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APRIL 2013 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Wednesday 8th May, 7.00pm, Victory Hall 

This is the annual meeting of all electors in the 
parish, and your chance to find out what the 
Parish Council has been doing, how it has spent 
your money, what its plans are for the coming 
year, and to have YOUR say about the issues that 
affect Thorner. Agenda items include 
Neighbourhood Watch, the Neighbourhood Plan, 
and a slot for village societies to tell us about 

what they do. ALL WELCOME. 

DOG FOULING – CLEAN UP OR PAY UP! 
The Parish Council has received numerous complaints about dog 
owners failing to clean up dog waste. If you see someone failing 
to clean up, call Leeds City Council on 0113 2224406. 
Enforcement officers will fine the culprit £75. Officers do not 
have to catch the offender red-handed – witness statements are 
enough. Those who bag the mess but fail to bin it, could face an 
additional charge for littering of up to £2,500. Waste should be 
placed in a plastic bag and can then be disposed of in any litter 
bin.  Did you know that dog waste is a risk to children’s health? 
From this week Leeds City Council is stepping up its action on dog 

 
                 Daffodils by the beck in Sandhills 

fouling, with additional and more 
frequent patrols. Dog fouling spoils 
people’s enjoyment of our 
neighbourhood. The Parish Council 
has reported the worst affected 
areas. You have been warned. The 
Parish Council would like to thank 
those who do clean up after their 
dogs, trying to keep Thorner a 
clean and pleasant village to walk 
and live in. 

 

   

TRAFFIC AND PARKING – RESPONSE FROM LEEDS CITY COUNCIL 
Following the feedback from the Traffic Survey, the Parish Council has written to Leeds City Council Highways 
Department with its proposals, and the response is summarised below (Highways paraphrased comments in bold).  
The general message is that Highways are unlikely to implement any of the recommendations. 

 Double yellow lines should be painted at key points: 
These are likely to displace the parking to other locations which may also be problematic. A legal Traffic Regulation 
Order would be needed which is a ‘lengthy and costly process’. The restrictions would raise objections from 
affected residents. 

 The 30mph speed limit on Carr Lane should be moved to before Westfield Lodge: 
The existing 30mph speed limit is covered by a legal Speed Limit Order and in order to change the extent of the 
30mph speed limit it would be necessary to progress a new Speed Limit Order, which as with the Traffic Regulation 
Order is a lengthy and costly process. 

 Speed indicator devices should be installed on all three routes into the village: 
Latest research shows that Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) are not effective in reducing speed in the long-term, and 
that reduction in speed is only over a short distance after the SID. The devices are very costly and enforcement by 
West Yorkshire Police may be a more appropriate solution. 
 
The budget is committed for 2013-14, however if another scheme is carried out in the area, the proposed work may 
be included as part of a package. In this case Highways would undertake its own consultation. The officer concluded 
by stating that: ‘I am sorry I cannot be more positive in acceding to the Parish Council’s requests, but I will ensure 
this is kept under consideration for inclusion on our works programme as and when resources become available.’ 
For the full text of Highways’ response, please contact the Clerk. 
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THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT, 2012-13 

 
CHANGES IN THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Tom Mycock was re-elected as Chairman at the Annual Parish Council meeting in May 2012. Diane Gibbins decided to 
step down as Vice Chairman, and Graham Castle was elected in her place. In October 2012 Steven Wood stepped down 
as Clerk after several years of hard work, and Kate James was appointed to the position. 
 
WHAT HAS THE PARISH COUNCIL DONE OVER THE PAST YEAR? 
Snow plough 
For the second consecutive year, the snow plough has done sterling work in gritting and clearing pavements and 
footpaths during what has seemed like a very long winter. Many residents have expressed their gratitude for this 
service, which is run by volunteers. 
 
Traffic and parking 
At last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, the Parish Council was asked to address what were perceived to be problematic 
traffic and parking issues in the village. In response, the Parish Council set up a traffic and parking working party which 
undertook a survey, delivered to all residents.  25% of households responded, and various issues were raised. Based on 
residents’ responses, the Parish Council made a series of proposals which were sent to Leeds City Council Highways, as 
the responsible body. Their response is summarised on the front page. If anyone would like to see the full response, 
please contact the Clerk. In the absence of any restrictions being put into place, the Parish Council would ask residents 
to park considerately and observe the Highway Code.  
 

 

 

 
Recently refurbished 

bench by the cricket field. 

Green Team 
The Parish Council is responsible for various green spaces around the village and the 
Green Team works hard to keep them looking tidy and attractive. The Residents 
Association also does an excellent job in maintaining numerous flower beds round the 
village, and looking after Shaun the Sheep on Kirkfield Green. The Parish Council would 
like to say thank you to all the volunteers who joined in the village tidy-up on Saturday 
13th April. We made a real improvement. Leeds City Council is responsible for cutting 
certain grassed areas, and this has improved since a change in contractor. The Green 
Team also looks after the many benches in the village and there is an ongoing 
programme of refurbishment and replacement.  

 
Planning and development 
Planning discussions regarding the Grimes Dyke and East Leeds Extension (ELE) developments continue. In terms of the 
ELE, current discussions are focused on traffic management and the final route of the orbital road.  The Parish Council is 
represented on a local forum in order to keep up to date with developments and speak up for the village on particular 
issues. Whinmoor Cemetery is almost complete and will be open soon. The Parish Council is given details of all planning 
applications for properties in the parish, and makes comments which are submitted to Leeds City Council. If your 
planning application appears on the agenda for a Parish Council meeting, feel free to come along and make a 
representation if you have any comments you would like to make. 
 
Village Green application 
The Parish Council is concerned that the green space at the junction of Bramham Road and 
Kirkfield Avenue is under threat of development, and recently wrote to each household 
offering the opportunity to support a village green application, which would protect the 
land as a space for recreational use. Thank you to all those who provided evidence to 
support the application, which is now being considered by Leeds City Council. We will 
publicise the outcome when we are informed of the decision. 

 
 

 

 
Supporting village activities 
Over the past year the Parish Council has supported a variety of groups including youth activities and the British Legion, 
and has provided storage for the village archive.  It was proud to play a small part in supporting the wonderful Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations which took place in June. 
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PLANS FOR THE COMING YEAR 
The Parish Council has plans for various projects and activities which will it hopes will be of benefit to the  
village, including those detailed below. 
 
Improvements to the ford – we are currently exploring the possibility of 
undertaking work to the bed of the ford due to erosion under the existing 
sewer pipe. The aims would be to prevent sewage leaks, erosion to the 
ford bed, and undermining of the footpath, as well as to improve the 
appearance of the feature. Currently the relevant parties are being 
consulted and a decision will be taken once this consultation is complete. 
 

 

 

 

 
Supporting village projects – for example, the Parish Council has committed to donate a sum of money towards a new 
roof for the Parish Centre. It will also be supporting the group that is improving Sam Sykes Ginnel. 
 

 

 

 
Surveying public rights of way – Leeds City Council cannot resource this, therefore 
the Parish Council has agreed to undertake the Condition Survey of Thorner’s 
footpaths, to identify any maintenance and repair issues, which will hopefully result in 
any problems being addressed more speedily. If anyone is interested in volunteering 
to survey one of Thorner’s 16 public rights of way, please contact the Clerk.  
 

 
Neighbourhood Plan 
This will build on the work of the Village Design Statement. The Localism Act 2011 gives local communities the power to 
shape and influence development in their area by creating a neighbourhood plan. If passed, the plans are legally binding 
on planning officers, and could result in additional funds for the village. You can find out more at the Annual Parish 
Meeting on 8th May, and if you are interested in getting involved in the steering group, please contact the Clerk. 
Consultation will be taking place over the next few months – if you have a vision for Thorner over the next 10-15 years, 
please make sure your voice is heard. 
 
Bandstand for Millennium Green? 
What do you think a bandstand like this one would look like as a focal point on Millennium 
Green? This is an idea being considered by the Parish Council but we would like your 
thoughts. Please contact the Clerk if you have any comments, or if you have any alternative 
suggestions. 

 

 
 
THANK YOU 
The work of the Parish Council would not be possible without the dedicated help of many residents who give up their 
time freely to perform a variety of tasks including gardening, newsletter delivery, snow-clearing, providing professional 
advice, operating the Speed Indicator Device, and helping with the village tidy-up. The Parish Council is very grateful to 
those people. 
 
KEEPING UP TO DATE 
Parish Council agendas and minutes are available on the village noticeboard and website, and the newsletter is 
delivered to every house in the village. If you would like to be added to the electronic mailing list, please contact the 
Clerk. A new Parish Council website will be launched in the next few months – watch this space! Members of the public 
are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings, which are held at the Methodist Church on Main Street. The Parish 
Council exists to represent YOU, and if you have an issue that you would like to raise, please contact the Clerk who will 
make sure it goes on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
Tom Mycock 

Chairman, Thorner Parish Council 
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PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2012-13 
 

 

We are extremely grateful to 
Giles Middlemiss for his work 
as Internal Auditor. The 
external auditor is appointed 
nationally, and this audit will 
take place in June. The 
accounts will be presented at 
the Annual Parish Meeting on 
8th May. If anyone would like 
further details of the accounts, 
please contact the Clerk.  
 
Please see below a summary of 
the Parish Council’s financial 
position and how it has 
changed over the year. If 
anyone would like to see the 
full bank reconciliation for the 
financial year ended 31st March 
2013, please contact the Clerk. 

Opening balance per 
Cash Book at 
31/03/2012 

£29,142.95 

Add: receipts in the 
year 

£31,649.05 

Less: payments in 
the year 

£29,510.10 

Closing balance per 
Cash Book 

£31,281.90 

 
The closing balance represents 
the capital funds available to 

the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council’s main source of 
income is the Parish Precept, 
paid by Leeds City Council, 
which is funded from Council 
Tax.  
 

     
 

STREET CLEANING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT 
Your local Leeds City Council street cleaning and environmental enforcement service now has a 
Facebook page which it is keen for residents and other interested groups people to ‘like’. The page 
will be updated with what the team and others are doing, with opportunity to comment and feed 
ideas into. Stories are tweeted to @LCCEnvServENE for those who are part of the Twitter community. 

 

It is hoped this can become a growing network of people not just interested in finding out what is being done, but 
also to help share contacts, stories and ideas between like-minded people/groups wanting to support each other in 
keeping our neighbourhoods and villages clean and tidy. Find us here: http://www.facebook.com/LCCEnvServENE. 

RECEIPTS

 Budget 

2012/13 

 Actual 

2012/13 

 Budget 

2013/14 

Precept 27,000.00£ 27,000.00£   27,000.00£ 

Allotment Rent 260.00£      257.50£        260.00£      

Bank interest 300.00£      944.59£        300.00£      

Grants 1,000.00£     1,000.00£   

VAT refund 1,818.96£     

Donation 628.00£        

TOTAL 27,560.00£ 31,649.05£   28,560.00£ 

PAYMENTS

Administration Clerk's salary 6,000.00£   5,815.52£     5,000.00£   

Post/telephone 100.00£      82.50£          100.00£      

Travel 200.00£      72.90£          100.00£      

Stationery 1,000.00£   1,387.45£     100.00£      

Off ice equipment 400.00£      

New sletter 700.00£      847.40£        1,000.00£   

Insurance 450.00£      700.73£        720.00£      

Subscriptions 650.00£      628.00£        650.00£      

Training 300.00£      250.00£        300.00£      

Publications 50.00£        12.00£          50.00£        

VAT 2,050.55£     

Allotment expenses Rent 100.00£      100.00£        100.00£      

Water charges 150.00£      99.57£          100.00£      

Other 50.00£        

Land by ford 50.00£        50.00£          50.00£        

Noticeboard 20.00£        20.00£          20.00£        

Room hire 400.00£      238.00£        300.00£      

Professional fees 550.00£      428.50£        550.00£      

Green team Grass cutting 3,500.00£   2,848.00£     3,500.00£   

Gardening 500.00£      65.00£          1,500.00£   

Maintenance and repairs 1,500.00£   1,406.68£     

Plants and bulbs 1,000.00£   192.89£        

Playground 1,600.00£   35.00£          

Playground savings 1,600.00£   

Playground maintenance 500.00£      

Church 1,000.00£   2,654.50£     1,000.00£   

Royal British Legion 25.00£        120.00£        120.00£      

Thorner Historical Society 275.00£      258.12£        275.00£      

Other 250.00£      947.13£        

Christmas tree & lights 100.00£      84.58£          200.00£      

Electricity charges 250.00£      149.08£        350.00£      

Youth fund 3,250.00£   3,250.00£     3,250.00£   

Website 50.00£        50.00£        

Chairman's Allow ance 50.00£        112.76£        50.00£        

Snow  clearing equipment 1,000.00£   2,791.08£     500.00£      

Diamond Jubilee 1,000.00£   695.00£        

YEDL Substation 1,500.00£   

 YEDL Substation maintenance 200.00£      

Benches 1,117.16£     

Public projects & repairs 5,675.00£   

Boules shelter maintenance 200.00£      

TOTAL 27,570.00£ 29,510.10£   28,560.00£ 

http://www.facebook.com/LCCEnvServENE
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NOT TO BE MISSED – PUT THE WEEKEND OF 29/30 JUNE IN YOUR DIARIES! 
 

THORNER GALA 
SATURDAY 29th JUNE 2013  

12 – 4pm 
 

This year’s Gala will kick off with the Fancy Dress Parade from the Beehive - meet at 
11.45am at the Beehive car park. Pets and ponies are welcome to join us to lead the Parade 
down Main Street. 
 

 

Some favourites from previous years will be joining us including Hope Pastures with their miniature Shetlands Dottie 
and Angel, and for those of you feeling a little more energetic, the Rodeo Sheep will be back again for young and old 
to enjoy!  This year we will also be joined by Toby the Magician, and the Park Rose Birds of Prey Centre with their 
interactive and educational falconry display and an opportunity for you to have your photograph taken handling the 
birds. 
 
Don’t forget to fetch your dog for the ever popular Dog Show.  Enter your dog into Waggiest Tail, Retrieve the 
Sausage and Musical Sit.  This year we will also be running a Children’s Art Competition.  Please bring your entry on 
the day.  All entries must be on A4 paper.  Please put your name and age clearly on the back of your art work.  Also, 
start getting a team together ready for this year’s Tug of War Competition!  
 
Don’t worry you won’t go hungry or thirsty with sweets, lemonade and cakes, all homemade, on offer, along with a 
BBQ, sandwiches, hotdogs, fresh coffee and a Bar.   
 
And of course we have ordered Sunshine  
 
Jo Thompson 2892238, Steve Knowles 2892095, Cathy Deneven 2892578, or Gemma Whawell 2892013 or email us at 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com. 

 

VILLAGE PICNIC,  FAMILY SPORTS AND TALENT SHOW  FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY 30TH JUNE 2013 

On Sunday 30th June 2013, the day after the Thorner Gala, the Village Picnic, Family 
Sports, and Thorner HAS Talent day will be held, commencing at 12.00 noon. This is a 
day when it is hoped the whole community will gather on the Millennium Green to 
enjoy a fun day with friends and neighbours. 
 
Last year many people put on their own sumptuous and amazing picnic either as 
individuals or groups, and certainly created a wonderful party atmosphere which we 
are sure will be emulated this year. Barbecues will be provided for those who wish to 
bring along their own food, the beer tent will be open from 12.00 as will the tea and 
coffee booth. 
 
The same group of masterful organisers as last year at the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations will again be managing the many and extremely interesting family sports 
events, and Thorner’s very own impresario Alex Foster will be organising the Thorner 
HAS Talent Show.  

 
 

 
 

 

Volunteers to help with the setting up and dismantling will be very welcome. 
 
For further information contact David Fryer on 2893067 or david.fryer1@tesco.net, and to register your ‘act’ for the 
talent show, Alex Foster on 2892877 and alex.foster@parklaneplowden.co.uk 
 
Put this date along with that of the popular Thorner Gala the previous day in your diary, to make sure you do not miss the miss 
the Thorner Gala and Fun Festival weekend. 

 

mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:david.fryer1@tesco.net
mailto:alex.foster@parklaneplowden.co.uk
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VICTORY HALL NEWS 

Thanks to everyone who came, helped or in any way supported the comedy and beer 
festivals. Figures aren’t yet in yet for the beer festival, but the two nights of comedy 
raised £12,000, most of which will be spent on further improvements to the hall. But, as 
usual, a donation has also been made to the Kenyan Orphan Project which supports 
orphans and vulnerable children in western Kenya. As a result of the improvement work,  
the hall is attracting more and more bookings. But there’s still room for extra weekly meetings and classes. Would 
you like us to help you learn a new language? Or are there other adult education classes you’d like to try? Do let us 
know by emailing thevictoryhall@btinternet.com which is also the address to sign up for our monthly newsletter. 

 

You’re also welcome to come with your suggestions to our AGM on 
Wednesday 15th May at 8.30pm. All residents of Thorner are entitled to 
attend. Details of everything else that’s happening at the hall are on our 
website: thornervictoryhall.co.uk.  
 

Left: the Lord Mayor of Leeds Councillor Ann Castle picked up some tips 
from Thorner's ‘Dorris Dancers’ when visiting Thorner Beer Festival on 
Saturday 20th April. Proceeds from the sale of Leeds Brewery’s Monsoon 
Pale Ale at the Festival were allocated to the Lord Mayor’s charity which this 
year is Crohns and Colitis UK – a total of £300 was raised. 

 

 

 

 

In for a penny, in for a pound 
It’s love that makes the world go round 

Saturday 8th June – The Victory Hall 
An evening of light-hearted entertainment consisting of Gilbert and Sullivan (and 
some non-Gilbert and Sullivan) words and music. For your enjoyment and 
delectation, Leeds Gilbert and Sullivan Society will be delighted to welcome you to 
this evening of entertainment and hearty food!  The programme promises to be 
romantic and humorous!   

Tickets only £16.50 each.  Tables for 8-10 may be booked in advance. Bar opens at 7.15 pm.   
Revelries commence at 7.45 pm. For tickets ‘phone 2892219. 

 
Thorner Village Show Society presents: 

A talk by Julie Peckham on the 

HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME 
7:30pm Thursday 30th May 

Parish Centre 
Tickets £5 including light refreshments 

For tickets please contact: Andy Voice 2893271, Jayne Rignall 2892581, or Dawn Clarkson 
07932 434109. 

 

 

 

THORNER & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
This year’s summer trip will be on Saturday 25

th

 May. We will leave the 

Mexborough Arms at 8.30am so as to arrive in Pickering in time for morning 

coffee before catching The North Yorkshire Steam Railway to Whitby. The 

afternoon will be spent in Whitby where you will have free time before the coach 

will pick us up to take us home to Thorner. 

The cost of the trip including the coach and train journey we hope will be £25 and you can either bring your own picnic 

or eat out at a variety of establishments in the town.  There are only 3 places left on this popular trip, so if you would like 

to join us please contact the Treasurer Angus Yates on 0113 2892811 or at beverley.yates@ukgateway.net  or the 

Secretary Gwen Brown on 0113 2893372 or at gwenbrown3@btinternet.com.  

 

Remember if there is anything you would like to add to the archive please contact Mr Richard Gibson on 0113 2893260 

or at r.e.gibson@btinternet.com or Gwen Brown on 0113 2893372 or at gwenbrown3@btinternet.com. 

mailto:thevictoryhall@btinternet.com
mailto:beverley.yates@ukgateway.net
mailto:gwenbrown3@btinternet.com
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THORNER OVER 60’s 

After the AGM in March, and the Committee Meeting 
the following week, I can confirm the Officers of the 
Over 60’s are:- 

    

 

President 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Outings and Events   
Membership 

Mr David Ake 
Mr Giles Middlemiss 
Mr Steven Wood 
Mrs Ann Wigglesworth 
Mrs Marion Hobson 
Mrs Margaret Parkins 

  
There are currently vacancies for at least two more 
committee members, and we are looking for volunteers. 

The Association exists for the benefit of the residents 
of Thorner who are over 60 years old. However, the 
new Constitution, adopted at the recent AGM, allows 
the Committee to accept members who do not 
strictly meet the qualifying criteria. No-one should 
feel excluded. 

On Monday and Thursday mornings, the Association 
opens its doors and offers coffee and cake to anyone 
who chooses to call in. 

On Monday afternoon a number of members meet 
with their paints and brushes, and spend a couple of 
hours indulging their interest in art, exchanging ideas 
and compliments over a cup of tea. 

On Tuesday morning a group of members come 
together for computer classes. The Centre has a 
number of laptop computers, and members come to 
learn how to use them, and to access the internet. 
The Association subscribes to certain Ancestry 
programmes, and some members use these sessions 
to research their family history. 

Tuesday afternoon is time for bridge. These sessions are 
intended to teach residents how to play, and anyone, of 
any standard, is welcome. 

Wednesday is the day reserved for lunches and trips. 

Thursday afternoon is time for Craft. Members receive 
guidance and support in making cards and gift boxes, 
etc. 

Members come to sew and knit on Friday mornings at 
Stitch and Mix, exchanging ideas and gossip, and 
drinking tea. 

The Committee is looking to organise additional events, 
which will be advertised on the notice board and in the 
centre. 

Above all we need the support of all residents. Please 
consider joining (subscription £7.00) if only to ensure 
that we can continue to deliver a full service to those 
residents who count on the Association for support. 

Steven Wood 

 

THORNER  JUNIOR  YOUTH  CLUB 
The Junior Youth Club meets in the Parish Centre on Tuesday evenings at 6.30pm for an 
evening of activities including table tennis, snooker/pool, air hockey, art projects and 
baking.  Recently members enjoyed a visit to the Cube in Millennium Square for a session 
of ice skating which was supported with a grant from Thorner Community Fund.  Members 
have also decorated cakes and sold these in support of Red Nose Day.  If you are between 
7 and 13 years of age do come along and enjoy the fun; subs are £1 per session. We would 

 

like to thank all those who supported our Christmas raffle outside Thorner Stores which raised £109. Our Annual 
General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th May 2013 in the Parish Centre at 8.30pm, and parents and anyone else 
who is interested is invited to attend, and of course anyone wishing to join the committee is more than welcome. If 
anyone would like further information about the Youth Club, please contact Belinda Swift on 2892946. 

 

THORNER CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL PRESENTS ‘JUNGLE BOOK’! 
Our Key Stage 2 Summer performance this year is ‘Jungle Book’. There will be three evening performances this year at 
the Victory Hall on 15, 16 & 17 July – time to be confirmed – probably about 6.30pm start. Bar and refreshments 
available. Tickets will be £5 each and will be available from the school office – look out for the posters around the 
village for more details. 
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CRICKET NEWS 
EXCITING NEWS!!! The cricket season is upon us, you can tell it’s that time of 
year because it’s stopped snowing… just! To find out all of our fixtures, check 
out our Facebook page and, if you want, become a friend of the club, YOUR 
village team! 
 
We are very keen to involve anyone and everyone from the village in our village 
cricket club so if you fancy being involved, please be in touch. We have a 
number of new players this season and one even lives in the village!!   
 

 

 

If you can’t play or support you can still help out by becoming part of our 150 Club. For just £1 per month you will 
have a chance of winning one of three prizes ranging from £40 to £15 every  month! Just email me and I’ll get you one 
of the last remaining numbers. Again, we thank Festival Republic who have donated TWO VIP TICKETS for the Leeds 
Festival. We are raffling these and the tickets are just £1 each. Draw date is 3rd August at The Fox, our sponsors again 
this season. We’d like to thank Festival Republic for their on-going support of the cricket club without which we’d 
struggle to survive, The Fox pub for their help and support and, of course, the Community Fund for helping us out 
again in our efforts to make the ground a pleasant one to visit. 
 
We will be announcing many other events over the summer, please check here, on our Facebook page or in The Fox 
(mine’s a bitter, since you ask). Cricket is, if nothing else, a very sociable game; we are lucky to have two teams 
representing our village so, even if you can’t play, why not come up to the field any Saturday and enjoy basking in the 
sun/ trying to dodge the showers (please delete as applicable).  We look forward to seeing you! 

Len Horridge, 2892400 len.horridge@btinternet.com. 
 

 

 

BOWLING 
The club is now open for the 2013 season which runs until the end of September. 
We would still like to see more villagers, with or without bowling experience, 
join the club. To encourage this we offer free first year membership. The best time 
to have a go at bowling in a relaxed atmosphere is Monday evenings from 6:30pm 
onwards, when there will be club members in attendance to help if required. All you 
need to start is a pair of flat soled trainers. For more information on please contact 
Derek Potter 2892055, or Chris Fussey 2893103. 

 

THORNER TENNIS CLUB 
There will be significant maintenance work carried out at the Club this spring. In particular, the Courts 
will be power washed and then repainted. This is essential maintenance work that should prolong the 
life of the Courts considerably.  

 

 

 

Junior Coaching is continuing with Joe Jeynes for youngsters, and is proving as popular as ever. Subs for the new 
season are now due, and new members are always welcome. Please come along to meet us at a Club session on 
Sundays from 10.30am or Thursdays from 7.00pm, or simply contact me on 2892205 or 
terry.smith234@btinternet.com. Our main fundraiser this year will be set to coincide with the Men`s Final at 
Wimbledon: details will be advertised and placed in the Clubhouse. 

  
 

 

THORNER PARISH CENTRE – NEW ROOF! 
If all has seemed quiet on the Parish Centre front for the past few months it is about to change! 
Some people reading this will remember being asked questions such as how comfortable the 
temperature in the building felt especially during the colder months of the year. Others 
indicated strongly that this historic landmark should be re-roofed and insulated so that it could 

continue to be of significant value to the community of Thorner whatever the weather. Happily, the surveys, the 
applications for funding and the hours of planning are soon to come to fruition. On July the 15th work on the roof will 
commence so that when the Autumn season of events begins it will be conducted in a warmer, more ecologically 
friendly building. Many thanks to the people and organisations who have helped us reach this milestone by offering 
their financial support, opinions, advice and encouragement. We gratefully acknowledge the help given to us by the 
Thorner Community Fund, Caird Bardon Community Programme, Green Leeds, Thorner Parish Council, and each of 
the groups that regularly use the Parish Centre. 

mailto:len.horridge@btinternet.com
mailto:terry.smith234@btinternet.com
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ST PETER'S CHURCH 
Once again Thorner church has had a fantastic Easter of services, with Palm Sunday, Good Friday craft morning and 
Easter Sunday All-age Communion bringing in crowds of people from the village.  We’d like to thank everyone who 
was involved in any of the events we held during the Easter period. 
 
After a ‘fallow Year’ Thorner Church is once again putting on the Open Gardens event, this 
time on Sunday 9th June.  This all-day event is a great day out for all the family and should 
again prove very popular. 

 
We’d also like to send our congratulations to Matt Barrett, one-time choir and Social 
Committee member, who will be ordained on Sunday 30th June in Winchester 
Cathedral.  We wish him all the best in his continued ministry. 

 

 

 

The week after, on 7th July, we shall celebrate our 'Patronal Festival' (where as St Peter's Church we celebrate St 
Peter's Day) with an All-age Communion service in the morning and an evensong in the evening.  All will be welcome 
at each event. 

 
 

 
Egg rolling competition 

THORNER PRE-SCHOOL 
Thorner Pre-school is entering its last term for some children in Thorner. We are 
preparing 28 children for school, the highest number we have had since opening.  
We have lots of exciting themes and activities planned including ‘Celebrating 
Ourselves’ and ‘What We Can Do’. Children enjoy taking part in our planning and we 
hold a children’s committee meeting every term giving us a chance to listen to what 
children want to do in our setting. We would welcome volunteer help from 
members of the community in Thorner and if you would like to help out in any way 
please contact us either via email or telephone (billiebateson@hotmail.co.uk, 
2892541).  

Thank you to all who supported the Spring Fair on April 26th which raised funds for Pre-school. To celebrate Easter 
pre-school made Easter masks and held an egg rolling competition. Children were very excited and joined in with real 
enthusiasm. We also held an Easter coffee morning on the last Friday of last term. It was a great success raising £66 
for Pre-school funds. We have bought new toys and resources for Pre-school children with this money. We are very 
grateful to all that attended and would like to say a big thank you.  

 

FOX INN 
Hi everyone. Well it’s been two months since myself and Jason have been at the Fox and we 
are so pleased with the support we have had from everyone. Our Monday quiz night is 
gaining teams every week, and fish and chip night on Fridays is a continuing success. We will 
be holding an open mic night every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. The dates will be 
displayed in the front notice board so if you have a talent you would like to share with us 
then come on down from 9.00pm-11.00pm. 

 

 

 
We have had some fantastic nights over the past month. The sloe gin and alternative tipples competitions were great. 
Myself and Jason were judges on both nights and we were so impressed by everyone that took part. We look forward 
to next year!! St Patrick’s night was another great night. The Raisers played and we had an Irish stew supper. 
 
We would just like to say a huge good luck to our dominoes team who have reached the final and will be playing this 
week and to Andy, Paul, Martin, Linton and Nigel on their forthcoming 4 peaks challenge (see back page for more 
information).  
 

From Monday 3rd June the Fox will be closed for refurbishment for three weeks. 

 

 

WETHERBY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 
Watch this space for a revamp of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in Thorner. To find out more 
contact our local PCSO Geoff Nottingham at geoffrey.nottingham@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk or on 
2855374. Or find out more at the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 8th May. 

mailto:billiebateson@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:geoffrey.nottingham@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
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What could be nicer on a sunny spring day than afternoon tea at The WiSE Owl Café in Boston Spa? Renowned for our 
friendly welcome and relaxed atmosphere, we serve a delicious selection of sandwiches and homemade cakes with a 
choice of various teas, coffees or fruit juices, at a very reasonable £8 for two people. Our bacon butties and fresh 
nutritious soups are also proving a big hit with our customers; many have commented on the quality and variety of 
food and drink being served, and the fact that we source seasonal ingredients from local suppliers wherever possible.  
The WiSE Owl Café is open at Boston Spa Village Hall each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10.00am to 
4.00pm and we very much look forward to welcoming you soon.  To see a sample menu, visit www.w-ise.org.uk. 
Zumba classes are now running at the Village Hall on Thursday mornings – call 01937 588994 for details. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
5

th
 May, 12.00 noon Victory Hall celebration event  Terry Smith, 2892205 

7
th

 May, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

7
th

 May, 8.30pm Junior Youth Club AGM, Victory Hall Belinda Swift, 2892946 

8
th

 May, 7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting, Victory Hall Kate James, 2892434 

14
th

 May, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

14
th

 May, 7.00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

15
th

 May, 8.30pm Victory Hall AGM Terry Smith, 2892205 

18
th

 May, 10.00am – 12.00 noon Methodist Church coffee morning, in aid of St Gemma’s 
Hospice 

Ann Johnson, 2893532 

21
st

 May, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

21
st

 May, open 7.30, film at 8.00pm Thorner Film Club Val Forster, 2892758 

25
th

 May Historical Society summer trip Angus Yates, 2892811 

30
th

 May, 7.30pm Talk on History of the National Gardens Scheme, Parish 
Centre 

Andy Voice, 0113 2893271 

2
nd

 June, 12.00 noon Coronation Lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

2
nd

 June Sign up to Parish Centre 100 Club Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

4
th

 June, 7.00pm Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

8
th

 June, 7.30pm Leeds Gilbert & Sullivan Society evening, Victory Hall Book tickets on 2892219 

9
th

 June Thorner Open Gardens Peter Wilby, 2893069 

11
th

 June, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

18
th

 June, open 7.30, film at 
8.00pm 

Thorner Film Club Val Forster, 2892758 

26
th

 June Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

29
th

 June, 12.00 noon – 4.00pm Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, 2892238 

29
th

 June, 5.00pm Wizard of Oz, Victory Hall (Natalie Allen Academy of 
Dance) 

Natalie Allen, 07732 137425 

30
th

 June, 12.00 noon Village Picnic,  Family Sports and Talent Show  Festival David Fryer, 2893067 

2
nd

 July, 7.00pm Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

15
th

, 16
th

, & 17
th

 July Thorner Primary School – ‘Jungle Book’, Victory Hall Thorner CE Primary School, 
2892541 

22
nd

 July Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

23
rd

 July, open 7.30, film at 8.00pm Thorner Film Club Val Forster, 2892758 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

Tom Mycock (Chair) tommy22246@hotmail.co.uk 2892706 

Graham Castle (Vice-Chair) graham.f.castle@btinternet.com 2896922 

Gwen Brown gwenbrown3@btinternet.com 2893372 

Val Forster val_forster@fsmail.net 2892758 

Diane Gibbins dggibbins@gmail.com 2893883 

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus goodall.pc@btinternet.com 2892258 

Dave Johnston djohnston195@gmail.com 2892219 

Richard Myers myers.thorner@btopenworld.com 2893118 

David Ramsey ramsey.dw.thorner@hotmail.co.uk 2892733 

Kate James (Clerk) clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 2892434 

http://www.w-ise.org.uk/
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      THORNER DIRECTORY 
Allotments Diane Gibbins 2893883 

Art Group Ada Percy 2892653 

Beavers Kealey Gibbs 07850 48446 

Beehive  2017171 

Bowling Club Derek Potter 2892055 

Brownies Sarah Kitchingman 01937 574592 

Collingham Surgery  0844 4778609 

Community Choir Pat Smith 2892205 

Cricket Club Len Horridge 2892400 

Cubs Verity Beatty 07933 435781 

Dance classes Natalie Allen 07732 137425 
www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk 

Fox Inn Jason Kendall 2892489 

Guides Diane Eshelby 2892155 

Historical Society Gwen Brown 2893372 

Methodist Church Ann Johnson, Senior Steward 2893532 

Mexborough Arms Ian Emms 2892316 

Milk Delivery T.D. Goodall 2892229 

Mobile library Monday 10.45am-12.45pm Mexborough Arms  

Mums & Tots Katie Coppock 07809 549752 

Over 60’s Association Steven Wood 2893121 

Parish Centre www.parishcentre.org.uk 0113 8800258 

Post Office Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.30pm, Sat 9.00am-12.15pm. 
John Fisher. 2892233 

Pre-School Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Primary School Alison Wrigglesworth, Head Teacher 2892541 

Probus Club Graham Shayler 2892550 

Royal British Legion Julian Levick 2892451 

Scouts Not running currently – volunteers urgently needed! 

St Peter's Church Revd Andy Nicholson 2892437 

Studio 52  2893380 

Tennis Club Terry Smith 2892205 

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club Rosie Cooke 2892351 

Thorner Community Fund Emma Waterland thornercommunityfund@yahoo.co.uk 

Thorner Community Youth Fund Lorna Kettlewell 2892146 

Thorner Film Club Val Forster 2892758 

Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, Steve Knowles, Cathy Deneven 2892238, 2892095, 2892578 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com 

Thorner Old School Charity Richard Hall 2892655 

Thorner PCSO Geoff Nottingham 2855374 

Thorner Residents Association Gary Noble 07709 274530 

Thorner Stores Mon-Fri 7.00am-8.00pm, Sat 7.30am-7.30pm, 
Sun 8.00am-12.00pm, 6.00-7.00pm 
Malcolm Ward 2892404 

Thorner Surgery  0844 4778610 

Victory Hall Ros Ramsey 
2892733 
bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk 

Village Chippy Friday 4.00-5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 7.15-
8.30pm Fox car park  

Village Show Society Dawn Clarkson 07932 434109 

Village Visiting Scheme Beverley Yates 2892811 

Walking Club Roy Green 2892728 

Website Peter Wilby www.thornervillage.org.uk, click on 
'Contact Us' 

Youth Club, Junior Belinda Swift 2892946 

Youth Club, Senior Belinda Swift 2892946 

If any of these details are incorrect, or you would like to add your group to the next edition of the newsletter, please contact the Clerk. 

http://www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk/
http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk
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HETCHELL WOODS – A LOVELY WALK NEAR THORNER 

Have you ever been into Hetchell Woods Nature Reserve? It is only just over a mile along Milner Lane from the village. 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust has been doing a lot of woodland maintenance recently. They have been clearing and coppicing 
the hazel. This will encourage new fresh growth and increase the wild flowers, resulting in an improvement in the 
diversity of birds and insects. There is a good short circular walk from the parking area, going into the wood and 
following the path round to the top of the scarp and along to the far end where the route turns left down the slope 
then returns left along above the stream to the point where it meets the bridle-path which goes back uphill to the road. 
Children should wear wellies as the small stream with stepping stones and a rope swing is irresistible.    

  
 

THORNER FIVE CLIMB HIGH FOR CHARITY 
Four days in June this year will see five guys from Thorner attempt and hopefully conquer the four highest peaks in the 
UK. Ben Nevis (Scotland), Scafell Pike (England), Snowdon (Wales), and Slieve Donard (Ireland) are all rugged imposing 
mountains which the guys are prepared to take on and conquer. The four days will include the travelling between 
mountains which increases the challenge they are undertaking. 
 
To complete all four peaks the team will climb 13,963 feet up and the same going down; add to this the miles of travel 
between peaks and you can see what a phenomenal challenge they have chosen. 
 
WHY would they do this you may ask. Well not only has it been a lifelong dream of Andy Burgess (team leader) but they 
are all hoping to be sponsored and collect donations for three chosen local charities, St Gemma’s, Martin House and 
Candlelighters, and hope with your help they can raise a huge amount for these wonderful organisations. All the team 
have given up their own time and paid their own expenses to enable this venture to get off the ground to ensure the 
money raised has the maximum benefit it to the charities. 
 
If you would like to donate please go online at www.thorner4peakschallenge.com or visit either of the pubs in the 
village. 
 

 

http://www.thorner4peakschallenge.com/

