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THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 05 May 2015. 

 
 
Present Cllrs T. Mycock (Chair), G.Castle (Vice Chair), G.Brown, D.Gibbins, D. 

Johnston, V. Goodall-Fawcus and D.Ramsey. 
 District Councillor; A.Castle.  

Barry Riley (Clerk).  
PCSO Wales  
5 residents. 

 
Apologies Cllr V.Forster and R. Myers. 
 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chairman 
Cllr T.Mycock welcomed residents and existing members to the meeting. 
 
2 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 06 May 2014. 
These had been circulated and were signed as an accurate record. There were no matters 

arising. 

3 Chairman’s Annual Report 
Cllr T.Mycock thanked Cllrs G.Castle, R.Myers and D.Ramsey for their contribution to the 
Parish Council following their decision not to stand for election.  
The report was circulated to all present, which reviewed the last four years, as well as last 
year’s activities. Many activities demonstrated the ongoing support the Parish Council 
gives to Village organisations and to other small projects that enhance the character of the 
village or provide additional amenities. 
The forward plan for the Parish Council, would be to suit the changing needs of the Village 
and allow for future planning. Members would be open to suggestions to improve the area 
and if a plan was deemed feasible then support would be given to try and develop it 
further. 
 
4 Parish Council Accounts 2014/15 
The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, circulated the Financial Accounts for 2014 -15 
which would be published in the newsletter and was available on the web site. 
The Clerk commented that the correlation between the Receipts and the Payments 
percentages, were quite close indicating that the budget had been adhered to. 
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had attended with the Internal Auditor who confirmed that 
the Accounts had been approved for external audit. 
 
5 Police report (including presentation on Neighbourhood Watch) 
PCSO Wales provided information from the yearly Police Report covering 2014 -15. 
He commented on the number of offences that had occurred which had resulted in six 
arrests and provided information on forthcoming police activities. 
The Clerk was asked to place a copy of the report on the Parish Council web site. 
Comment was made about the inconsiderate parking of vehicles outside the Primary 
School and if there could be an increase in the patrolling of the area and the issuing of 
parking tickets to discourage the activity. PCSO Wales duly noted the request, he was also 
able to take action on cars parking on the white lines, but stated that the issuing of tickets 
for cars parking on the zig zag yellow lines was a matter for the District Council. 
 
6 Neighbourhood Plan update 
The Clerk informed all present that there had been three dates that had been influential in 
the development of the plan, these were; 
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October 14; when a planning consultant had been appointed to prepare a draft plan in 
order to carry out the pre-submission consultation. 
                                                                                                                                         

December 2014, a document had been produced outlining the vision and objectives to 

enable the draft plan to be progressed. 

March 2015; a draft headings document of the plan had been produced for discussion to 

take place and for agreement to be reached, to produce the final draft plan ready for the 

six week consultation. 

The Clerk confirmed that information regarding the plan was available on the website.  

7 Presentations by village societies 
A resident acting as a spokesperson for the Victory Hall Committee, stated much progress 
had been made and a number of activities were now available for residents.  
Income from the lettings had (for the first time) exceeded the running costs. 
Future works would involve replacing the floor and upgrading the heating system. 
With reference to the paragraph in the Chairman’s Annual Report concerning the Victory 

Hall and the Parish Council playing their part in helping fund the building works with loans, 

the spokesperson commented that there was only one outstanding loan to be repaid to the 

Parish Council, Cllr T.Mycock  apologised for the error and confirmed only one loan was 

outstanding.                                                                                                                                               

A resident commented on the village projects that had been undertaken such as the Sam 

Sykes ginnel and had now been completed, other projects commenced included the Elmet 

Greenway and the Church Hill Quarry. With regard to the Church Hill Quarry 

redevelopment an exhibition had been held and a questionnaire had been produced to 

seek views and opinions from residents, this had resulted in a mandate to progress the 

project. 

8 Open Forum 
A resident commented on the lack of a volunteer policy by the Parish Council and queried 
whether the current insurance policy provided adequate cover for activities such as the 
village ‘tidy up’. The Clerk confirmed that public liability cover was provided for any such 
activities as long as it was organised by them or was a working party with Councillors 
involved. The Clerk would contact the insurance broker to clarify how volunteers could be 
covered and seek views from neighbouring Parish Councils. 
Comment was also made about the impending closure of the Post Office following the 
resignation of the Postmaster and what options were available to keep the service. The 
Clerk was asked to contact the Post Office to seek what options were available, if a 
reduced service was possible, It was suggested that Barwick & Scholes Parish Council 
should be contacted to ascertain what steps were taken to try and save the Scholes Post 
Office from closing, it was further suggested that Rural Action Yorkshire be approached to 
see what options were available. 
 

 
Signed……………………………….            Date…………………………                                                     
Chairman Thorner Parish Council 

 
 
 
 
                                                            


