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Thorner Neighbourhood Plan 

Shaping The Future Of Our Village 
 

Thorner Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21 November 2013, 7.00pm,  

Thorner Over 60’s Centre 
 
Present: Cllr Diane Gibbins (Chair), Cllr Tom Mycock, Cllr Graham Castle, Steven 
Wood, Richard Bould, Lindsey Ducker, David Thomson (Chairman of Boston Spa 
Parish Council), Tony Ray (Planning Aid volunteer), Kate James (Parish Council 
Clerk). 
 
Informal session for residents 
Prior to the formal meeting there was an informal session, attended by 15 members 
of the community who were interested in finding out more. Others who were 
interested sent their apologies and hope to get involved. Cllr Tom Mycock introduced 
the session, and some general discussion followed. David Thomson, Chairman of 
Boston Spa Parish Council, provided some useful insights into his experiences of 
neighbourhood planning. Boston Spa began the process in April 2012 and the draft 
plan is now being written. Key points for us to learn included: the necessity for a 
chairman to take the lead and coordinate activity; the need for a large group of 
volunteers; the importance of topic groups to consider particular areas such as 
housing, transport, and the environment; and the need for ongoing, inclusive 
consultation. David also emphasised the need to engage with developers and 
landowners as part of the process.  
 
Issues of concern raised by residents who attended the meeting included traffic and 
parking, affordable housing, and green spaces. Tony Ray, a Planning Aid volunteer 
(who previously assisted with the Thorner Village Design Statement) helpfully 
outlined what a neighbourhood plan could include. The key element would be 
planning policies, which is what residents would vote on in a referendum. Other 
issues such as transport, parking, and community facilities could be included, and 
there would need to be a strategy as to how the community could deliver those 
elements of the plan. It was acknowledged that a lot of work was put into the Village 
Design Statement, some of which could be used again, however a neighbourhood 
plan would differ in that it would be legally binding on planners. 
 
It was pointed out that Thorner has not been earmarked for any major development, 
therefore future development is likely to be mainly infill. (However although no sites 
are currently identified in Leeds City Council’s strategy, concern was expressed that 
local landowners may wish to sell land for development). Developing a 
neighbourhood plan would give the community a say in what type of housing could 
be built, what sites could be used, and what spaces it would like to protect. An 
example of a policy within the plan could be that any new properties built must have 
a parking space. Cllr Diane Gibbins appealed to the group to volunteer to assist with 
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the development of the plan, as without additional volunteers the project will come to 
an end. 
 
1. Apologies 
Cllr Victoria Goodall-Fawcus, Cllr Gwen Brown, Sue Lawrenson. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th October 2013.  
These were approved and agreed as a true and accurate record. KJ has obtained 
the green spaces assessment form from Heather Suggate, and Heather has also 
sent a list of statistical data that could be provided. KJ to circulate the list and ask for 
suggestions as to any other data that would be useful. 
 
3. Project Plan 
The Project Plan indicates that the task for October was to undertake some initial 
publicity in relation to community engagement. This has been done via a newsletter 
article, Facebook page, and a thread on the Thorner Forum. In November and 
December initial engagement should be taking place. It was also agreed that a 
chairperson for the project needs to be identified. Steering group members were 
encouraged by the attendance of residents at the first part of the meeting. It was 
agreed that some may be interested in joining the main steering group, while others 
may prefer to become involved in topic groups, depending on their interest.  
 
4. Community engagement 
A draft flyer, produced by RB, LD and KJ, was circulated, which aims to explain the 
purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan, recruit more volunteers, and ask some broad 
consultation questions. It was agreed to circulate it to the residents who attended the 
initial session, to ask for their feedback. KJ agreed to ask the residents what their 
areas of interest are, so that topic groups can be established. Following this the flyer 
would be finalised, printed and distributed before Christmas. KJ has drawn up a list 
of groups and locations for flyer distribution. Once responses have been received to 
the questions on the flyer, a more detailed household survey (and possibly a 
separate youth survey) can be developed, followed by a public session to consider 
the results. 
 
5. AOB 
None 
 

Date & time of next meeting: Thursday 12th December 2013, 7.00pm,  
Thorner Over 60’s Centre. 

 
 

Parish Council Clerk: Kate James, 16 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner, LS14 3EE 
Tel: 2892434      Email: clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 


