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JULY 2013 

 

THORNER NEIGHOURHOOD PLAN 

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR VILLAGE 
WHAT DO YOU WANT THORNER TO LOOK LIKE IN 10-15 YEARS TIME? 

Do you want lots of new houses in the village? Do we need more large detached houses, or more affordable homes for 
first time buyers? What local amenities do we need? Do we need to protect our green spaces? Do we want to see more 
wind turbines and solar panels? If you have views on any of these issues, you need to get your voice heard. There will 
be various opportunities to have your say, which will be advertised in the newsletter and website in the coming 
months. Thank you to those who put your views across at our Gala stall. Comments included: more homes are needed 
to rent; the village shop and post office should be retained; and we should have some edible flowerbeds. We also 
asked people to put stickers on a map of the village to suggest sites which could be built on, and sites which should be 
protected. The Parish Council is currently trying to protect Kirkfield Green on Bramham Road. Leeds City Council have 
requested further information in relation to the village green application – a decision should have been made by the 
time the next edition of this newsletter is published. 

70,000 NEW HOMES NEEDED IN LEEDS 
Leeds City Council needs to find land for approximately 70,000 new homes to be built over the next 10-15 years. It has 
been undertaking a site allocations process. A few sites were put forward from Thorner but none has been deemed 
acceptable, so no major development will take place here. However it is unrealistic to expect that no new homes will 
be built in Thorner in the coming years. The best way for the village to exercise some control over this development is 
to use the Neighbourhood Plan to specify sites where building would be acceptable, and sites which the village wants 
to protect as green space. 

FUNDING SECURED BY PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council has secured just under £7,000 of national funding to cover the costs of developing the 
Neighbourhood Plan, which should be completed by the end of 2014. A steering group has been set up which is 
meeting monthly. For more information please contact the Clerk. 

 
 

  
Lord Mayor of Leeds Councillor Ann Castle planting a Yew Tree at Victory Hall at the celebration event on  

5th May (photo taken by Andy Sidebottom), and children enjoying the Bird of Prey demonstration at the Gala. 
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CALLING ALL BUDDING GARDENERS! 
There are lots of green spaces in the village which are looked after by a very small number of 
volunteers. Unless more volunteers come forward it will be difficult to maintain these areas to 
the same standard. If you are interested in doing something to help keep Thorner looking 
attractive, please contact Dave Ramsey (Parish Council) on 2892733 or Mark Walker (Residents 
Association) on 2892480. The small triangle of land beside the ford has wild flowers in the 
meadow grass. Dave really needs some help maintaining this area as the cut after the flowers 
have seeded should be removed to stop the soil being enriched. This needs several people. 
 
Some changes are planned to the four flowerbeds on Millennium Green. The two with the worst 
soil quality may be grassed over or perhaps seeded with annual flower mix. The Parish Council 
and Residents Association will maintain the other two beds, and planting is expected to take 
place in the near future. 

 

NEW PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
The Parish Council has a new website: www.thorner-parish-council.org.uk. Please visit and send any comments to the 
Clerk. More content will be added over the coming months. The site can be accessed by following the link from the 
village website which previously took visitors to the Parish Council pages on the same site. 

 

SUPERFAST BROADBAND 
Superfast West Yorkshire is part of the West Yorkshire Local Broadband project.  A key aim 
of the project is to encourage investment in areas with no broadband coverage. The project 
primarily focuses on addressing poor or no broadband coverage in the 'final third' i.e. 
the rural and remote parts of West Yorkshire. If you suffer from poor coverage, visit the 
website and register your interest by completing a short survey at 
www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk. The more people who do this, the more likely it is that 
problems in Thorner will be addressed. 

 
 

 

 

 

THORNER VILLAGE SHOW: SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER, 2PM 
THORNER VICTORY HALL 

Classes include flower arranging, cookery, photography, arts, crafts, flowers and 
produce. Children’s classes are free to enter. Refreshments available. Everyone 
welcome. Entry £1 for adults, free for children. 

 

A NIGHT WITH THE STARS IN THORNER AS SORAYA GOES INTO WARP DRIVE TO  
HELP CANCER CHARITY! 

Astronomers from across the north have signed up to help run the very first Thorner Stargaze on 
Saturday 28th September and will deploy powerful telescopes to view celestial wonders and tell people 
more about the amazing universe. 

 

 

The cosmic event will be hosted at the Victory Hall; it will not only focus on the stars, but also give all the family a 
chance to support The Haven's vital work. The Haven Breast Cancer Support Centre offers free support, information 
and complementary therapies to anyone affected by breast cancer - thehaven.org.uk. There'll also be rocket launching, 
an inflatable planetarium, talks, a chance to handle space rock and watch amazing time-lapse movies created by 
stargazers from York Astronomical Society.  
Tickets cost £7 for adults, £3 children and £18 for a family ticket (two adults and two children) and are available online 
from www.thehaven.org.uk/how-you-can-support-us/fundraising-events/2013-09/havens-above. Or if you have any 
enquiries email havensabove@gmail.com or call 07564 146854.  

New members always welcome. Memberships costs £25 for 12 months, £12.50 for 6 months.  
 The next showings are on September 24th, October 29th, November 26th, & December 17th (all Tuesdays).  

All are welcome and we still serve the cheapest drinks in town! 
BAR OPEN 7.30PM. FILM SCREENED AT 8.00PM. 

 For more information please contact: Val Forster on 2892758 or val_forster@fsmail.net. 

 

http://www.thorner-parish-council.org.uk/
http://www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk/
http://www.thehaven.org.uk/how-you-can-support-us/fundraising-events/2013-09/havens-above
mailto:havensabove@gmail.com
mailto:val_forster@fsmail.net
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THORNER GALA 2013 
The Thorner Gala Team would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who joined us at the 
Gala this year.  It was a fantastic day and the sun even came out for the occasion! A massive 
thank you to everyone who helped, both before and on the day.  Also, a big thank you and well 
done to all the stall holders and entertainers for bringing such variety and fun to the day.  
Special thanks should be given to all of you who joined the parade; majorettes, ponies, pooches 
and all the children.  You did Thorner proud! 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 2014: NEXT YEAR’S GALA WILL BE JUNE 28th 
The team are taking a month or two off and will regroup in September to begin the planning for next year.  Do you 
have any feedback, what you liked / didn’t like, what would you like to see at the Gala?  If you have any ideas please 
get in touch.   
Contact: Steve Knowles 2892095, Cathy Deneven 2892578 or Gemma Whawell 2892013, or email us at 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com, 

 
 

 

THORNER VICTORY HALL 
Over 150 folks were at the Victory Hall on May 5th for a double celebration. In one of her 
final engagements during her year as Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor Ann Castle planted a 
tree to mark progress with the hall refurbishment (see photo on front page). Councillor 
Castle said ‘Village halls like this one in Thorner are of vital importance in maintaining a 
sense of community, and I trust that both the hall and tree planted today will thrive in the 
years to come. This is a building for the village to be proud of’. 

Another cause for celebration was the gaining by Thorner Victory Hall of the Hallmark Level 3 Award. Hallmark is a 
Quality Award administered by Rural Action Yorkshire, and Thorner Victory Hall is the first village hall in Yorkshire to 
achieve this. Alec Shelbrooke, Member of Parliament for Elmet and Rothwell, was there to present the certificate to 
hall Chairman Terry Smith. 

 

Make a diary note! 
The OPERA DUDES will be back by popular demand, to present their unique mix of surprises that include grand opera, 
showstoppers and ballads in a Victory Hall fund raiser: 

The Opera Dudes: Mission Improbable 
Thorner Victory Hall 

Saturday 12th October 7.30pm 
Tickets £10  - from Thorner Village Stores (from early September), by phone on 2892733 or  

online at www.thornervictoryhall.co.uk/buy-tickets/ 
 
 

THORNER & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
This year’s summer trip was on Saturday 25

th

 May. We left the Mexborough Arms at 8.30 and arrived in Pickering in time 

for morning coffee before catching The North Yorkshire Steam Railway to Whitby. The afternoon was spent in Whitby 

where we had free time before catching the coach back home to Thorner.  We all had a really lovely day although it was a 

bank holiday weekend and Whitby was very busy. The weather was very kind to us which made for a very good day out. 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 23
rd

 October in the Victory Hall, at 7.30pm.  Our 

speaker will be Chris Murphy from the Towton Battlefied Society giving us some insight 

on England’s largest battle and the War of the Roses.  We thought this was rather topical 

due to the finding of the body of Richard III and ‘The White Queen’ being shown on the 

TV. 
If anyone has any memorabilia on WWI or the Victory Hall and stories to go with it, we would love to hear from you as we 

are collecting information for a new book and the WWI /Victory Hall 1914 project.  Please contact Gwen or Val at the 

addresses below. 

 

Remember if there is anything you would like to add to the archive please contact Mr Richard Gibson on 0113 2893260 or 

@ r.e.gibson@btinternet.com  or Gwen Brown on 0113 2893372 or @ gwenbrown3@btinternet.com or Mrs Val Forster on 

0113 2892758 or @ val_forster@fsmail.net. 

 

mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
http://www.thornervictoryhall.co.uk/buy-tickets/
mailto:r.e.gibson@btinternet.com
mailto:gwenbrown3@btinternet.com
mailto:val_forster@fsmail.net
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MUMS AND TOTS 
 

 

Great fun was had by all at the end of term party on 18th July, although we 
had to say goodbye to several children who are starting school in 
September (some of them pictured on the right with June from Tiny 
Dancers). We meet on Thursday mornings in term-time, 9.30-11.30 at the 
Parish Centre. All parents and carers and their babies and toddlers are 
welcome to join us – come along and meet new friends! We have lots of 
great toys, and once a fortnight Tiny Dancers join us for a fun singing and 
dancing session. The first session next term will be on Thursday 5th 
September in a newly re-roofed Parish Centre. For more information 
please contact Karen Spong on 2017117  or at kazmac04@yahoo.co.uk.   

 

  

THORNER  JUNIOR  YOUTH  CLUB 
The Youth Club would like to thank all those who supported our stall at the recent Gala.  
The prize of £10 for ‘Find the Joker’ game was won by Jessie with card number 43. 
 
The Junior Youth Club meets in the Parish Centre on Tuesday evenings at 6.30pm for an 
evening of activities including table tennis, snooker/pool, air hockey, art projects and 
baking. 

If you are between 7 and 13 years of age do come along and enjoy the fun, subs are £1 per session. If anyone would 
like further information about the Youth Club, please contact Belinda Swift on 2892946. 

 

CRICKET NEWS 
If you haven’t nipped up to the ground on any given Saturday, please do, we’ve 
managed to start and finish most games there so far this season (a miracle in 
itself!) and, before you know it, it will be September and it will all be over yet 
again for another summer. 
 

So far we’ve had a decent season and, in times when other village teams are 
folding, we manage to keep two teams afloat. Thanks to everyone who helps and 
everyone who supports, no matter how small that may be it is vital to our lasting 
existence. 
 

 

 

Cricket is a strange yet amazingly sociable game; we are lucky to have two teams representing our village so nip up to 
the field any Saturday and enjoy basking in the sun / trying to dodge the showers... you know it makes sense! 

Len Horridge 
 

 

 

THORNER OVER 60’s 
The Over 60’s welcome Audrey Shaw to the Committee, but there are still vacancies for 
at least two more committee members, and we are looking for volunteers. We are still 
looking to expand the membership. Please call in on a Monday or Thursday morning, 
when the doors are open to all for coffee and biscuits. We are hoping to arrange 
professional support for the computer class on Tuesday mornings. The Centre has a 
number of laptop computers, and members can learn how to use them, and to access 
the internet. 

The Committee is looking to organise additional events, which will be advertised on the notice board and in the centre. 
These are likely to include exercise classes and talks and demonstrations. 

Future events already organised include:- 

(a) Cream Tea on Saturday 27th July 2013 (2.00pm – 4.00pm) 

(b) Fish and chips lunch on Wednesday 31st July (12 noon) 

(c) An Italian themed lunch on Wednesday 21st August (12 noon) 

The purpose of the Association is to address isolation, loneliness and health issues for the more elderly residents in the 
village. Please consider joining (subscription £7.00) if only to ensure that we can continue to deliver a full service to 
those residents who count on the Association for support. 

Steven Wood 

http://fsmail01.orange.co.uk/webmail/en_GB/aBook.html
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ST PETER’S CHURCH THORNER 

Once again Thorner Church is involved in helping to run a Festival Angels Prayer Tent at Leeds 
Festival, together with Methodist partners and volunteers from around the region.  This year the 
project is, in addition to the prayer tent, also running the Lost Property Tent for the Festival 
organisers as well as patrolling the festival site as ‘Pastoral Helpers’ during the daytimes.   
  
If you are at the Festival over the Bank Holiday Weekend do pop into the Festival Angels Prayer 
Tent that is on the way to Red Camping on the edge of the main arena. 

 
Closer to home the church is holding a number of events over the coming months, including:  
  

       Seventies Evening on 13th September in the (newly re-roofed) Parish Centre. 

       Buddy Holly Evening on 21st September in the Victory Hall. 

       Steeplechase Supper on 19th October in the Parish Centre and around Thorner. 
  

Please look out for further details on posters around the village. 
Andy Nicholson 

 

THORNER METHODIST CHURCH 
Once again, many thanks to all who have supported us at our coffee mornings which are held 
in aid of various charitable organisations throughout the year. We always serve bacon and 
sausage butties which are delicious because the bacon, sausage, bread buns, etc. are all 
supplied by our village shop, hence the excellent quality!  

 

 
We don't meet in August but our coffee morning in September will take place on September 7th from 10.00am – 12 
noon. Bacon butties will be on the menu once again, plus our scrumptious cake stall and bric-a-brac stall will be 
available. Our charity for this event is a half and half appeal and will be for 'Methodist Homes for the Aged' (MHA), 
and Action for Children (AFC), held in the Thorner Methodists' Social Centre.  We hope to see you there! 

Ann Johnson, Senior Steward, Thorner Methodist Church, 2893532. 

 

CEMETERY UPDATE 
The new cemetery at the end of Thorner Lane opened on Monday 11th July 2013. Landscaping is virtually complete 
apart from some newly seeded areas. When enough burial plots have been used additional trees will be planted to 
break up the area for better visual amenity. There is onsite parking with some bench seating and planted areas. At the 
bottom end of the site is a balancing lake, which collects storm water via all the new drains and keeps the site free of 
previously boggy areas. 
 
The site will be used by all faiths although they will be segregated. Muslims will be buried with their heads facing to 
Mecca (or Makkah). You will see on the plan (available from the Clerk) that the burial plots are in a different alignment 
to those of other faiths. Access will be available to the public during the day to walk round, or for mourning and 
contemplation. Gates will be locked at night. There are strict criteria for headstones and memorabilia on graves. The 
whole area now looks attractive and will be a buffer against further development. However, Redhall nurseries will 
move adjacent to the cemetery in about four or five years but that will be for agricultural use. 

Ann Castle, Ward Councillor 
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WETHERBY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 
Just a few words of advice on crime prevention: 

BOGUS CALLERS: this is often targeted at older or more vulnerable people. The burglar pretends to be an official, 
someone reading the electricity meter for example, in order to gain entry to the house and then steal things. If you are 
not expecting them do not let them in. 
SNEAK THIEVES: This is when thieves enter the house through open doors or windows, quite often whilst the 
householder is in another room or in the garden. Lock all doors and windows when not in use. 
GARDEN CRIME: Postcode all property such as lawnmowers and hedge-trimmers. 
  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
This is being re-launched and volunteers are needed to be coordinators. Ideally there should be one 
coordinator for about 12 houses, whose role is to pass weekly messages on to neighbours and 
distribute window stickers. To find out more visit the West Yorkshire police website, or 
www.ourwatch.org.uk, If you type in your postcode you can obtain up to date crime details. You can 
also ring Geoff Nottingham on 2855374.  The aim is to improve awareness and communication, thereby 
reducing crime and helping communities to feel safe. 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
27

th
 July, 2.00-4.00pm Cream Tea, Over 60’s  Steven Wood, 2893121 

29
th

 July Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

31
st

 July, 12 noon Fish and chips lunch, Over 60’s  Steven Wood, 2893121 

6
th

 August, 7.00pm Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

15
th

 August, 10.00am Police Contact Point, Over 60’s Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 

19
th

 August, 6.30pm Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Over 60’s Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 

21
st

 August, 12 noon Over 60’s Italian themed lunch Steven Wood, 2893121 

1
st

 September Village Show, Victory Hall Dawn Clarkson, 07932 434109 

3
rd

 September Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

7
th

 September, 10.00am Coffee morning, Methodist Church Ann Johnson, 2893532 

13
th

 September Seventies evening, Parish Centre  

21
st

 September Buddy Holly evening, Victory Hall  

24
th

 September, 8.00pm Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

26
th

 September, 10.00am Police Contact Point, Over 60’s  Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 

28
th

 September Thorner Stargaze, Victory Hall 07564 146854 

1
st

 October Parish Council meeting, Methodist Church Kate James, 2892434 

2
nd

 October Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

12
th

 October Opera Dudes, Victory Hall 2892733 

17
th

 October, 10.00am Police Contact Point, Over 60’s  Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 

19
th

 October Steeplechase Supper, Parish Centre  

23
rd

 October, 7.30pm Historical Society meeting, Victory Hall Gwen Brown, 2893372 

29
th

 October, 8.00pm Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

4
th

 November Street cleaning – please park off the road if possible 

11
th

 November, 6.30pm Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Over 60’s  Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 

26
th

 November, 8.00pm Thorner Film Club, Victory Hall Val Forster, 2892758 

28
th

 November, 10.00am Police Contact Point, Over 60’s Geoff Nottingham, 2855374 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

Tom Mycock (Chairman) tommy22246@hotmail.co.uk 2892706 

Graham Castle (Vice-Chair) graham.f.castle@btinternet.com 2896922 

Gwen Brown gwenbrown3@btinternet.com 2893372 

Val Forster val_forster@fsmail.net 2892758 

Diane Gibbins dggibbins@gmail.com 2893883 

Victoria Goodall-Fawcus goodall.pc@btinternet.com 2892258 

Dave Johnston djohnston195@gmail.com 2892219 

Richard Myers myers.thorner@btopenworld.com 2893118 

David Ramsey ramsey.dw.thorner@hotmail.co.uk 2892733 

Kate James (Clerk) clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 2892434 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
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      THORNER DIRECTORY 
Allotments Diane Gibbins 2893883 

Art Group Ada Percy 2892653 

Beavers Kealey Gibbs 07850 48446 

Beehive Alex Main 2017171 

Bowling Club Derek Potter 2892055 

Brownies Sarah Kitchingman 01937 574592 

Collingham Surgery  0844 4778609 

Community Choir Pat Smith 2892205 

Cricket Club Len Horridge 2892400 

Cubs Verity Beatty 07933 435781 

Dance classes Natalie Allen 07732 137425 
www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk 

Football Club Dave Thompson 2892238 

Fox Inn Jason Kendall 2892489 

Guides Diane Eshelby 2892155 

Historical Society Gwen Brown 2893372 

Methodist Church Ann Johnson, Senior Steward 2893532 

Mexborough Arms Ian Emms 2892316 

Milk Delivery T.D. Goodall 2892229 

Mobile library Monday 10.45am-12.45pm Mexborough Arms  

Mums & Tots Karen Spong 2017117 

Orchard Out Of School Club Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Over 60’s Association Steven Wood 2893121 

Parish Centre www.parishcentre.org.uk 0113 8800258 

Post Office Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.30pm, Sat 9.00am-12.15pm. 
John Fisher. 2892233 

Pre-School Belinda Bateson 2892541 

Probus Club David Fryer 2893067 

Royal British Legion Julian Levick 2892451 

Scouts Not running currently – volunteers urgently needed! 

St Peter's Church Revd Andy Nicholson 2892437 

Studio 52 Louise Hall 2893380 

Tennis Club Terry Smith 2892205 

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club Rosie Cooke 2892351 

Thorner Church of England Primary 
School Mrs Wrigglesworth, Head Teacher 2892541 

Thorner Community Fund Emma Waterland thornercommunityfund@yahoo.co.uk 

Thorner Community Youth Fund Lorna Kettlewell 2892146 

Thorner Film Club Val Forster 2892758 

Thorner Flooring Services Craig Pickup 2892344/07774 171744 

Thorner Gala Jo Thompson, Steve Knowles, Cathy Deneven 2892238, 2892095, 2892578 
thorner.galateam@googlemail.com 

Thorner Old School Charity Richard Hall 2892655 

Thorner PCSO Geoff Nottingham 2855374 

Thorner Residents Association Gary Noble 07709 274530 

Thorner Stores Mon-Fri 7.00am-8.00pm, Sat 7.30am-7.30pm, Sun 
8.00am-12.00pm, 6.00-7.00pm 
Malcolm Ward 2892404 

Thorner Surgery  0844 4778610 

Victory Hall Ros Ramsey 
2892733 
bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk 

Village Chippy Friday 4.00-5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 7.15-8.30pm 
Fox car park 07832 942959 

Village Show Society Dawn Clarkson 07932 434109 

Village Visiting Scheme Beverley Yates 2892811 

Walking Club Roy Green 2892728 

Website Peter Wilby www.thornervillage.org.uk, click on 
'Contact Us' 

Youth Club, Junior Belinda Swift 2892946 

Youth Club, Senior Belinda Swift 2892946 

If any of these details are incorrect, or you would like to add your group to the next edition of the newsletter, please contact the Clerk. 

 

http://www.natalieallenacademyofdance.co.uk/
http://www.parishcentre.org.uk/
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:thorner.galateam@googlemail.com
mailto:bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk
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CAST OF THE RECENT THORNER CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL PRODUCTION OF  
‘THE JUNGLE BOOK’, STAGED AT VICTORY HALL. 

 

                     
 

THORNER FOOTBALL TEAM – £1,790.50 DONATED TO CHARITY 
In memory of John Thompson the football team raise money every year for St Gemma’s Hospice and Cancer Research 
UK.  This year has been no different, raising £1,790.50 over both days. Thank you to everyone for supporting the bar at 
the Thorner Gala of which 50% of the profits have been donated to the Charities. One week later was the annual event 
of the Charity football match, Thorner FC ‘Oldies’ vs the Current Thorner FC team, to win the John Thompson Memorial 
Trophy. The current team took back the trophy from the Oldies winning 4 – 1.  The first half finished 1 – 0 with the 
Oldies holding their own however tiredness began to show in the second half allowing the current team to outrun the 
Oldies scoring 3 further goals with only one in reply.  The game was followed by a BBQ and Raffle which was supported 
by many who enjoyed the continued sunshine, food and drink. Thank you to everyone who played, helped and 

supported us on the day. 

 


