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Chairman's Report

Firstly, I would like to welcome our latest member of the Parish Council.
George Coppock was coopted to the council at the July meeting and with a
young family, we welcome his perspective on the village and its amenities. I
would also like to thank him for providing the abstract photos on the cover of
this Newsletter – yes, they really are of Thorner.
The summer months and growing season are well and truly upon us and while
this may be great for our gardens and the farmers among us, unfortunately it
has highlighted some issues with our gardening contract. We hope that the
problems have now been resolved and we apologise for the fact that some
areas of the village have not been maintained as well as we would like.
The Playground Group continue to progress the improvements to the existing
playground and the introduction of outdoor fitness equipment in the village.
However, there is some debate over the siting of the fitness equipment and we
would very much like to hear your views – both positive and negative. (See later
article)
The traffic management changes for the Leeds Festival this year should result
in a taxi free village for the period of the festival and we welcome this change.
If anyone has any concerns about the restricted access to the village, please do
attend one of the dropin sessions or contact Marcus directly. (See later article
for details) We would also urge people where possible to remove their vehicles
from Main Street on the Sunday evening as this will make it easier for the
festival buses to flow freely and prevent them idling outside of people’s houses.

Finally, I would like to thank Tom Mycock for all his hard work during his many
years on the Parish Council. Tom’s resignation has now resulted in a space on
the Parish Council and we are looking to coopt another member at the August
meeting. If you are interested in serving on the Parish Council, please send a
quick resume to our Clerk who will inform you of the process.
Have a wonderful summer.

Victoria

Your Parish Councillors are:

Richard Bould 2893899

Gwen Brown 2893372

George Coppock 07960 407745

Liz De Dombal 8800485

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus 2892258

Diane Gibbins 2893883

Dave Johnston 289221 9

John Player 201 71 36

All correspondence should be directed to the

Clerk. His detai ls are as fol lows:

Barry Riley - Tel. 011 3 2640865 or

email : thornerparishcouncil@gmail .com



Thorner Playground & Adult Fitness Area - Update

The developing ideas and proposals for the Playground and

the Adult Fitness area have been in previous issues of

Thorner News (November 201 6, February 201 7 and the Apri l

201 7 Annual Report). In addition, detai ls of al l the new

equipment were discussed at the Annual Parish meeting in

May 201 7.

Playground
We are now in the process of submitting plans to Leeds City

Council for planning approval for the changes to the

Playground.

Some funding is sti l l required and we plan to submit bids to

both the Thorner Community Fund and Leeds City Council ’s

Community Wellbeing Fund for the remaining funds required.

Adult Fitness Equipment
There have been some concerns raised by residents about

the siting of the adult fitness equipment at the locations on the

Mil lennium Green proposed by the Parish Council .

The Playground Group has taken these concerns on board and

proposed a new location for the adult fitness equipment adjacent to

the existing children’s playground which wil l not impair views of the

church, while remaining ful ly accessible in a central vi l lage location to

encourage maximum participation. An alternative location on the field

next to the Victory Hall has been suggested by some residents.

Therefore, it was agreed at the July Parish Council meeting to carry

out a survey of Thorner residents before submitting plans to Leeds

City Council for the adult fitness equipment

– see insert.

In October 201 6 the Parish Council was

informed about the opportunity to bid for

funding for Adult Fitness equipment. The

Parish Council decided to apply for funding

from the Big Lottery Fund to provide additional facil ities for Thorner

that could be entirely funded from external sources. The bid was

successful and we received a grant of £1 0,000 for Outdoor Adult

Fitness facil ities.

Please return the completed survey form to one of the collection

boxes, either in the shop on Main Street or Delectations. Forms must

be returned by 21 August.

We are asking for as many people as possible to complete the survey

forms. I t would be very helpful for the Parish Council to know the

views of a large number of residents before a planning application is

made.



Open Gardens June 2017

The recent Open Gardens event
raised over £3000 which will go
towards the essential repairs to St
Peters Church Tower.
There were 8 gardens open to the
public as well as the Churchyard.
We were blessed with beautiful
weather to view the amazing
secret gardens hidden behind
hedges and walls.
Huge thanks go to so many people
but especially to Georgi Sinclair
who kindly organised the event
and to the people who opened
their gardens.





Cricket
Thorner Mexborough CC

has two teams playing in

Divisions 2 and 3 of the

Wetherby League and an

under 9 team that plays

on Sunday mornings. At

the time of writing we are

now a third of the way through the season

and both teams are doing very well and more

importantly having fun!

The First XI are sitting at joint 2nd position

having won all but 1 of the games they have

played. The highl ight so far has been chasing

down a 300 run target set by Meanwood CC

with several overs to spare – comfortably the

largest batting total the side has achieved in

the last 5 years.

The Second XI are in 4th place with a 50%

win rate, which is very pleasing given that

they achieved promotion from Division 4 at

the end of last season and are competing

well at this higher level.

This is the second year since we re-started

junior cricket at the club. Training is being

held on Saturday mornings, for boys and girls

aged 5+. We have an under 9 team which

plays in the Wetherby league on Sunday

mornings and hope to add an under 11 team

from next year. We have also signed up to

the ECB's "All Stars Cricket" initiative, which

is aimed at children aged 5 - 8, and wil l

operate 1 -hour sessions at the club at 6pm

on Friday nights from 1 4 July. Please contact

Josh Walker for more information on junior

cricket.

After a lot of hard work over the winter and

spring, our ground at the bottom of Sandhil ls

is looking great and we would love people to

come up and watch on a Saturday afternoon.

As usual, we are always looking for people

who’d l ike to get involved in the Club, not just

playing, but helping with the ground, scoring,

umpiring, coaching the juniors or even some

sponsorship! Please contact Alastair Foster if

you’d l ike to get involved in any way. Final ly,

we’d l ike to thank Sheila at the Mexborough

for her support this season.

Leeds Festival
Important Information for Thorner Residents
re Leeds Festival 2017

As you wil l be aware, the decision has been

made to restrict access to Thorner Vil lage to

al l non-residents, with the exception of those

needing to travel to the vil lage for work/use

local businesses. All festival goers wil l be

pre-warned that this year they wil l not be able

to cut through the vil lage. This wil l also be

communicated to taxi drivers who have used

the route in previous years as a shortcut.

This should result in a significantly lower

amount of traffic and disruption to the vil lage.

Leeds Festival organisers would l ike to do as

much as possible to reduce any

inconvenience to local residents, and wil l be

sending out 2 x Thorner Vil lage Road

Closure passes per household to be

displayed in any vehicle wishing to pass

freely through the vil lage between Tuesday

22nd August at 7pm, to Monday 28th August

at 3pm. A Vil lage Liaison Manager has been

appointed and wil l be available to answer any

questions, or distribute any additional vehicle

passes needed at the fol lowing drop in

sessions:

Thorner Victory Hall, Carr Ln, Thorner,
Leeds LS14 3EY
 Thursday 3rd August at 7pm9pm at
 Thursday 10th August at 7pm9pm at

Should you have any further concerns or

queries, please do not hesitate to contact

Marcus, our Vil lage Liaison Manager on

thornervil lage@festivalrepublic.com who wil l

be happy to assist and answer and

questions.



Police Report
Could you help reduce crime in the vil lage?

The police would l ike to thank all those who

are members of either the CCTV Scheme or

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. The efforts

of whom have helped to reduce crime in our

vi l lage.

I f anyone else would l ike to join either

scheme, please email Geoff Nottingham at:

Geoffrey.nottingham@westyorkshire.pnn.pol i

ce.uk

Speeding

Please drive within the speed limits of 30

MPH. This not only

benefits the vil lage, but

may also benefit your

pocket! Police speed

checks are soon to be

extended and they now have an officer giving

out speed tickets. They have already

targeted some of the other vi l lages and wil l

be visiting Thorner sometime soon.

Thorner Community Fund
Grant 201 7

The Thorne Community Fund (TCF)

committee is once again able to distribute the

funds raised through Leeds Festival resident

ticket donations.

All vi l lage groups have recently been invited

to apply for a grant on behalf of their

organisation, club, group or project.

Applications must be received by Sunday

1 0th September 201 7.

I f you have not been invited and would l ike

to apply, or you would l ike further information,

please write to

thornercommunityfund@gmail .com. or ring

Gil l ian Riley on 011 3 28921 72.

Last year’s al location of funds can be

viewed on the vil lage website -

www.thornervil lage.org.uk . On the Home

Page, cl ick on “Community Fund Allocation”.

Gil l ian Riley

Thorner Community Fund

Thorner Bowling Club
Pictured is Thorner Bowling Clubs youngest

member, Owen Laurie,

aged 11 . Owen has been

bowling for just 2 years,

but has already shown his

prowess at the game. He

has proved good enough

to force his way in to the

club teams, and has

represented Leeds at

junior level. To top this off, he has just

received his first cal l-up at County level,

albeit as a reserve at present. Not a bad CV

in such a short space of time. Owen is not the

only young bowler we have, but we need

more like him to secure the club’s future. Why

not bring your son, daughter, or grandchild

along to the club, to give the game a try. Not

everyone can excel at footbal l , rugby, or

cricket. The game requires a great deal of

skil l , and patience, to get to a decent level,

and there are not many sports around where

girls & boys can play together without

prejudice.

For further information contact:

Derek Potter 2892055

Ian Stokoe 289221 7

Peter/Christine Holmes 2892885

1 st Thorner & Scarcroft Scouts

How’s Your Decision Making?

Would you like to get involved with the fastest

growing youth organization in the local area

but don’t want to work directly with young

people? You could be exactly who we’re

looking for! We’re actively recruiting

additional volunteers to join our Group

Executive Committee. Sounds official ,

doesn’t it? Really we’re a relaxed group of

volunteers responsible for making the

important decisions to support the running of

1 st Thorner and Scarcroft Scout Group. The

only commitment is to attend three evening

meetings a year (one each term) along with

attending our Annual General Meeting and

complete a few tasks between meetings – so



i t’s great for a busy person.

Scouting provides l ife-changing fun,

challenge and adventure to local young

people (both boys and girls), al lowing them to

develop the l ife skil ls they don’t pick up in

school, and you can be a part of making this

happen. Visit www.TASscouts.org.uk/exec for

more information.

Scout Group Fun Day: 9th September ‘17
124pm, Village Green

Want to experience adventure? Have a great

afternoon out with your family and friends?

The first ever Scout Group fun day is taking

place in Thorner on the 9th September and

it’s open to all ! We’re really excited to be able

to provide a whole range of exciting activities

for al l ages (children and adults) as well as

food and drinks to keep you going through

the afternoon. For now just save the date and

keep your eyes peeled for more information

on our website

(www.TASscouts.org.uk/funday), Facebook

and around the vil lage in due course.

Victory Hall
The aging heating system

pipework wil l be replaced

during July and August. This

wil l be paid for thanks to

proceeds from fund raisers,

boosted by a grant al location of £7500 from

Thorner Community Fund. The work wil l

provide a heating system that’s more

efficient, and help to keep costs down.

Next in our plans is a re-vamp for the bar,

which is an important hub at fund raisers and

hirings for parties and wedding receptions. I f

you have any ideas on how the bar facil ities

might be improved, or can offer assistance

with design, manufacture or instal lation we’d

be delighted to hear from you. Please email :

John Calvert: calvert. john@talk21 .com or

tel. 011 3 2893035 or Pete Schofield

pete.s.vichal l@btopenworld.com,

tel.011 3 2892346

Make a note of our next major fund raiser
ANNUAL BONFIRE & FIREWORK

FESTIVAL

Saturday 4th November 201 7

Keep an eye on our website for more detai ls

www.thornervictoryhall .com

To make sure you’re kept up to date with

what’s going on at Thorner Victory Hall

please ask to go on our monthly e mail ing l ist

send an e mail to the:

victoryhall@btinternet.com

Methodist
Many thanks to those of you who

came and supported our coffee

morning held on Saturday 20th May

in aid of Martin House Hospice. I

promised to let you know the total

col lected for this charity, which amounted to

£353. Thank you for making this total

possible, we are very grateful for your

support.

An early reminder about our September

coffee morning, which is in aid of St.

Gemma’s Hospice, and takes place on

Saturday 1 6th September from 1 0-1 2noon.

Bacon butties wil l be served and we wil l have

our usual cake, produce and bric a brac

stal ls. Do please support us if you can. We

look forward to seeing you!

I t just remains for me to wish you all on

behalf of everyone here at Thorner

Methodists, a very blessed and restful

Summer and we thank you for your wonderful

support during the past Methodist

Connexional year which ends in August. We

hope to see you on Saturday 1 6th

September!

With every blessing

Ann Johnson

Thorner Senior Church Steward

Tel: 289 3532

Email: vanceann@btinternet.com
Mob: 07949 809375



St Peter’s Church
In July, St Peter's Church, together with

Scholes and Barwick Churches,

welcome Bob Bailey, our new curate.

Bob wil l be learning how to be a vicar

over the next 3 to 4 years in these

parishes. Thorner Church official ly

welcomed him on 2nd July in an All Age

Service in the morning, and then again at

a Compline Service at 5pm which was

fol lowed by wine and 'nibbles'. Thorner

Church All Age Harvest Festival wil l take

place on Sunday October 1 st at 9:1 5am.

Blessings.

Andy

Diary Events - August to November 201 7



Thorner Historical Society :

invite you to join us on a trip to Wentworth, a stately home with the

longest facade in Europe.

Date: 1 5th October 201 7

Cost: £36 for the coach and entry charge. £38 for non members

Meet: 1 0-45am outside the Mexborough Pub to board the coach

Arrive: about 1 2 noon to allow time for a visit to the cafe or

have a picnic lunch & a quick look at the gardens

The private Guided Tour starts 2pm and wil l end about

4-30pm.Rest stops on the way round.

Coach returns at 5-30pm toThorner

YOU MUST READ

"Black Diamonds"
This is an interesting Penguin book by Catherine Bailey &

first published in 2007. There is also a £1 .99 ebook

download for those with tablets. The "diamonds" of course

are a reference to the coal seams running under the

estate. Open cast mining of the park, at the instigation of

Emmanuel Shinwell , Minister of Fuel in Attlee’s Labour

Government” were a cause of dispute and ultimately part

of the cause of the estate's demise. The Coal Board has

subsequently had to pay for subsidence due to mining too

close to Wentworth House.

Chancellor stumps up £7.6m for
Wentworth Woodhouse in 201 6

Earl ier last year the Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation

Trust (WWPT) managed to raise £7m to buy the house

from its last private owners, the Newbold family, a mil l ion

under the asking price. But they need many more mil l ions

to carry out urgent repairs to safeguard what Hammond

called “this key piece of northern heritage”.

Estimates say it wil l cost £42m over the next 1 2 to 1 5

years to ful ly restore the property to what Marcus Binney

from Save Britain’s Heritage calls “a true people’s palace”.

But the £7.6m from the government wil l at least pay for the

leaky roof to be fixed and stop the damp from completely

ruining the splendid interiors.

They hope to eventual ly open the main interiors and

gardens to the public, with the help of the National Trust.

They want weddings and special events to take place in

the north wing, which was once used as the Sheffield

University refectory, and to create offices in the stables.

Plans have also been submitted to create 1 5 residential

units in the south wing, which would be used as holiday

lets or on short-hold leases to provide an income stream



for the WWPT.

Clifford Newbold, an architect who was involved in the

design of Milbank Tower and Dungeness Lighthouse, had

hoped to restore the palace to its Georgian splendour, but he

died May 201 5. After buying the estate for just £1 .5m in

1 999, his family struggled to pay the £500,000 a year it costs

to keep the house ticking over.Their financial woes were

compounded when they lost a high court battle with the UK

Coal Authority. They claimed over £1 00m damage had been

caused by an opencast mine which was dug in the 250-acre

estate from 1 947.

Wentworth Woodhouse was original ly the home of King

Charles I ’s i l l-fated administrator, Thomas Wentworth, 1 st

Earl of Strafford, who used it for political entertaining. There

were 60 family members and servants l iving in the house in

the early 1 7th century, and it was later home to Charles

Watson-Wentworth, a British Whig politician who served

twice as prime minister.

Forthcoming Historical Talk:

The Secret life of Charles Dickens or "Sex behind closed
doors" as today's tabloids might put it.
Pat Osbourne, a popular speaker, is returning to Victory Hall

on Wed. 22nd of November to tel l us

the inside secrets of Charles

Dickens' l ife.

Doors & bar open at 7pm

See exhibition on display

Talk starts approx 7-30pm

Contacts for either event are:

Gwen Brown at gwenbrown3@btinternet.com, tel 289 3372

Val Forster at val. forster@outlook.com, tel. 289 2758






