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Early snowdrops near the ford. 

 

PLANS FOR MILLENNIUM GREEN FLOWER BEDS       
I saw a fantastic display at RHS Harlow Car last summer and decided we should try it 
out in Thorner, so seed has been bought to plant the two oval flower beds on the 
Millennium Green.  This is from the company that produced the ‘Pictorial Meadows’ 
at the Olympic Park, and will produce a succession of flowers throughout the 
summer. It is hoped that we will get a good display with not too much maintenance. 
Anyone who is interested might like to look at www.pictorialmeadows.co.uk. 

Cllr Dave Ramsey 

THORNER VOLUNTEER RETURNS FROM INDIA 
After spending three and a half incredible months in India, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who helped to fund my trip, through sponsorship, helping at 
my curry night or buying a ticket. India was without a doubt the most amazing trip of my life. I 
gained some unforgettable experiences volunteering in a maternity hospital and an IVF clinic, 
also setting up medical camps in rural villages and refurbishing schools and orphanages. Not 
only did I see the extremes of the Indian midwifery system, observing 34 births, both natural 
and caesarean sections, but I also got to travel, visiting beautiful Kerala, the mind-blowing Taj 
Mahal and riding elephants in Jaipur. I’d like, again, to thank everyone who donated towards 
my trip. None of this would have been possible without you! 

Katie Eshelby 

 

 
 

 
 

FRIDAY 21 MARCH  
THORNER VICTORY HALL 

AUDITIONS  
SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY & SUNDAY 9 FEBRUARY 

 

Come along for a night of entertainment, 
fun and laughter. Why not have a go and 
try to win a cash prize? Application forms 
are available from the school office now, or 
by emailing thornertalent@live.com. Open 
to all: apply individually or in a group. We 
are looking for sponsorship – contact us for 
more details of how to promote your 
business and support your school PTA. 
 

 
 

 

New members always welcome. Memberships costs £25 for 12 months, £12.50 for 6 months.  
 The next showings are on January 28th, February 25th, March 25th (all Tuesdays).  

All are welcome and we still serve the cheapest drinks in town! 
BAR OPEN 7.30PM. FILM SCREENED AT 8.00PM. 

For more information please contact: Val Forster on 2892758 or val_forster@fsmail.net. 

                                                           NEW TEMPORARY PARISH CLERK 
Kate James will be starting maternity leave on 5th February, and Barry Riley has been appointed to stand in as temporary 
Clerk in her absence. Barry has several years’ experience working as Clerk for a Council in South Yorkshire, and the Parish 
Council looks forward to working with him over the next few months. 

PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT TO REMAIN THE SAME FOR 2014-15 
The Precept is the annual fund which the Parish Council requests each year from Leeds City Council. This is paid for 
through Council Tax. The Council is requesting £27,000 for 2014-15, which is the same as for 2013-14. 
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LOST AND FOUND 
We have been asked to include a ‘lost and found’ section in the newsletter. Please send details of any 
items you would like us to include to the Clerk. Hopefully we can reunite some lost items with their rightful 
owners! 

SAM SYKES REFURBISHMENT 
Sam Sykes is the name applied to a footpath that served the original mediaeval heart of 
the village, where there was a water source - St Osyth’s Well - with a communal pump. 
The path is still used as a route from the Parish Church to the Victory Hall, and as a 
recreational footpath giving access to the Leeds Country Way. The historical 
significance of this path was noted in Terence Brown’s book ‘The making of a Yorkshire 
village – Thorner’ published in 1991, and refurbishment of the area was acknowledged 
as an aspirational project in the Thorner Parish Plan in 2006. 
  

Over the years the pump became dilapidated, and was dismantled and removed, and 
the paving of the path became worn and unsightly. A stretch of path had become 
subject to flooding, but recent works as part of an adjacent house-build have meant 
that drainage has been replaced and the flooding problem solved. The surface of the 
footpath has been improved as a result of these works. 

 

 
A replica of the old pump mechanism has been created by John Wilson, and, with financial support from Thorner 
Community Fund and from Thorner Parish Council, work is soon to start on the restoration of the wall, and 
improvements to the footpath surface. The work is being organised by the Sam Sykes Working Group, co-ordinated by 
Scott Marshall, and should be completed by spring 2014. The second phase will see improvements to the surface of the 
path towards the railway arch end. However there are structural problems to address, and it may be some further time 
before this stage can be completed. 

Steven Wood 

 

THORNER  JUNIOR  YOUTH  CLUB 
The Junior Youth Club is enjoying a wonderful year with membership numbers at its highest for 
some time. Members rounded off the year with a Christmas disco and buffet, where some 
‘cool’ moves were observed! We are now looking forward to a trip to The Cube for ice skating. 

 

The club, for those aged between 8 and 13, meets in the Parish Centre on Tuesday evenings at 6.30pm for an evening of 
activities including table tennis, snooker/pool, air hockey, art projects and baking.  The subs, after many years without an 
increase, are now £1.50 per session. May we thank all who supported our Christmas raffle outside Thorner Stores which 
raised over £100 for our funds.  If anyone would like further information about the Youth Club, please contact Belinda 
Swift on 0113 2892946. 

 

SCOUTS 
We've had a great term here in the 1st Thorner Scout Group! The scout section (ages 10-14) 
which re-opened in September is now thriving, and running exciting activities from electronics 
and cooking, to going out on a night hike and going climbing. In January we will be attending 
the national ‘Wintercamp’ in Northumberland.  
 

We've got a jam-packed programme of activities for all three of our sections. Look out for us in 
the village - we're often out and about! If your child would like to come along to any of our 
sections and see what it’s all about, get in contact with James at 
james.nehaul@googlemail.com or on 07799 126896. Scouting is open to both boys and girls! Or 
maybe you want to see what we do for yourselves - we're always on the lookout for adults to 
join the adventure with us - just get in touch!  

 

THORNER PARISH CENTRE 
In addition to the new roof, insulation, and recently resurfaced car park, new facilities at the Parish Centre include WiFi 
and a BT landline (0113 2892627) for incoming calls only. For more information about the Parish Centre, and for 
bookings, please visit www.parishcentre.org.uk. Our next big event is the annual Burns Night Celebration held at and in 

conjunction with the Victory Hall, on Saturday 25th January 2014. 

 

                               

                                     FED UP WITH SLOW INTERNET? 
Superfast West Yorkshire is a partnership between the West Yorkshire local authorities and B.T. Join 
the campaign to improve broadband coverage in your area by registering your demand for better 
broadband today at www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk. 

mailto:james.nehaul@googlemail.com
http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
http://www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

VICTORY HALL NEWS 
FITNESS 
Getting fit is a popular topic at the start of a New Year, and the leaflet with this issue 
of the news is a reminder of the range of fitness activities on your doorstep at the 
Victory Hall. If there’s an activity you’d like to try but it’s not yet available, let us know 
by emailing thevictoryhall@btinternet.com. We’ll look at introducing new offerings to 
meet demand. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Top quality live entertainment coming soon to Thorner! 

THORNER’S 10th COMEDY FESTIVAL      
Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd February   
Tickets £25 each night or £45 for both nights. 
Incredible that we’re now on to our tenth event bringing star 
comedians to the Thorner stage as well as raising funds for 
Victory Hall development!  
STEVE FORBERT    
Friday 28th March   
Tickets £17.50 
Steve has been dubbed ‘the Mississippi  troubadour’ – a veteran 
US singer songwriter with a unique and engaging style. Both 
Steve and his audience enjoyed his last appearance here so much 
that this return gig has been arranged. Support act to be 
confirmed. 

BARBARA DICKSON & RAB NOAKES  
Saturday 5th April 
Tickets £25 
Barbara and Rab started their singing careers 
together playing in Scottish folk clubs in the 60’s. 
They come together again to recall some of those 
days, with a wonderful blend of folk songs, classic 
pop influences and self-written favourites. In support 
will be Edwina Hayes  (‘Feels Like Home’ - 
www.edwinahayes.com). 
All events start at 8.00pm with the bar open from 
7.00. Tickets will sell out quickly – buy now online at 
www.thornervictoryhall.co.uk/buy-tickets/ or email  
raisetheroof@btinternet.com. 

 

LEEDS FESTIVAL 2014  - RESIDENT TICKETS 

Well Christmas is behind us, a new year awaits and it really is time to be planning for the 
summer. Resident tickets for the 2014 Leeds Festival will be on sale at the Thorner Victory 
Hall between 11.00am and 2.00pm on Sunday 2nd March 2014.  Postal applications can be 
made by e-mail (thornercommunityfund@yahoo.co.uk) or in writing to Sue Hayward Giles 
at Monreith, Carr Lane, Thorner, LS14 3EY.  The usual eligibility, proof of residence and 
identity arrangements will apply.  

 

 

 

Full details can be found on the village website (www.thornervillage.org.uk) and on notices around the village. If you 
have any queries about the rules or the registration event itself, do give one of us a call. 
 
Last year the demand for tickets was as high as the late August rainfall. We sold out faster than ever and unfortunately, a 
number of Thorner residents missed out. We are keen that as many residents as possible have a chance of getting a 
ticket. To help us keep the ticket distribution as fair as possible, it is important that you read the rules carefully and bring 
whatever you need with you to the registration event.   
 
So what more can you do?  Before buying weekend tickets we would ask you to consider whether you will make full use 
of them across each of the three days. The rules around nominating tickets will be exactly the same as in previous years.  
Residents can nominate tickets for someone else to use but to avoid disappointing your fellow Thorner villagers, we 
would encourage you not to ask friends and neighbours to nominate extra tickets for your party. 

Wayne Young  0113 2893012, Emma Waterland  0113 2893011 
Thorner Community Fund 

 

 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE – COACH TRIP 
Be transported, not to Penzance but to the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds on 
Tuesday 11th March. If you want to enjoy all the usual fun and frolics that the 
Pirates of Penzance offers with some surprising and imaginative twists, then this 
show from the award-winning Leeds Gilbert and Sullivan society is perfect for you! 

Price only £18 per ticket including coach travel to and from Thorner! 
Please book as early as possible to ensure a place on the coach! 
Email janetmjohnston@btinternet.com or phone 0113 2892219. 

Find out more about Leeds Gilbert and Sullivan Society at www.leedsgands.org.uk. 
 

mailto:thevictoryhall@btinternet.com
http://www.edwinahayes.com/
http://www.thornervictoryhall.co.uk/buy-tickets/
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http://www.leedsgands.org.uk/


 
 

 

THORNER CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2013 
Well a slightly challenging period this season with the gales and rains; only four trees became 
‘victims’, but others stood the rigours of the stormy weather – quality of work you know! Many 
comments of appreciation have been forthcoming: thank you to the 40 householders who host 
a tree each year at their own cost for the benefit of the entire community. 

Santa’s team of Alan Haigh, John Wilson, Alistair Foster and  Paul Turner all contributed toward the staging of the lights 
again, thankfully not having to brave three inches of frozen snow as in previous years. Also the community should thank 
Tim and Alison Leftley who generously provide the electricity for the lights on the impressive tree at Scott Hill. The 
provision and installation of the lights and ongoing maintenance on this particular tree is sponsored by Jason and Sam at 
The Fox, Lynnton Taylor of Bright Sparks Electric, and me, David Fryer. 

                                            WETHERBY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 
Your village has a low crime rate and I would like this trend to continue. Your vigilance is key and 
the criminals know this, so please follow the simple rules below. 

 

 

 Lock ALL windows and doors - it only takes a minute for a burglar to enter your home and steal. 

 Door chimes and burglar alarms will deter a burglar from entering your home. 

 Don’t leave valuables showing when leaving the car - it’s too tempting for the thief. 

 Check your door locks especially the UPVC type - these need upgrading to TS 007 3 star – look online. 

 If you see anything suspicious please keep notes of what you have seen as this can be very helpful to the police. 

 Finally are you interested in being a Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator for your street, you are welcome to join the 
meetings held in the over 60’s club - check the notice boards or ring me.  

Geoff Nottingham, PCSO 942 Wetherby Police Station,  0113 2855374 
 

 
 

                                                                       DOG FOULING 
Despite recent attempts to reduce dog fouling, this is still a major problem in the village. The most 
effective deterrent would be a prosecution. If you see someone failing to clean up, call Leeds City Council 
on 0113 2224406, and enforcement officers will fine the culprit. Witness statements are sufficient. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
25

th
 January Burns Night, Victory Hall Ros Ramsey, 2892733/Ada Percy, 2892653 

28
th

 January Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

4
th

 February Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

4
th

 February Drop-By Session with lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

9
th

 February Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

18
th

 February ‘Posh Lunch’, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689, or Over 60’s 

21
st

 & 22
nd

 February Comedy Festival, Victory Hall raisetheroof@btinternet.com 

25
th

 February Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

2
nd

 March Leeds Festival tickets on sale Wayne Young, 2893012 

4
th

 March Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Barry Riley, 07875 554326 

4
th

 March Drop-By Session with lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

11
th

 March Pirates of Penzance coach trip Janet Johnston, 2892219 

12
th

 March ‘Cake & Conversation’, Methodist Church Ann Johnson, 2893532 

18
th

 March Drop-By Session with lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

21
st

 March Thorner’s Got Talent, Victory Hall thornertalent@live.com 

22
nd

 March Methodist Church fundraising event Ann Johnson, 2893532 

25
th

 March Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

28
th

 March Steve Forbert, Victory Hall raisetheroof@btinternet.com 

1
st

 April Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Barry Riley, 07875 554326 

1
st

 April Drop-By Session with lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

5
th

 April Barbara Dixon & Rab Noakes at Victory Hall raisetheroof@btinternet.com 

15
th

 April Drop-By Session with lunch, Parish Centre Anthea Weaver, 2893689 

17
th

 April Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 
 
 

 

 
  

 

THORNER PARISH COUNCIL                        www.thorner-parish-council.org.uk 

Tom Mycock (Chairman) tommy22246@hotmail.co.uk 2892706 

Graham Castle (Vice-Chair) graham.f.castle@btinternet.com 2896922 

Gwen Brown gwenbrown3@btinternet.com 2893372 

Val Forster val_forster@fsmail.net 2892758 

Diane Gibbins dggibbins@gmail.com 2893883 

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus goodall.pc@btinternet.com 2892258 

Dave Johnston djohnston195@gmail.com 2892219 

Richard Myers myers.thorner@btopenworld.com 2893118 

David Ramsey ramsey.dw.thorner@hotmail.co.uk 2892733 

Barry Riley (Clerk from 5
th

 February) clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 07875 554326 



 
      THORNER DIRECTORY 

Allotments Diane Gibbins 2893883 

Art Group Ada Percy 2892653 

Beavers Scott McMillan mileko2002@yahoo.co.uk 

Beehive Alex Main 2017171 

Bowling Club Derek Potter 2892055 

Brownies Clair Brown (Owl) 2896888/0790065404 
clair@everythingispossible.eu 

Collingham Surgery  0844 4778609 

Community Choir Pat Smith 2892205 

Cricket Club Len Horridge 2892400 

Cubs Kealey Ledger 07850 484462 

Dance classes Natalie Allen 07732 137425 
www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk 

Football Club Dave Thompson 2892238 

Fox Inn Jason Kendall 2892489 

Guides Diane Eshelby 2892155 

Historical Society Gwen Brown 2893372 

Methodist Church Ann Johnson, Senior Steward 2893532 

Mexborough Arms Oliver Fabian 2892316 

Milk Delivery T.D. Goodall 2892229 

Mobile library Monday 10.45am-12.45pm Mexborough Arms  

Mums & Tots Karen Spong 2017117 

Orchard Out Of School Club Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Over 60’s Association Steven Wood 2893121 

Parish Centre www.parishcentre.org.uk 0113 8800258 

Parish Centre Drop-By sessions Anthea Weaver 2893689 

Pilates (Chartered Physiotherapist) Victoria Harvey 07718 051659 
pilatesfitleeds@gmail.com, 
www.pilatesfitleeds.co.uk 

Post Office Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.30pm, Sat 9.00am-12.15pm  John Fisher 2892233 

Pre-School Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Probus Club David Fryer 2893067 

Royal British Legion Julian Levick 2892451 

Scouts James Nehaul 07799 126 896 
james.nehaul@googlemail.com 

St Peter's Church Revd Andy Nicholson 2892437 

Studio 52 Louise Hall 2893380 

Tennis Club Terry Smith 2892205 

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club Rosie Cooke 2892351 

Thorner C of E Primary School Mrs Wrigglesworth, Head Teacher 2892541 

Thorner Community Fund Emma Waterland thornercommunityfund@yahoo.co.uk 

Thorner Community Youth Fund Lorna Kettlewell 2892146 

Thorner Film Club Val Forster 2892758 

Thorner Flooring Services Craig Pickup 2892344/07774 171744 

Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, Steve Knowles, Cathy Deneven 2892238, 2892095, 2892578 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com 

Thorner Old School Charity Richard Hall 2892655 

Thorner PCSO Geoff Nottingham 2855374 

Thorner Residents Association Gary Noble 07709 274530 

Thorner Stores:                                                      Mon-Fri 7.00am-8.00pm, Sat 7.30am-7.30pm,                                                                            
Sun 8.00am-12.00pm, 6.00-7.00pm  Malcolm Ward 2892404 

Thorner Surgery  0844 4778610 

Victory Hall Ros Ramsey 
2892733 
bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk 

Village Chippy Friday 4.00-5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue,  
7.15-8.30pm Fox car park 07832 942959 

Village Show Society Dawn Clarkson 07932 434109 

Village Visiting Scheme Beverley Yates 2892811 

Walking Club Roy Green 2892728 

Website Peter Wilby www.thornervillage.org.uk, click on 
'Contact Us' 

Youth Club (Junior & Senior) Belinda Swift 2892946 

If any of these details are incorrect, or you would like to add your group to the next edition of the newsletter, please contact the Clerk. 

mailto:mileko2002@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:clair@everythingispossible.eu
http://www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk/
http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
mailto:pilatesfitleeds@gmail.com
http://www.pilatesfitleeds.co.uk/
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk


 
 

 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH THORNER 
After another successful Christmas period a great big thank you needs to be said to all who were 
involved in beautifying the church and putting on the services. Looking forward to Lent and Easter 
2014, St Peter’s Church wants to welcome all Thorner parishioners and for them to know that St 
Peter’s is their church. To this end we are going to be running a ‘stewardship Campaign’ looking at 
how people can be involved in different aspects of church life, and also how church is and can be 
part of people’s lives (such as through baptisms, weddings and funerals).  Leaflets will be coming 
through people's doors in March. 

Of course there are also lots of other events going on which will be advertised on the church wall over the coming 
months.  Keep an eye out for future events. 
 

THORNER METHODIST CHURCH 

A very happy and peaceful New Year to you all from your friends at Thorner Methodist Church. 
Thank you to all who supported our Christmas Fayre, and our joint church and chapel Ecumenical 
Lessons and Carols on the Millennium Green. This event on the Green was generously financially 
supported by our city councillors, and grateful thanks especially to our own councillor Mrs Ann 
Castle. Thank you to those who contributed to the Children’s Society collection. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Wednesday March 12th at 2.00pm: a free afternoon of ‘Cake & Conversation’ in the Methodist Church Social Centre. 
Women of all ages are invited to join us as we discuss the events of the week over cake and afternoon tea.  We’ll be 
through around 3.15pm for any who have to pick up children from school.  Do join us if you can, you’ll be made most 
welcome.   
Saturday March 22rd from 10.00am – 12.00 noon: fundraising event in aid of The Home and Overseas Missions of the 
Methodist Church. Entrance is £1 including refreshments, held in the Social Centre. We will be serving our usual Bacon 
Butties, at £1 each; delicious bacon from Thorner Stores!!  
Our joint Ecumenical Lent studies begin on Monday March 10th, 10.00am for 10.15am for five weeks, ending on Monday 
April 7th. All are held at the Methodist Social Centre.  We begin with refreshments and our theme this year is entitled 'Build 
on the Rock…Faith, Doubt – and Jesus’. This study material is supplied by York Courses and written by the Rev'd John 
Young and introduced by the former Archbishop of York, The Rt. Rev'd  Dr. David Hope.  All welcome. 

Yours in His service, Ann Johnson, Senior Church Steward at Thorner Methodist Church, tel. 2893532. 

 

THORNER OVER 60s ASSOCIATION 

The aim for the New year is to reach out to all those in Thorner who are at home during the 
day. We shall try and offer something for everyone. 

The Association runs a number of regular events, including art, bridge, and craft, as well as 
regular coffee mornings. 

We hope that the Monday morning exercise class will continue. Indeed this is something we should be looking to expand. 
Members who attend report improvements in their mobility and balance, which is of great benefit to them. Unfortunately 
it creates a modest funding shortfall, which we are seeking to address.   

In January we started with our Friday afternoon discussion groups, led by Ann Castle.  

Currently we provide lunch for members on the fourth Wednesday of each month. We have applied for a grant which 
may mean we are able to expand this provision. In February we are joining forces with the Parish Centre to host a ‘Posh 
Lunch’. 

Other suggestions have included a cycling club, an afternoon film club, and a golf society. We are always open to 
suggestions. I would love to hear from any resident who might be interested, or with other ideas for us to consider. If you 
want more information about any of the activities please contact me, or any member of the Committee. 

SAND BAGS NEEDED? 
The Parish Council purchased a stock of sand bags at the time of the floods several years 
ago, currently being stored at the bowling club. The bags have deteriorated and the Parish 
Council is considering disposing of the sand. However if any resident feels that a stock 
should be retained, or if they would like to remove some of the sand for personal use, they 
should contact the Parish Council.   

 



 


