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Thorner Neighbourhood Plan 

Shaping The Future Of Our Village 
 

Thorner Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12 December 2013, 7.00pm,  

Thorner Over 60’s Centre 
 
Present: Cllr Diane Gibbins (Chair), Cllr Tom Mycock, Cllr Victoria Goodall-Fawcus, 
Steven Wood, Richard Bould, Lindsey Ducker, Sue Lawrenson, Alistair Foster, Iain 
Griffin, Mike Dando (Planning Aid), Kate James (Parish Council Clerk). 
 
1. Apologies 
Cllr Graham Castle, Cllr Gwen Brown, Ruth Long, Liz Lorains. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st November 2013.  
These were approved and agreed as a true and accurate record.  
 
3. Project Plan and review of resources available 
The Project Plan indicates that the task for October was to undertake some initial 
publicity in relation to community engagement. This has been done via a newsletter 
article, Facebook page, and a thread on the Thorner Forum. Initial engagement was 
scheduled for November and December. Attendance at the open session on 21 
November was encouraging, and some of the people who attended have expressed 
an interest in being involved. Eight community members are now interested in 
membership of the main steering group. Five others have expressed an interest in 
joining groups focusing on particular topic areas.  
 
Concern was expressed that although more community members are interested in 
being involved in the Neighbourhood Plan, no one has yet volunteered to chair the 
project. Mike Dando advised that further consultation work needs to be undertaken 
to establish whether the community wants a Neighbourhood Plan, and if so what the 
issues are that need to be covered. If planning issues are not raised in the 
responses, this will indicate that a Neighbourhood Plan may not be needed. 
 
4. Flyers and posters 
The draft flyer was discussed. It was agreed that rather than publishing it separately, 
it should be included in the next edition of Thorner News, as a tear off page at the 
back of the newsletter. It was agreed that the design needs to be improved – KJ to 
obtain quotes. Publication should be brought forward to mid-January. There will also 
be the option of responding electronically – and this will enable more than one 
household member to participate. A prize draw will be run as an incentive to 
participate. The key messages were discussed and it was agreed that these need to 
include: 

 A Neighbourhood Plan could give the policies set out in the Village Design 
Statement greater legal status than they currently have. (There was a concern 
that people are not willing to get involved because a lot of work went into the 
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Design Statement, however it is a supplementary planning document which 
planning officers are not obliged to adhere to, whereas a Neighbourhood Plan 
would have the same status as the Leeds Plan and therefore greater legal 
weight). 

 Neighbouring parishes are developing neighbourhood plans and Thorner 
could be at greater risk of unwanted development if a plan is not in place. (No 
sites have been allocated to Thorner in the current Leeds City Council plans, 
however there is a concern that sites could be targeted by developers in the 
next 10-15 years, particularly if local landowners are interested in selling 
land). 

 The Neighbourhood Plan could be used to protect green spaces that are 
valued by the community. 

 If a Neighbourhood Plan is in place, the community will receive a greater 
share of the Community Infrastructure Levy (the tax paid by developers to 
cover infrastructure costs) from any development that does take place, and 
this money can be used to fund projects of benefit to the community. 

 
5. AOB 
KJ asked MD whether the Neighbourhood Plan could be used to protect green 
spaces under paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework, and it was 
confirmed that is the case. 
 

Date & time of next meeting: TBA. 
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