
 
Thorner Neighbourhood Plan 

Shaping The Future Of Our Village 
 

Thorner Neighbour Hood Plan Steering Group 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th September 2013, 7.00pm, Thorner 

Over 60’s Centre 
 
Present: Cllr Tom Mycock, Cllr Diane Gibbins (Chair), Cllr Gwen Brown, Steven 
Wood, Sue Lawrenson, Richard Bould and Lindsey Ducker. 
 
1. Apologies 
Cllrs Victoria Goodall-Fawcus, Graham Castle, Kate James (Parish Council Clerk). 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th August 2013.  
These were approved and agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. Project Plan 
Diane congratulated Kate for doing a splendid job on putting together the project 
plan on Excel spreadsheet. We discussed the consultation progress and how best to 
proceed. Some of the main issues identified were what the people of the village 
would want in the Neighbourhood Plan, whether we should encourage the 
questionnaire to be filled in online, if it is to be given out with the Thorner News and 
whether we should print it on coloured paper to avoid duplication. We also discussed 
the different groups we are aiming at, and whether we need to ask different 
questions to the different groups in our society for example the under 18s. We 
agreed to ask Mike Dando from Locality if he could get us copies of the 
questionnaires put together by some of the other villages in our area to use as a 
guideline when putting together our own. 
 
4. Green Spaces - Heather Suggate from LCC 
Heather started by giving out copies of the Site Allocation Plan for the Outer North 
East Leeds area and the overview document. She explained how this plan covered 
housing, retail and commercial properties and how the planners had consulted in 
putting the document together. She then took out the relevant maps of the area from 
which many of the decisions had been made. She explained that the audit of Green 
Spaces which had been done in 2008 had concentrated on urban areas and the 
fringe of the city and the villages in the NE of Leeds were not addressed sufficiently. 
In consequence there are very few Green Spaces identified in Thorner for example 
Butts Garth Village Green and Heather suggested that this was the perfect time to 
get them identified as such.  
 
Heather explained that Green Spaces could be identified which were privately owned 
and not necessarily open to public access, but this issue is under consideration. If 
anyone is opposed to an area being allocated as Green Space and agreement 
cannot be made then it will go to the Inspector to make the decision. 
 
Heather left us a copy of the Green Space Assessment Form that LCC use when 
assessing an area as Green Space, and suggested we use it when we made 



submissions for areas to be designated as Green Spaces. She said if we needed 
any help or advice to feel free to contact her at any time. 
 
5. AOB 
Parish boundary – Skeltons Lane 
We discussed the Parish boundary with relation to Bramley Grange and the three 
houses on Skeltons Lane. Tom explained that the residents of these houses 
considered themselves to be Thorner residents even though they are technically in 
Barwick and Scholes Parish. Heather said we must first reach an agreement with 
Barwick and Scholes before we can fully include them in our Neighbourhood Plan 
and as we are both on with our plans we may well be too late. 
 

Date & time of next meeting: Training Session on Thursday 12th September 
2013, 7.00pm, Thorner Over 60’s Centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish Council Clerk: Kate James, 16 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner, LS14 3EE 

Tel: 2892434      Email: clerk@thorner-parish-council.org.uk 


