee was not only celebrated across England but
also across the British Empire as well. In London the
jubilee celebrations continued well beyond the official
Jubilee Day of Tuesday 22nd June. In London some
300,000 people were treated to Jubilee dinners with the
highlight of the day being a coach procession along six
miles of the streets of London by many of the royal family
and leaders of the dominions of the Empire. As well as
mounted soldiers and sailors from Canada, India, Africa
and Australia. Across Britain communities organised
festivities to also mark such an historic

occasion. Streets, parks and buildings
were decorated with triumphal arches, flags
bunting and flowers. Children were given
Jubilee mugs and medals and the elderly were
presented with tea for the women and tobacco
for the men. Also a whole range of activities
were organised including bicycle races,
parades, cricket matches, teas and banquets.
In the evening Jubilee beacons and fireworks
were lit.The photographs show Thorner’s
contribution to the Jubilee celebrations with
the decorating of the main street with
archways, flags and flowers by the
villagers.

Thorner Historical Society

We shall be holding an illustrated talk and
exhibition On Tuesday April 18th in the Victory
Hall entitled:

"The Cloth Fettler, The Charwomen and The
Cow Keepers Daughter"
(The Forgotten Suffragettes of Leeds.)

The speaker will be

Mrs. Rita Saville Stones.
There will be a bar and light refreshments from
7:00pm followed by the talk. The cost will be £2
for members and £3 nonmembers.
All welcome.
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Church View Surgery
Patient Participation Group (PPG)

The PPG Committee met with Dr

Crabbe and Jane Foster the

Practice Manager on Wednesday

1 st February to discuss progress

which included the fol lowing items.

Pharmacist
A pharmacist is now carrying out a review of al l

renewable prescriptions to ensure they sti l l remain

appropriate.

Warfarin Clinic
After our considerable lobbying with the Clinical

Commissioners we are pleased that they have now

introduced an improved system for patients attending

the Wetherby clinic for blood testing for warfarin.

PPG Virtual group
Due to technical problems with the NHS email

system the committee is experiencing serious

problems in communicating with members of the

virtual group and hope that they wil l be

understanding whilst this is sorted out.

Alternative Help in the Community
The committee has been working on producing a

comprehensive l ist of al l the local organisations and

voluntary groups providing help within the community.

I t is intended that this l ist wil l provide the doctors with

an appropriate alternative when they consider that

medication alone is not the answer. They can then

guide patients appropriately to, for example, health

clubs for exercise, care groups, walking groups and

organisations which help those who are lonely.

Communications
The main problem facing the surgery is in making

contact with patients using the efficiency of

technology but have very few email addresses on

fi le. We are therefore appealing to al l patients to

provide the surgery with their email address as soon

as possible please.

SCOUTS
1st Thorner and Scarcroft Scout Group
Providing Fun, Challenge and Adventure for Local

Young People.

Did you know that Scouting

takes place regularly for almost

80 boys and girls in Thorner?

Did you know that membership

of any of our sections (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts)

is open to girls as well as to boys?

Did you know that Scouting is not just about being

able to tie knots or recite a law and promise? Each

year al l of our young people have the opportunity to:

- Take part in a minimum of 3 camps/ overnight

events (often more)

- Build leadership and teamwork skil ls

- Enhance their own personal development

- Experience fun, challenge and adventure!

Space is very tight, so to avoid missing out visit

www.TASscouts.org.uk/join to add your child to our

joining l ist as soon as you can! Further information

about what we do can also be found on our

website: www.TASscouts.org.uk

Our adult volunteer team has as much fun as our young

people do! If you’re someone who enjoys working with

young people and wants to help support great

opportunities for young people, or you have

organizational skills and might be able to support us

with the ‘behindthescenes’ running of the Group, we’d

love to hear from you. You don’t need any prior

experience as you will have access to our award

winning adult training scheme. For more information

send an email to:

GSL@TASscouts.org.uk

Thorner Bowling Club
(Behind the Mexorough pub)

Open Day Sunday 14th May From 10.30am
Never played before? Then come along & discover

new skil ls, enjoy the surroundings & Have Fun
(and maybe a pint at the Mex).

All ages invited. Equipment

available. Tuition for al l new

members. Friendly atmosphere.

For detai ls contact Derek

Potter 2892055, Christine or
Peter Holmes 2892885, Ian Stokoe 2892217

Refreshments available.
(Please wear flat shoes)

Thorner Historical Society

We shall be holding an illustrated talk and
exhibition On Tuesday April 18th in the Victory
Hall entitled:

"The Cloth Fettler, The Charwomen and The
Cow Keepers Daughter"
(The Forgotten Suffragettes of Leeds.)

The speaker will be

Mrs. Rita Saville Stones.
There will be a bar and light refreshments from
7:00pm followed by the talk. The cost will be £2
for members and £3 nonmembers.
All welcome.
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Thorner Playground

In the last issue of “Thorner News” the Parish Council reported the

results of the first consultation with Thorner residents on re-

furbishing and updating the playground and new facil ities on the

green. Since then the Parish Council has completed a national

tender process and the analysis of the five tenders that were

submitted.

We are now completing final discussions with the preferred

contractor. The Parish Council has also been awarded a grant from

the Big Lottery Fund to fund the instal lation of the Adult Fitness

Equipment.

Once the proposals for specific equipment for the playground,

outdoor gym area and the goal wall are completed the Parish

Council wil l consult Thorner residents in Apri l and May and start

the planning process.

Detailed plans wil l be available and discussed at the annual Parish

Meeting in May and wil l be displayed in the vil lage. There are

some really exciting possible developments and we look forward to

greatly improved play facil ities in Thorner for both the young and

not so young!

(The picture shows one possible proposal for using the

embankment for a wide range of activities.)
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GUIDES
1st THORNER GUIDES NEEDS YOU or
someone like you! The current unit leader is

retiring from guiding at the end
of the summer term after 15
years as a guider. Unless a
new leader can be found, the
unit will have to close.
Experience is not needed, but
enthusiasm is a definite bonus
for working with girls aged 10

14. Camping skills would be great, but are not
necessary as there is no requirement to take the
girls camping unless you want to. There is a
guiding programme to follow which helps with
planning meetings and activities, and a support
network of other guiders in the area willing to
help with ideas. You do not need to be the
parent of a girl in the unit. Many guiders are not.
The maximum age for a leader in charge of the
unit is 65. At the moment the unit is small with
14 girls. Why not come along to a meeting and
see what’s involved? We meet on Wednesday
from 7.008.30pm in term time at Thorner Victory
Hall. Please let the current leader know if you
plan to drop in as a couple of meetings are
planned at other places. Please contact Diane
Eshelby on 0113 289 2155 or

diane@thornerguides.plus.com.
She is looking forward to hearing from you.

Thorner Community Fund (TCF)
Allocation of Thorner Community Fund Grants

201 6 Donations received for Leeds Festival

resident tickets al lowed us to yet again make the

allocation of these funds to benefit the

community of Thorner.

Vil lage groups, clubs and societies were invited

to apply for an allocation from this fund. Twenty

six groups were contacted: sixteen applications

were received. They were considered on 6th

December 201 6.

The committee uses the fol lowing broad criteria

to help make decisions on the allocation of

grants:

- viabil ity of the group

- how active or successful the group is in their

own fund raising efforts

- actual worth or visible/tangible benefit of the

award to the vil lage

- past support from Thorner Community Fund

- other income streams explored .

The TCF committee members would l ike to

express their thanks to Melvin Benn, Rachel

Lane-Fox and Alister Turnbull who joined the

group for the discussion, assessment and

decisions.

The following is a summary of the decisions.
More details of the bids and the decisions can be
found on the village website:

http: //www.thornervil lage.org.uk

Fully successful bids:
Brownies £1 90

Over 60s Association - Event Shelter £4,000

Resident' Ass. Building - Part Re-roofing £500

Additional Christmas lights - Green at the top

of the vil lage.

Victory Hall - New heating system

£7,500 Youth Club (jnr.) - External activities

£350

Partially successful bids:
Cricket Club Guard for base of practice net

(concrete base and fencing not funded) £292

Friends of Thorner School PTA - All weather

warm up/fitness and dance area (75% of the total bid

funded) £7,500

Gala Team - Event tent (portable boiler and table-

top fridge not funded) £41 6

Parish Centre - New windows (50% of the total

bid funded) £7,500

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers - Gas cooking

equipment (tents not funded). £227

Unsuccessful bids:
Art Group - for tutors’ fees £300

Guides - for van hire £500

Parish Council Playground Working Group

- for teenage and adult fitness equipment £1 5,000

Quarry Feasibility Group - for one or two

interpretation panels £990 or £1 860

St. Peter’s Church - for Tower repairs £6551

Village Show Society - for Cup engraving £250

TCF Committee: Mark Darley, Gillian Riley,
Wayne Young, Annette Carr and Nick Tucker.

thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
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Council to adopt the
BT Phone Box on Church Hill
The BT Phone Box on Church Hil l is due to be

removed by BT. The Parish Council has

decided to ‘adopt’ the iconic red box and it wil l

soon become the property of the vil lage. Our

initial thoughts are to use it to house a

defibri l lator. However, we are open to

suggestions for its future use and any ideas,

no matter how inventive or unusual, wil l be

considered. As a guide, these little red boxes

are already being used as book exchanges,

plant stores, mini cafes, shoe-shine booths, art gal leries and wild l ife information centres to

name but a few. Please send your ideas to: thornerparishcouncil@gmail .com.

THORNER DIRECTORY March 201 7

Art Group Ada Percy 2892653
Beavers Scott McMil lan --- mileko2002@yahoo.com
Bowling Club Derek Potter 2892055
Brownies Caroline Desforges 07795-961 632, carol inedesforges@hotmail .co.uk
Coll ingham Surgery Appointments 01 937 222841
Community Choir Pat Smith 2892205
Cricket Club Alistair Foster 2893339
Cubs Kealey Ledger 07850-484462
Football Club Dave Thompson 2892238
Guides Diane Eshelby 28921 55
Gardens/Heathcote Ave Tom Mycock 2892706
Historical Society Gwen Brown 2893372
Methodist Church Ann Johnson 2893532 Senior Steward
Milk Delivery TD Goodall 2892229
Mobile l ibrary Monday 1 0.45am-1 2.45pm @ Mexborough Arms
Mums & Tots Karen Spong 201 711 7
Orchard Out Of School Club Belinda Bateson 2892541
Over 60’s Association Steven Wood 28931 21
Parish Centre Bookings 2893845 www.parishcentre.org.uk
Parish Centre Drop-By sessions Anthea Weaver 2893689
Police General Number Wetherby 01 937-2855360
Pre-School Belinda Bateson 2892541
Probus Club Richard Gibson 2892260
Royal British Legion Paul Oldfield 289321 0
Scouts James Nehaul 07799-1 26 896 ames.nehaul@googlemail .com
St Peter's Church Revd Andy Nicholson 2892437
St. Peter’s C of E Primary School Sally Darley --- sal ly.darley@thornerschool.org.uk
Tennis Club Terry Smith 2892205
Thorner Badminton Club (pm) Rosie Cooke 2892351
Thorner Community Fund Mark Darley --- thornercommunityfund@gmail .com
Thorner Youth Fund Lorna Kettlewell 28921 46
Thorner Choir Pat Smith 2892205 pat.smith235@btinternet.com
Thorner Film Club Val Forster 2892758
Thorner Gala Team Kate Woodhead 28921 57

& Cathy Deneven 2892578, thorner.galateam@googlemail .com
Thorner Old School Charity Eleanor Courtman-Stock --- Eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail .com
Thorner/Scarcroft PCSO Geoff Nottingham 01 937 2855374
Thorner Residents Ass Gary Noble 07709 274530
Thorner Surgery Appointments 011 3 8873322
Victory Hall Bookings Ros Ramsey 2892733, bookings@thornervictoryhall .co.uk
Vil lage Show Society Dawn Clarkson 07932 4341 09
Vil lage Visiting Scheme Maggie Hewitt 2892421 Beverley & Angus Yates - 2892811
Walking Club Steven Wood 28931 21
Website Peter Wilby cl ick on 'Contact Us' at www.thornervil lage.org.uk
Youth Club (Jnr & Senior) Belinda Swift 2892946

If any of these detai ls are incorrect, or you would l ike to add your group, please contact the Clerk.
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FLY TIPPING –
THE SCOURGE OF THE COUNTRY SIDE

As rural residents we respect the countryside

and understand the damage that fly tipping, be

it a single black bin l iner or a whole lorry load,

can cause to both the environment and the

wildl ife. Indeed, if the issue is not addressed, it

can also promote growth of crime and lead to

the degradation of the neighbourhood! Sadly,

fly tipping is an ongoing problem in and around

our vil lage and as such it is the responsibi l ity

and in the best interest of al l residents to make

sure that those responsible are caught and

prosecuted.

What is fly tipping?
Fly tipping refers to the act of i l legal ly dumping

of waste on any land. Dumping waste in lay-

bys, verges, back alleyways, public highways,

and farmland counts as fly tipping, along with

placing items by litter bins or recycling bins. Fly

tipping is usually committed by home owners

who wish to avoid the hassle of properly

disposing of bulky rubbish as well as those who

simply don’t know that fly tipping is i l legal. I t’s

also committed by rogue traders who collect

waste for cash from home owners and shop

owners then il legal ly dispose of it. Fly tipping

has become a huge problem across the UK and

you’l l see or hear about fly tipping cases in many

parts of the country almost every day. Some

local authorities don’t seem to care too much

about this problem, but Leeds City Council

(LCC) have a strict approach and are making it

a priority to catch and prosecute fly tippers.

What can you do about fly tipping?
• First of al l , don’t be a fly tipper! Just because

some people do it doesn’t mean you should.

Remember: if you get caught fly tipping, you’l l

have to pay hundreds or thousands of pounds

in fines, court costs and victim surcharges, and

you may even end up in prison. I f you cannot

get to a Recycling Site LCC have a free bulky

waste collection service available. So if you

have any bulky waste items such as old

fridge/freezers, carpets, sofas etc, book a

collection.

• I f you notice someone il legal ly dumping waste,

report them. Make sure to take note of the

date, time, and location of the incident, the type

of waste that was dumped, the name of the

perpetrator (if you know them), and the

registration number of the vehicle used by the

perpetrator and if you notice items have an

address on them, report the address too – it is

surprising how often items are dumped which

actual ly contain detai ls of those responsible!

• I f you do not see the actual incident, you

should sti l l report it as several reports are better

than none at al l .

• LCC wil l act right away but, if they don’t, make

sure to fol low up your report ASAP. Don’t wait

too long, particularly during summer since the

heat wil l make biodegradable waste go bad

quickly and release an offensive smell .To report

fly tipping or to arrange a free collection of bulky

waste:Call 011 3 2224406 or go to

www.leeds.gob.uk
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