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THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 03 May 2016. 

 
Present Cllrs V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), T.Mycock (Vice Chair), R.Bould, G.Brown, 

E.De Dombal, V.Forster, D.Gibbins, D.Johnston and J.Player. 
Barry Riley (Clerk).  
PCSO Geoff Nottingham 
13 residents. 

 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chairman 
Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 05 May 2015. 
The minutes were subject to change prior to approval. 

3 Chairman’s Annual Report 
An Annual Report had been published for the first time and distributed to all houses in the 
village, Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus gave thanks to Graham Castle and all the other individuals 
who had contributed to its production and delivery. 
District Councillor Ann Castle, who would not be standing in the forthcoming elections, was 
thanked for the contribution she had made to the village during her term of office. 
Parish Councillors were thanked for the voluntary work they did to enhance the 
appearance and facilities within the village. 
With regard to the article that the Parish Council was keen to ensure that the facilities and 
services offered by the Post Office were maintained, members were asked how this could 
be achieved, residents were informed that the Post Office had been asked to contact local 
businesses to enquire if they were interested and to approach the Village Shop owner 
again. The possibility of an outreach service was asked to be considered if an individual 
could be sourced to provide the service, this would be considered but would require a 
former Postmaster to be appointed. 
 
4 Parish Council accounts 2015/16 
A summary of the accounts had been published in the Annual Report. 
The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, commented that Income received had been 
higher than expected and there was an under spend against the budget which had 
resulted in a surplus. 
A resident enquired why the Precept had increased if there was a surplus, he was 
informed that a project to introduce adult fitness stations and improve and upgrade the 
facilities in the children’s playground was planned and the expected cost would be met 
from the surplus, the capital reserves and from possible grant funding. 
A resident asked for the reason behind the decision to introduce adult fitness stations, he 
was informed that it was thought it would be of interest to residents, however no decision 
would be made without further consultation taking place. 
It was noted that despite a budget of £2250 for the Youth Fund only £1000 had been 
provided. It was explained that following receipt of the accounts for the organization, it had 
been agreed that they had sufficient funds at the present time, so provision of the full 
amount was not required. 
The Clerk was asked what the total reserves were for the Parish Council, the figure was 
£45077.12, it was stated that this figure was more than one year’s precept amount which 
was considered the amount that should be held in reserve. The Clerk stated that there was 
no specific limit a Parish Council should hold in reserve but that an explanation would have 
to be given to the Government appointed External Auditors if there was more than two 
years worth of precept. 
A resident asked if the Parish Council would be providing financial support to a resident 
who had organised and funded community events to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday and  
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the Tour De Yorkshire, it was confirmed that it would be discussed at the Annual Parish 
Council meeting which was being held on the 10 May 2016. 
 
5 Annual Police report 
PCSO Geoff Nottingham introduced himself and spoke about the content of the report. 
The crime figures were an increase on the previous year this was mainly due to an 
increase on thefts from motor vehicles of which there were 20 incidents,15 involving cars 
left insecure. 
A resident commented that parking within the village had not improved over a number of 
years, it was considered that there was a lack of support from Leeds CC concerning this. 
A resident suggested that the introduction of a lay-by on Stead Lane would help alleviate 
problems, however it was reported that East Leeds Homes who owned the property would 
not support this. A further suggestion was to install cameras at bus stops, although it was 
not thought that this would have the support of Leeds CC Highways an enquiry could still 
be made about the proposal. 
A resident commented that another accident had occurred at the Wetherby Road/Carr 
Lane junction, he was informed that this had been discussed at recent Parish Council 
meetings, it was hoped that a meeting requested by District Councillors Matthew Robinson 
and Ann Castle with Leeds CC Highways would take place involving both Thorner and 
Shadwell Parish Council, a possible solution was the closure of the junction on the 
Shadwell side, however Shadwell Parish Council were arranging a petition to object to any 
closure. 
There was a recent trend of vehicles having their wing mirrors damaged. 
The Clerk confirmed the report was available for view on the web site. 
 
6 Neighbourhood Plan update 
Cllr R.Bould provided information on what a Neighbourhood Plan is and how it can 
influence planning matters.  
The Plan was being based on the existing Village Design Statement and it was expected 
that a draft document would be produced by the summer. 
 
7 Presentations by village societies 
Victory Hall Management Committee; 
Terry Smith provided an update on the current refurbishment programme. 
The next project would be to update the heating system. 
With regard to finance, Income was now covering expenditure. 
Youth Fund; 
Lorna Kettlewell the Treasurer for the fund, commented that any organisation could 
approach them for funding,  
Recent funding had been provided for the Youth Club, the Football Club and the Scouts 
and Guides. 
Parish Centre; 
Ada Percy spoke about the aspirations for the Centre and commented that the building 
was used by the Choir, the Art Group and other groups.  
Fund raising events were well supported and it offered an alternative venue to the Victory 
Hall as it was smaller. 
The Parish Council were thanked for the past support. 
Historical Society; 
Cllr V.Forster spoke on behalf of the Society, they were expecting to host new events 
during the year and hoped they would be well supported. 
Membership had been reinstated at a cost of £2. 
The process had started to update the archives. 
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Thorner Quarry Feasability Study Group; 
John Calvert and Scott Marshall informed all present that that they were working with the 
Mexborough Estate to enhance the area. 
They were now a formally constituted group and had held successful fund raising 
campaigns. 
The area had been considered a site of geological significance and it was intended to 
undertake a survey about the stability of the rock face. 
 
8 Open Forum 
A resident commented on age groups within the village and suggested that it was rising, 
Cllr J.Player stated that the primary school population consisted of a large % of local 
children. 
 
 
Signed……………………………….            Date…………………………                                                     
Chairman Thorner Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


