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FEBRUARY 2013 

 
The pavements and footpaths of Thorner have been kept clear 
during the recent snowy weather thanks to the Parish Council 
snow plough. Many thanks to all the volunteers. 

Traffic Survey – The Next Step 
Following the Working Group’s request 
for feedback on their proposals, several 
emails were received and in addition 
three residents made representation at 
the December Parish Council meeting.  
The feedback received was very mixed 
with as many supporting the proposals as 
there were against them.  This is clearly a 
very emotive subject and the Working 
Group has fully considered all the 
comments received. The Parish Council 
now intends to write to any residents 
that may be affected by the proposals, 
before passing the results of the survey 
onto Leeds City Council Highways 
Department. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT TO REMAIN THE SAME FOR 2013-14 
The Precept is the annual fund which the Parish Council requests each year from Leeds City Council. This is paid for 
through Council Tax. The Council is requesting £27,000 for 2013-14, which is the same as for this year. 

 

Want to have your say about future development in 
the village? 

Then join The Neighbourhood Plan Team. 
The Team will be independent of the Parish Council and represent a 
broad cross-section of the village.  We need volunteers from all walks 
of life: young & old; unemployed, employed & retired; business 
owners, home owners & land owners; lawyers, homemakers, builders 
& cobble stick makers! Everyone will have a valuable contribution to 
make. So, if you would like to be involved in developing the future 
shape of your village, contact the Clerk on 2892434, or clerk@thorner-
parish-council.org.uk. 

 

 

 

PLAYGROUND 
The annual inspection will take place in the summer, 
and the Parish Council undertakes regular visual 
checks. There are plans to purchase some additional 
equipment for toddlers. In the meantime if anyone 
spots any issues please report them to the Clerk. 

ANNUAL VILLAGE TIDY-UP  
SATURDAY APRIL 13TH 

Please could volunteers meet at the Mexborough Arms 
car park at 9.00am. Gloves, plastic sacks and some ‘litter-
pickers’ will be provided. There will be a skip in the usual 
place by the bowling green. 

 

Several green bin collections were missed as a result of the recent snow. Bins have been left out awaiting 
collection, some of which have blown over in the high winds causing a rubbish problem. The Parish Council has 
written to Leeds City Council to complain. The service is attempting to catch up with missed collections. There is a 
long-term plan to move to fortnightly green bin collections. 
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Fundraising continues to help move us forward with works 
to improve the side lane. The next event is the Thorner 
Comedy Festival on 22nd and 23rd Feb. By the time this 
newsletter is published the event is likely to be sold out, 
but if you don’t have a ticket it’s worth asking about 
cancellations that crop up. 
Ring or text 07521 372994 or  
email raisetheroof@btinternet.com. 

 
April’s Beer Festival won’t sell out of tickets but we will sell all the beer! We need volunteer staff for the day, so if 
you can help for a couple of hours ring Pete on 2892346. We can also offer company sponsorship opportunities – 
ring Denis Fox on 2892718 if you’d like to know more. 
 
On Sunday May 5th at 12.00 noon we’re holding a special event to celebrate the progress we’ve made with 
improvements and the achievement of the Hallmark quality award. The Lord Mayor of Leeds, Thorner resident 
Cllr Ann Castle, will be our guest of honour. The event is free, but places sadly must be limited. If you’d like an 
invitation please ring Terry Smith on 2892205 or email terry.smith234@btinternet.com. 
 

 

GILBERT AND SULLIVAN THEATRE VISIT:  

A VERY SPECIAL OFFER 

‘THE SORCERER’ 

WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH 2013 

 

Price - £18 per ticket (including coach travel to and from 

the theatre and a cup of tea or coffee at the interval). 

  

Please telephone 2892219, or email 

janetmjohnston@btinternet.com, by 1st March, if you 

would like to reserve places. 

 

 

The award-winning Leeds Gilbert and Sullivan Society’s annual production of ‘The 

Sorcerer’ takes place at the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds.  On that evening the 

Society invites the Lord Mayor and other VIPs to have tea at the interval and the 

Society would like to include everyone on the coach from Thorner too! 

 

‘The Sorcerer’ is a lesser-known work of G&S, but we think it includes some of the 

nicest music and contains some of the funniest scenes.  Set in a village (how 

appropriate), who will fall in love with who as a result of drinking the Sorcerer’s love 

philtre? 

New members always welcome. Memberships costs £20 for 12 months, £10 for 6 months. 
Screenings are for club members only. However members may bring a guest for £3. 

 The next showings are on Tuesday February 26th and Tuesday March 26th.  
Enjoy a fab evening of film, natter and refreshments including free crisps! 

VICTORY HALL OPEN 7.30PM. FILM SCREENED AT 8.00PM. 
 For more information please contact: Val Forster on 2892758 or val_forster@fsmail.net. 

 
 

T HOR N E R  B E E R  F E ST IVAL 2 0 1 3     
                                SAT UR D AY 2 0 t h  AP R I L  -   VICT O R Y H ALL  
           1 2  n o o n  o n w a r d s   -  £5   o n  t h e  d o o r  ( i n c l u d e s  s o u v e n i r  g l a s s  & b e e r  t o k e n )           

                                        E n t e r t a i n m e n t  -  f o o d  - w i n e  & s o ft  d r in k s  

mailto:raisetheroof@btinternet.com
mailto:terry.smith234@btinternet.com
mailto:janetmjohnston@btinternet.com
mailto:val_forster@fsmail.net
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
12.00 noon – 4.00pm SATURDAY 29th JUNE 2013  

Preparations for the Thorner Gala 2013 are well underway.  If you haven’t done so already, 
now is the time to get in touch on behalf of your group or society to claim your spot; first 
come, first served.  Stalls are free to all Thorner groups and societies so if you haven’t 
joined us before think of something creative and come along to raise some money for your 
group.   

Some favourites from previous years will be joining us including; Uncle Mal to entertain the children, Hope 
Pastures with their miniature Shetlands, and the Rodeo Sheep will be back again for young and old to enjoy!  This 
year we will also be joined by the Park Rose Birds of Prey Centre with their interactive and educational falconry 
display and an opportunity for you to have your photograph taken handling the birds. 
 
If you’re interested in running a stall at the gala please get in touch: Jo Thompson 2892238, Steve Knowles 
2892095 or Cathy Deneven 2892578 or email us at thorner.galateam@googlemail.com. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY 30TH JUNE 
On Sunday 30th June 2013, following on from the well-received Village Picnic, Sports Day and 
Thorner HAS Talent Stage during the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a similar event 
will again be held, commencing at 12.00 noon.  

 
 

More details will be provided in the next Thorner News, or in the interim by contacting David Fryer on 2893067 
or david.fryer1@tesco.net. Put this date along with that of the popular Thorner Gala the previous day in your 
diary, to make sure you do not miss the Thorner Gala and Festival weekend. 

 

EASTER MONDAY BOULES TOURNAMENT 

The 5th Easter Monday Boules Tournament will take place on Monday 1st April 2013 
commencing at 12.00 noon. To be part of this popular and entertaining event, enter 
a team of 3 or 4. No experience required (as is always demonstrated!!) and there is 
no restriction on age. 
 
Refreshments, cheese, pate, burgers and hot dogs will be available, so why not 
come along for some fun, and enjoy the event either as a spectator of player. As 
usual, a fee of £5.00 per team will be levied. Please contact David Fryer on 2893067 
or david.fryer1@tesco.net to register your team. 

 
 

 

 

 

THE 2013 SLOE GIN 
COMPETITION 

 
 WILL TAKE PLACE AT 8.00PM 

ON TUESDAY 5th MARCH 
AT THE FOX INN  

MAIN STREET THORNER 
 

      SLOE GIN COMPETITION RULES 
1. Entrants must live in the Parish of Thorner. 

2. The Sloe Gin must be home made by the entrant. 

3. The entrant’s name must be clearly marked on the bottle. 

4. Sloe Gin must be marked on the bottle. 

5. Only one entry per resident. 

6. The £2.00 entry fee must be paid on the entry’s submission. 

7. All entries must be submitted by 10.00pm on the Sunday 

prior to the competition. 

After covering the event’s costs all surplus money will be donated to 

a local charity. 

The Thorner Sloe gin competition has its roots buried in the 
depth of time and was most likely started by a very young 
David Walmsley. Only true villagers from within the 
boundaries of Thorner were allowed to enter this popular 
competition; they scoured the local hedgerows to locate the 
flowering bushes in spring and carefully made a note of their 
location. In autumn they revisited the sites to check on the 
progress of the Berries; in late October or after the first 
frosts they could be seen early in the mornings or late at 
night by torchlight surreptitiously collecting the berries from 
their favourite locations.  
The 2013 Alternative Tipples Competition will take place at 
8.00pm on Tuesday 12

th
 March at the Fox Inn. 

 

mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:david.fryer1@tesco.net
mailto:david.fryer1@tesco.net
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PARISH CENTRE 

The trustees of Thorner Parish Centre wish the residents of Thorner a happy, healthy and successful year ahead.  
To the groups that use the building, thank you for your support and, as always, please let us know if we can 
improve our service to you. We hope 2013 will see you and your organisation prosper.  
In January, for a second year running, we were invited by the Victory Hall committee to join with them in 
organising a Burn’s Night celebration. This proved to be a most enjoyable evening, with good food and energetic 
dancing for those hardy enough to brave the snowy weather! 

 
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY 

We would like to recognise the army of wonderful people who volunteer their time, expertise, energy and 
enthusiasm to help maintain the Parish Centre. It’s a time, too, to invite anyone who would like to be involved in 
the running of, or maintenance of, the Parish Centre, to contact us. On this theme, it was with great pleasure 
that Mrs Julia Hall and Mr Garry Till were welcomed as new trustees at the AGM last October. If you would like 
to look around the Centre, visit us on the first or third Tuesday in the month, 10.00am – 1.00pm, enjoy a free 
coffee and see the place for yourself. These ‘Drop-By’ occasions offer a warm welcome to an increasing number 
of people who usually stay to have lunch as  well. Otherwise please contact us on the following numbers to fix a 
convenient date. Ada Percy 2892653 or Sheila Levick 2892461. Make a booking via www.parishcentre.org.uk or 
call 0113 880 0258. 

 

THORNER OVER 60’s 

Thorner Over 60’s was set up ‘to organise the social and welfare work for the Over 60’s in the Parish of Thorner.’ 
The Association maintains premises in Main Street for that purpose. 

At the moment only a relatively small proportion of those eligible to join are, in fact, members. The present 
committee, boasting a number of new faces, is anxious to expand the membership, so that all in the village 
entitled to join, do join, and take advantage of what is on offer, currently and in the future. 

A mystery trip has been organized for the 17th April 2013.  
There are Coffee Mornings every Monday and Thursday from 10.00am until 12.00 noon, as well as Art Classes, 

Computer Workshops, Bridge, Luncheon Club, Craft Classes and Stitch and Mix. 

Financial support is received from a variety of sources, including members’ subscriptions, which are currently 
£7.00 for the calendar year. If you would like to become a member all you need do is provide your name and 
contact details to any member of the Committee, as well as paying your first subscription. 

If you have any suggestions for the Committee there is a box in the Centre for you to use. The Committee meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month. 

The AGM for members will be held at 31a Main Street at 11.00 am on Thursday 14th March 2013. 
 

CRICKET NEWS 
We’re starting nets soon, looking for help up at the ground and starting to worry about 
whether we’ll have 22 players come the start of the season in April! 
 
We have re-booted our 150 Club where, for just £1 a month, you stand a chance of 
sharing in the £75 monthly pay-out. Drop me a line if you want to support your local 
club! We are constantly on the look-out for sponsorship so, again, if you want your 
name emblazoned up at the ground, let me know. 

 

 
If you want to actually play cricket and represent your local team, also get in touch, we'd love to have you turn 
out even if it is for just a couple of games a summer. (We will be holding a fund-raising 20/20 game one Sunday 
in the summer, so be in touch if you just fancy having a swing or are, indeed, a celebrity!) Cricket is a strange yet 
amazingly sociable game; we are lucky to have two teams representing our village so plan a trip up to the field 
any Saturday from April and enjoy basking in the sun / trying to dodge the showers ... you know it makes sense! 
 
Contact: Len Horridge, 2892400, len.horridge@btinternet.com. 

 
 

http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
mailto:len.horridge@btinternet.com
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PROBUS 
Probus clubs have been set up all over the country, to cater for retired, or semi-retired, 
PROfessional or BUSiness men. Thorner Probus Club meets on the second Tuesday of 
every month, at the Fox. It is purely a social occasion. Each month we invite a different 
speaker to entertain us. Although the current constitution excludes lady members, we did 
invite partners to our meetings in November and December, and the issue will be keenly 
debated at the AGM in March.  

If you are interested in joining please contact me, or any other member for more details. We are always looking 
to expand our membership, and anyone would be welcome.  
Steven Wood, thornerclerk@btinternet.com, 2893121. The next meetings are … 
     12th March 
     9th April 
     14th May 
     11th June 

AGM & Film Show 
John Gilleghan -  Temple Newsam - the story of Park and Mansion 
Barry Wilkinson  My Favourite Things - Antiques I have owned 
Clive Roberts  Mysteries of Magic 

All these meetings are on Tuesdays and will start with tea/coffee at 10.30am. 
 

THORNER METHODIST CHURCH 
A very Happy and Peaceful New Year to you all from your friends at Thorner Methodist Church. Thank you to all 
who helped us raise a fantastic £356.75 at our Christmas Fayre in November. Thanks also to our city councillors 
for their financial support of the Ecumenical Lessons and Carols on the Millennium Green in December, especially 
to our own councillor Mrs Ann Castle, who attended in her capacity as Lord Mayor this year which increased the 
support for the event! A collection was taken in aid of the Children's Society; many thanks to all who contributed.    
 
On Sunday January 13th at Thorner Methodist Church, we had a joint service with St. Peter's Anglican Church. 
This was the Methodist Covenant Service, a yearly event, when we reaffirm our pledge of service to God and to 
our neighbours for the coming year. This moving service was well attended and appreciated by all who came.   
 
Our next fund raising event will take place on Saturday March 23rd from 10.00am - 12noon, in aid of The Home 

and Overseas Missions of the Methodist Church. Entrance is £1 including refreshments, held in the Social 
Centre. We will be serving our usual Bacon Butties, at £1 each; delicious bacon from Thorner Stores!!  

 
Our joint Ecumenical Lent studies begin on Monday February 25th, 10.00am - 10.15am for five weeks, at the 
Methodist Social Centre. We begin with refreshments and our theme this year is entitled 'Glimpses of God…Hope 
for Today's World’ - study material supplied by York Courses, written by the Rev'd David Winter and introduced 
by the former Archbishop of York, The Rt. Rev'd Dr. David Hope.  All are welcome; do join us if you can. 
 
Yours in His service, Ann Johnson, Senior Church Steward at Thorner Methodist Church, tel. 2893532. 

 

ST PETERS CHURCH 
The big news for St Peter’s church is that we will be re-painting the inside walls for the first time in 
30 years.  The church will be out of action for about a month from 14th February.  During our exile 
we’ll be holding services in the Parish Centre, still at 9:15am, and the Sunday School will be 
continuing as usual.  We will be back in church in time for the Palm Sunday Service on March 24th.  

 

WETHERBY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 
PCSO Dan Sillers is departing for Australia with his family at the end of February 2013.  
Dan would like to say ‘Working from Wetherby and covering the villages has been one of the most rewarding jobs 
I have ever undertaken. My daily contact with the public and patrols of the villages and school will be something I 
will miss, along with all the special events that I have attended during the summer months. It really has been a 
pleasure to be of service to you all.’ On behalf of the village, the Parish Council would like to thank Dan for all his 
help and hard work over the years. Dan’s replacement will be PCSO Geoff Nottingham, who already covers the 
village of Aberford, and knows the other villages of Barwick, Scholes and Thorner well. Contact points will 
continue to take place at the Over 60’s Club – times and dates will be posted outside. 
 

Funding from local councillors enabled Wetherby NPT to again provide extra resources for the area over the 
festive period. Additional officers were able to provide a visible reassurance to local communities. Very little 
crime was reported over the whole period. 

 

mailto:thornerclerk@btinternet.com
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THORNER CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CONSULTATION ON CHANGE OF STATUS 

The school is currently consulting on a proposal to seek a change of name and status, which would strengthen its 
links with St Peter’s Church. The consultation ends on Monday 25 February. Copies of the consultation document 
are available at Thorner Stores, the Post Office, Thorner Surgery, and at the school. It is also available on the 
school website: www.thorner.leeds.sch.uk.  

CHARITY FUNDRAISING SUCCESS 
The Lord Mayor, Cllr Ann Castle, visited the school on 29 January 
2013 to receive a cheque for £1,086 towards her charity, Crohn’s & 
Colitis UK. This magnificent sum was totally unexpected and is a 
credit to pupils, staff and parents for their effort and support. 
Originally the target was £15,000 to buy two diagnostic radio pills to 
allow non-invasive bowel investigation. With the school’s help it now 
looks as if the target will be exceeded with chance to fund research in 
Leeds. Ann wishes to thank all concerned for their continued support 
for this and other charity events.  

WASTE ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS EQUIPMENT (WEEE) RECYCLING 
If you have any electrical items, please bring these to school. Large items can be put next to the recycling bin and 
will be collected when the bin is next emptied – please do not try and lift heavy items into it! Cash rewards are 
available again this term for schools that collect the most WEEE, so please help our school to try to win! 

 

 

THORNER PRE-SCHOOL AND ORCHARD OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB 

Thorner Pre-School is based within the grounds of Thorner Church of England Primary 
School. Although it is an entirely independent setting, our links with the school are very 
strong and children enjoy an easy and pain free transition from one educational setting to 
the next. We are currently inviting families with children aged between two and their pre-
school year to come and visit our setting and see what children do here. 

We have spaces for children from September and are able to offer extended child care 
hours through the Orchard Out Of School Club based next door and run by the same 
staff. We are open Monday – Friday during term time, although we also offer a holiday 
club through the Orchard Out of School Club. We charge £13 per session or £26 per 
day. We are members of the Leeds Early Years Development and Childcare partnership 
and can apply for grants for three and four year olds enabling these children to five free 
sessions.  If you would like more information regarding Pre-School, please contact 
Belinda Bateson on 2892541 ext 2 or at billiebateson@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Please support our Spring fair on Friday 26th April, 3.15pm in the main school hall. 
There will be stalls, games, face painting, tea, coffee and cakes, hotdogs and onions, 
raffle and much more.  Christmas lunch 

 

 

NEW LANDLORD AND LANDLADY AT THE FOX INN 
I would like to take his opportunity to introduce myself, Sam, and my partner, Jason as 
the new landlord and landlady at the Fox Inn. We took over on the 17th January and we 
have met so many lovely people who have made us feel very welcome in the village. The 
Fox Inn is a fantastic pub which has a great community feel to it. Our plan is to keep the 
pub as a pub for the community and this will reflect hopefully in the coming months.  

 We are keeping our Quiz Night on a Monday evening from 9.00pm onwards with ‘play your cards right’ 
straight after the quiz. This has proved very popular with everyone and has had a brilliant response.   

 Every other Tuesday we have open mic night and would encourage anyone to come down and join in with 
us. The next night will be the 19th February.  

 On Friday nights we have a fish and chip night here at the Fox. Order your fish and chip supper from 
7.15pm and enjoy with a few drinks. 

 We are hoping to get a darts team up and running. Myself and Jason are keen darts players and welcome 
anyone to join up for the Fox both male and female.... 

 We now have sky sports on split screens so football or rugby matches will be shown here - just check the 
board outside for the latest games. 

mailto:billiebateson@hotmail.co.uk
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THORNER & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

David and the Committee would like to thank everyone in the village who supported our Archive Coffee morning 

held in the Parish Centre in December.   

 

The AGM is on Tuesday 12
3h

 March 2013 at 7.30pm in the Mexborough Arms, Main Street, Thorner.  The 

purpose is to elect the committee and collect subscriptions now due for 2013.  Members and prospective members 

all welcome.  Entrance is free with light refreshments provided. 

 

The Spring Meeting is on Friday 5
th

 April at 7.30pm with a talk by Ann Batchelor, the famous Genealogist, entitled 

‘The Barnbow Canaries’, which will be held in the Victory Hall, Thorner  She is back due to popular demand and 

will talk to us about thirty six women and girls who were killed in an explosion in the munitions factory in 1916.  She 

will tell how she solved the mystery of their secret burial and ensured that their sacrifice would not be forgotten.   

 

This year’s summer trip will be on Saturday 25
th

 May. We will leave the Mexborough Arms at 8.30am so as to arrive 

in Pickering in time for morning coffee before catching The North Yorkshire Steam Railway to Whitby. The 

afternoon will be spent in Whitby where you will have free time before the coach takes us home.  The cost of the 

trip including the coach and train journey we hope will be around £25 and you can either bring your own picnic or 

eat out at a variety of establishments in the town.  I suggest you book early as this is a very popular outing. Contact 

the Treasurer Angus Yates on 2892811 or at beverley.yates@ukgateway.net, or the Secretary Gwen Brown on 

2893372 or at gwenbrown3@btinternet.com.  

 

Remember if there is anything you would like to add to the archive please contact Mr Richard Gibson on 2893260 

or @ r.e.gibson@btinternet.com or Gwen Brown on 0113 2893372 or @ gwenbrown3@btinternet.com. 

 

SAM SYKE MAKE-OVER? 
Work to rectify drainage problems along the Sam Syke footpath has now been 
completed. The new arrangement has worked well in handling the exceptional 
rains of December, and the footpath has retained a dry mud-free surface. Now 
that the drainage is improved a working group has met with backing from the 
Parish Council to look at possible works to improve the appearance of the 
path. 
 
Sam Syke is an important historical feature in Thorner, for here is the site of St 
Osyth’s well, around which the medieval village developed, and the group 
wants to ensure that this link with the past is not forgotten. 
 
They plan to: 

 restore a replica of the pump that stood at the site of the well, based on 
original components that have been traced.  

 improve the paving and landscaping around the site of the pump. 

 install a bench near the pump and fix a plaque to remind visitors of the significance of this site. 
Costings for this are being obtained, and then ways will be found to fund the project. Later, with the support of 
adjacent property owners, it is proposed to improve landscaping and fencing on either side of the path running 
parallel to the old railway embankment. An early task is to clear rubble from earth deposited alongside part of 
the fencing, timing this when the soil is drying out and before there is strong vegetation growth. Working days 
will be planned, and the group would welcome offers of help from volunteers prepared to spend a couple of 
hours raking, digging or trimming. This is likely to be in early April. 
 
Offers of help can be made by phone or e mail to: Scott Marshall 2892973 or 
scottwmarshall2001@yahoo.co.uk or John Calvert 2893035 or calvert.john@talk21.com. 

 

WHINMOOR CEMETERY 
The Whinmoor Cemetery which is under construction on Thorner Lane is due to open in the next couple of 
months, depending on the weather conditions allowing for the completion of concreting and tarmacing. A draft 
burial plan is available – please contact the Clerk if you would like to see a copy.  

 

mailto:beverley.yates@ukgateway.net
mailto:gwenbrown3@btinternet.com
mailto:scottwmarshall2001@yahoo.co.uk
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THORNER AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

After the war came the Victory 

 

Soon after the First World War ended in 1918, the people of 

Thorner decided to remember the villagers who had been killed 

or injured by building a new community hall. Together they 

raised £4,000 (about £200,000 in today’s money).  

 

And so Thorner Victory Hall was born and in 2014 celebrates its 

90
th

 birthday.  

 

 

That year is, of course, also the centenary of the start of the fighting. To mark these two events Thorner and District 

Historical Society and Thorner Victory Hall are cooperating in researching the impact the war had here in Thorner. 

We also aim to tell the story of the building that for nine decades has been ‘A hall for all, and for all occasions’. But 

we need your help. Do you have any documents or photographs that date from the war or the early years of the 

Victory Hall’s life? We are particularly interested in first hand accounts of the fighting, perhaps in diaries or letters. 

Please contact David Miller dab.miller@btinternet.com. 

 

 

NEW PERMISSIVE PATH 
 

Thanks to the work of the Bramham Estate and Natural 
England a new permissive path makes possible a safe off road 
circular route from Thorner. The new path makes it possible 
to walk from the Bramham Road end of Mangrill Lane and 
then through a kissing gate alongside the field boundary 
hedge until another gate allows walkers to cross the Bramham 
Road, and follow another hedge boundary to head down 
towards the woods around the Milner Beck and then up 
toward Kennel Lane. 
 
This offers a circular route from Thorner of around 4.5 miles 
starting from Ellerker Lane and taking the path across the 
fields to Mangrill Lane, there picking up the new path, and 
returning to Milner Lane via Kennel Lane and the Jubilee 
Bridge. 
 
The map shows the new permissive route, though note there 
is no footbridge as indicated at the Milner Beck crossing point, 
so waterproof footwear is helpful! Nevertheless the off road 
route makes for a lovely walk, and congratulations are due to 
the Bramham Estate for this initiative. 

 
 

The map can be downloaded at http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/default.aspx?Site=6708 

 

 

 

 
 

ALLOTMENT AVAILABLE 
 

A garden allotment has become available at the top of Sandhills. If anyone is 
interested please contact Diane Gibbins on 2893883. Alternatively, if anyone would 
like to work an allotment in the village, there is a waiting list - please contact Diane 
for your name to be added. 

 

mailto:dab.miller@btinternet.com
http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/default.aspx?Site=6708
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Wetherby in Support of the Elderly (WiSE) is a registered charity funded by Leeds City Council. Our aim is to 
improve quality of life for the over 60’s by providing a variety of community based activities, information, help 
and support. 

On Tuesday 8th January, our eagerly awaited WiSE Owl Café for the Community was officially opened in Boston 
Spa Village Hall, by Duncan Wood from ITV’s Calendar. The Café is a vibrant, friendly and safe place to meet and 
eat, offering high quality food and drink at reasonable prices. A lovely selection of fresh, nutritious sandwiches, 
delicious homemade cakes plus a variety of teas, coffees and juices are available, with seasonal ingredients 
sourced from local suppliers wherever possible. The Café is open each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
10.00am to 4.00pm. 

If you would like to join us as a volunteer or find out more, please contact our Befriending Coordinator, Linda 
Dixon on 01937 588994 or email linda@w-ise.org.uk. 

 
COURSES AT GREENSCAPES NURSERY 

 
Greenscapes Nursery in Shadwell has renovated an old building on the Nursery and transformed it into an art 
gallery and classroom.  

 Art classes are running on Wednesday afternoons and Friday mornings. 

 A Garden Design course is starting on March 15th. It will run on Fridays from 1.30-3.00pm. 

 A 6 week ‘Learn to Knit’ course starts on Friday afternoons in April. 

 One day courses will be available in the summer on growing organic vegetables, monoprinting, and book 
binding.  

 
The gallery is open seven days a week during Nursery opening hours from February 9th. Teas, coffee and snacks 
are always available too.  For further information on courses please check www.greenscapesnursery.co.uk.  

 

 

ITV’s ‘Secret Dealers’ programme is coming to the area and is looking for people to 
take part. Secret Dealers sees three rival antique dealers doing battle in private homes 
for items they can sell. The competing dealers tour the house inspecting everything of 
value.  

The owners are then faced with a bonanza of surprise valuations and cash offers on some of their most prized (or 
not so prized) possessions. They can either accept or reject the offers and the owners must then face the choice 
between sentimental attachment and the chance to make a fast buck. If you are interested call 0117 9707674 or 
email secretdealers@rdftelevision.com. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Marie Curie Cancer Care’s annual Great Daffodil Appeal 
will once again be taking place throughout March. The 
appeal is the charity’s biggest fundraising campaign, and 
the charity needs volunteer collectors from the Thorner 
area to encourage people in the local community to 
wear a daffodil pin and give a donation during March. If 
you can spare an hour or two hours to help collect in 
your local supermarket or high street we’d love to hear 
from you! Please call Claire Priestwood on 01274 386191 
or email Claire.priestwood@mariecurie.org.uk. 

Great British Fish and Chip Supper: Friday 17th May  
Hold a fish and chip supper raising awareness of 
spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information 
and support services, in your own home, at work or 
at your community centre. For more information or 
request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 
0845 0714350 or email: 
fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit: 
www.siafishandchips.co.uk. 

 

mailto:linda@w-ise.org.uk
mailto:secretdealers@rdftelevision.com
mailto:Claire.priestwood@mariecurie.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
http://www.siafishandchips.co.uk/
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

19th February, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

26th February, 8.00pm Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

4th March, 8.00pm Thorner Village Show Society AGM, 
Methodist Hall, Main Street. 

Dawn Clarkson, 07932 434109 

5th March, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

5th March, 8.00pm Sloe Gin Competition, Fox Inn John Wilson, 2893494 

12th March, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

12th March, 7.30pm Historical Society AGM, Mexborough Arms Gwen Brown, 2893372 

12th March, 8.00pm Alternative Tipples Competition, Fox Inn John Wilson, 2893494 

19th March, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

20th March Gilbert & Sullivan theatre visit Janet Johnston, 2892219 

20th March Street cleaning Please park off the road if possible 

26th March Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

1st April, 12.00 noon Easter Monday Boules Tournament David Fryer, 2893067 

9th April, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

9th April, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

13th April, 9.00am Village Tidy-Up, meet at Mex car park David Ramsey, 2892733 

13th & 14th April, 10.00am – 4.00pm Art Group Exhibition, Parish Centre – free 
entry, refreshments available 

Ada Percy, 2892653 

17th April Over 60’s mystery trip Elaine Hartley, 2892114 

20th April, 12.00 noon Thorner Beer Festival, Victory Hall  

22nd April Street cleaning Please park off the road if possible 

23rd April, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

26th April, 3.15pm Pre-School Spring Fair, Thorner Primary 
School 

Belinda Bateson, 2892541 

5th May, 12.00 noon Victory Hall celebration event  Terry Smith, 2892205 

7th May, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

14th May, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

21st May, 10.00am – 1.00pm Drop-By session, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

11th June, 10.30am Probus meeting, Fox Inn Steven Wood, 2893121 

29th June Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, 2892238 

30th June, 12.00 noon Village day TBA, possibly including picnic, 
sports and Thorner HAS Talent 

David Fryer, 2893067 

 

VILLAGE CALENDAR 
The Village Calendar has been available on the village website (www.thornervillage.org.uk) since 2006, showing upcoming meetings 
and events.  Thanks to advances in online technology it is now a lot easier for anyone to access the Calendar and add an event, 
than it has been previously. To obtain access to the Village Website Calendar and be able to add events in the future, simply send 
an email to peter.wilby@thornervillage.org.uk who will reply with full instructions on how to obtain access.  Sending the email is a 
one time procedure which will guard against possible abuse from outside the community, if the calendar was to be unsecured 
and made open to anyone to modify and edit. It is proposed that the online calendar and the calendar in the shop complement 
each other, to avoid conflicts of dates, and it is recommended that both calendars be updated to ensure full coverage for everyone 
in the village. Peter Wilby, Webmaster, www.thornervillage.org.uk. 

 

 
 

 

THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

Tom Mycock (Chair) tommy22246@hotmail.co.uk 2892706 

Graham Castle (Vice-Chair) graham.f.castle@btinternet.com 2896922 

Gwen Brown gwenbrown3@btinternet.com 2893372 

Val Forster val_forster@fsmail.net 2892758 

Diane Gibbins dggibbins@gmail.com 2893883 

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus goodall.pc@btinternet.com 2892258 

Dave Johnston djohnston195@gmail.com 2892219 

Richard Myers myers.thorner@btopenworld.com 2893118 

David Ramsey ramsey.dw.thorner@hotmail.co.uk 2892733 

Kate James (Clerk) clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 2892434 

http://www.thornervillage.org.uk/
mailto:peter.wilby@thornervillage.org.uk
http://www.thornervillage.org.uk/
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      THORNER DIRECTORY 
Allotments Diane Gibbins 2893883 

Art Group Ada Percy 2892653 

Beavers Kealey Gibbs 07850 48446 

Beehive  2017171 

Bowling Club Derek Potter 2892055 

Brownies Sarah Kitchingman 01937 574592 

Collingham Surgery  0844 4778609 

Community Choir Pat Smith 2892205 

Cricket Club Len Horridge 2892400 

Cubs Verity Beatty 07933 435781 

Fox Inn Jason Kendall 2892489 

Guides Diane Eshelby 2892155 

Historical Society Gwen Brown 2893372 

Methodist Church Ann Johnson, Senior Steward 2893532 

Mexborough Arms Ian Emms 2892316 

Milk Delivery T.D. Goodall 2892229 

Mobile library Monday 10.45am-12.45pm Mexborough 
Arms  

Mums & Tots Katie Coppock 07809 549752 

Over 60’s Association Elaine Hartley 2892114 

Parish Centre www.parishcentre.org.uk 0113 8800258 

Post Office Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.30pm, Sat 9.00am-
12.15pm. John Fisher. 2892233 

Pre-School Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Primary School Alison Wrigglesworth, Head Teacher 2892541 

Probus Club Graham Shayler 2892550 

Royal British Legion Julian Levick 2892451 

Scouts Not running currently – volunteers urgently needed! 

St Peter's Church Revd Andy Nicholson 2892437 

Studio 52  2893380 

Tennis Club Terry Smith 2892205 

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club Rosie Cooke 2892351 

Thorner Community Fund Emma Waterland thornercommunityfund@yahoo.co.uk 

Thorner Film Club Val Forster 2892758 

Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, Steve Knowles, Cathy Deneven 2892238, 2892095, 2892578 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com 

Thorner Old School Charity Richard Hall 2892655 

Thorner PCSO Geoff Nottingham 2855374 

Thorner Residents Association Gary Noble 07709 274530 

Thorner Stores Mon-Fri 7.00am-8.00pm, Sat 7.30am-
7.30pm, Sun 8.00am-12.00pm, 6.00-7.00pm 
Malcolm Ward 2892404 

Thorner Surgery  0844 4778610 

Victory Hall Ros Ramsey 

2892733 

bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk 

Village Chippy Friday 4.00-5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 7.15-
8.30pm Fox car park  

Village Show Society Dawn Clarkson 07932 434109 

Village Visiting Scheme Beverley Yates 2892811 

Walking Club Roy Green 2892728 

Website Peter Wilby www.thornervillage.org.uk, click on 
'Contact Us' 

Youth Club, Junior Belinda Swift 2892946 

Youth Club, Senior Belinda Swift 2892946 
If any of these details are incorrect, or you would like to add your group to the next edition of the newsletter, please 
contact the Clerk. 

http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk
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BURNS NIGHT CELEBRATION 

 
The Victory Hall rang to the sounds of the bagpipes at the recent Burns night 
celebration. A joint fundraising event with the Parish Centre marked the 
anniversary of the birth of Robbie Burns with a meal of haggis, bashed neaps and 
tatties, a whisky toast and dancing to the ‘Stair Heid’ ceilidh band. The photo 
depicts the toast to the haggis. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 2012 
 

The Parish Centre was beautifully bedecked by Val and 
Stewart, and thanks to Rosie for generously donating an 
18-foot Christmas tree. Santa came just in time to hear a 
few select members of St Peter’s church choir carol-
singing, led by David and Bridget. How did Santa know to 
come to Thorner just at the right time?! And where did 
he park his reindeer? 
 
Wayne and Soraya produced a fabulous meal for 31 
guests sitting down in the Centre, and three Thorner 
residents received a meal delivered at home. Everyone 
enjoyed Carol’s lovely homemade puddings.  

 
The Christmas quiz was won and lost in good spirit, with lots of laughs along the way. Tea and Amanda’s Christmas cake 
and mince pies were served, and finally everyone went home with a party bag – special thanks go to Sue’s mum, Carol 
(again) and Ann for supplying many of the freshly made goodies. Alan and Phillipa as ever provided help in all the right 
places, Alan ended the day for us with a bang – he got to light the fireworks! 
  
For us in our sixth year the event was made special by all who came on the day, many of whom – Margaret, Corrine, 
John, Harry and Jack - peeled potatoes, prepared veg and generally hosted and helped to ensure the day ran smoothly; 
by all of you who generously supported the event with your time and cash in the run-up and on the day; and to those 
of you who popped in to say hi – thank you to you all, we couldn’t have done it without any of you. 

 
We are taking a break in 2013 from lunch on Christmas Day.  If you would like to run a similar event (or something 
completely different!) on Christmas Day and would like to talk to us about our experience we would be only too 

pleased.  Thanks to all of you who have helped us have six fabulous Christmases. 
Sue and Shane Hayward-Giles, 2896944, shanehaywardgiles@hotmail.com. 
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