
 
Thorner Neighbourhood Plan 

Shaping The Future Of Our Village 
 

Thorner Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20 August 2013 at Thorner Over 60’s Centre 

 
Present: Cllr Diane Gibbins (chair), Cllr Tom Mycock (Chairman of the Parish Council), Cllr Victoria 
Goodall-Fawcus, Cllr Gwen Brown, Steven Wood, Sue Lawrenson, Richard Bould, Andrew Walmsley, 
Lindsey Ducker, Dudley Mitchell, Kate James (Parish Council Clerk), Heather Suggate (Leeds City 
Council), Mike Dando (Planning Aid England). 

 
Apologies: Cllr Graham Castle. 
 
The main purpose of the meeting was for Mike Dando to set out the support that he and his 
organisation (Planning Aid England) can offer with the Neighbourhood Plan. Mike can offer 18 days of 
his time, and volunteers will also be available to support the steering group. The support will last until 
the end of July 2014 when the project should be completed. Support will be provided with five key 
areas: 

1 Training on the process, legal requirements and basic conditions. 
2 Production of a project plan. 
3 Community consultation. 
4 Building the evidence base. 
5 Plan development and writing. 

 
Mike suggested that we can incorporate some of the material from the Village Design Statement into 
the Neighbourhood Plan, although in order to pass the examination, new consultation will need to be 
undertaken. In terms of initial consultation, he suggested that we should start with a general survey to 
establish what the key issues are, rather than embarking on a detailed housing needs survey in the 
first instance. The Plan should be holistic and cover a range of issues, however only policies relating 
to planning will be legally binding once the Plan is adopted. 
 
There was a discussion regarding cross boundary issues. Once we have started working towards the 
Plan, we should contact neighbouring parishes to inform them of what we are doing. 
 
Mike suggested that three key tasks should be completed first: 

1 Training session – arranged for 12 September. 
2 Project plan – Mike will send some information to Kate who will produce the first draft. 
3 Community engagement plan. 

 
Heather Suggate from Leeds City Council commented that her team will provide support to 
complement that of Planning Aid England. They will provide information as requested wherever 
possible, such as demographic, highways and housing data. The Neighbourhood Plan will need to be 
in line with the Leeds Core Strategy, which should be adopted by summer 2014. Heather can also 
help identify which green spaces are already subject to protection, and which we may want to protect 
through the neighbourhood planning process, using the protected open space designation available 
under the Localism Act. Heather will send a service level agreement to the steering group, setting out 
the support arrangements. 

 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 5 September, 7.00pm, Over 60’s Centre. 

Training session with Planning Aid: Thursday 12 September, 7.00pm, Over 60’s Centre. 
 

Parish Council Clerk: Kate James, 16 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner, LS14 3EE 
Tel: 2892434      Email: clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 


