
          THORNER PARISH COUNCIL 

                          Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

                      Tuesday 05 December 2017.                              

 

Present;           

Cllrs;     V.Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), J.Player (Vice Chair), G.Brown, G. Coppock 

              D.Gibbins, M.Harrison and D.Johnston.  

Others; 5 members of the public were in attendance for parts of the meeting. 

             Clerk to the Council; Barry Riley.  

    

1.Apologies.                              
Cllr R.Bould. 

  

2.Ethical Code. 

No interests were disclosed.                    

 

3.Representations. 

a) A resident informed members that he had submitted his views to the formal consultation 

on the East Leeds Extension, Supplementary Planning Document, members duly noted his 

comments. 

1. A resident informed members that he had taken advice from a Leeds PROW 

Development Officer, on setting up a volunteer working group, he would arrange for local 

residents to work with him to maintain the footpaths in Thorner, he required an agreement 

from the Parish Council to proceed, following discussion it was agreed. 

2. A resident who had attended the previous meeting asked the Parish Council to once 

again reconsider its decision about the positioning of the tower in the playground as it 

would overlook his children’s bedroom. He was reminded that at the previous 

meeting comments made by Leeds CC had addressed such concerns. He was 

informed that the Parish Council had given a commitment to discuss the introduction 

of landscaping to minimise any possible effect of overlooking.  

b) There was no person wishing to record the meeting. 

c) No comments received 

 

4.Confidentiality.  

There were no agenda items requiring exclusion of the public or press.  

 

5.Police. 

Members had been sent the crime report for November 2017. 

There were three reported crimes, one being a theft from property on Bramham Road,  

a theft from a motor vehicle parked on Stead Lane and criminal damage to 

agricultural land on Kirkfield Lane. 

 

6.Minutes.  

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 07 November 2017, would need to 

be altered prior to approval. 

 

7.Planning applications. 

Members duly noted the applications received, in particular application 17/07051/FU 

concerning alterations to form a new driveway and access, new wall and gates for 

Westfield House on Carr Lane. Members were in agreement that changes were 



needed but the proposed design offered little towards an acceptable and compliant 

design, the Clerk was asked to submit an objection and ensure the comments were 

noted.  

 

8.Financial Matters. 

8.1 Members were circulated with a list of invoices for payment for December 2017, 

Resolved: that the following be approved and passed for payment: 

 

Cheque Number;  Payee;   Details; £ Amount;                       

100911   Crohns & Col Newsletter     150.00 

100912   Leeds CC Planning     146.00              

100913   B.Riley Salary        416.74 

100914   Amazon Printer        84.26 

100915   Strom Tree  Grass Cutting     280.00 

100916   GT Printing Newsletter     380.00 

100917   Playscheme Playground      36187.50 

100918   Stockeld Fm Xmas Trees     540.00 

100919   Meth Chapel Room Hire           240.00 

DD    YWater Water        36.02 

DD   NPower Electric         9.16                                       

DD   Nest  Pension                    8.55 

     TOTAL        £38478.23 
 

8.2 Members were in agreement with the content of the monthly budget monitor and 

bank reconciliation report for appropriate governance. It was noted that the Quad bike 

had been sold for £1000. 

 8.3 Having considered the current financial situation, it was agreed that a payment would be 

made for the Christmas Trees in the village (see above cheque number; 100918). The Parish 

Council would also help co-ordinate the event in the future. 

8.4 Following discussion it was agreed to approve work to raise the crown of the tree in the 

playground. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
9.To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 

action where necessary; 

The Clerk was asked to contact Leeds CC to ensure the grit bins were full and that the 

existing grit was usable.                                                                                                   

9.1 Highways – Cllr M.Harrison had contacted District Councillor Matthew Robinson 

(see minute 9.1 November), and discussed what measures could be introduced to reduce the 

number of vehicle accidents. 

 

10.Village Maintenance 

 Following the receipt of a quote for the installation of a gate on the Millennium Green (see 

 minute 17. November), it was agreed that an order be placed.   

The Parish Council had received an offer from Leeds CC PROW to pay 50% of the cost to 

replace the stolen flags from the Sam Sykes ginnel (see minute 10. November), it was 

agreed to accept the offer and the contractor would be instructed to commence the work.  

10.1 Gardens - It was agreed to maintain the current rental charges for next year.   

10.2 Benches - Nothing to report. 
10.3 Grass cutting - A new contract had not yet been formalised. 

 



 

10.4 Boules shelter - Cllr V.Goodall-Fawcus would establish if arrangements had been made 

to remove the mobility scooter following which, the Clerk would remove the lock and leave 

open the security gates. 

10.5 Playground - Nothing to report.  

10.6 Sub Station - The Clerk would make arrangements for the documents in the store room 

to be moved to the main room as it provided the required heating and lighting, the 

equipment in the main room would be moved to the store room. Following discussion it was 

agreed that a partition wall was not required to provide extra security for the documents. 

 

11. Playground Group 

Members were informed that funding had now been received from the Emmerdale 

Stakeholder Panel and the Thorner Community Fund, towards the costs of the new 

playground 

Further to the concerns raised by the resident (minute 3. a) 2.), the installer of the 

equipment Playscheme, would be asked for suggestions. 

 

12.Neighbourhood Plan.          

Cllr V. Goodall-Fawcus had contacted another consultant (Rural Solutions Ltd), but 

the cost to progress matters was not considered viable. She would contact another 

consultant who was assisting a neighbouring Parish Council. 

 

13.Youth Fund 

The Clerk had received notification from the treasurer, that she would not be 

continuing in the role and that she would inform the relevant organisations of her 

decision. Following discussion regarding the future of the group, it was agreed that it 

should remain independent of the Parish Council and thought be given on how to 

involve the youth of the village in the group. 

 

14. Newsletter. 

Cllr G.Coppock was thanked for the cover picture he had provided for the latest 

newsletter.  

A resident commented that some of the events advertised had taken place prior to the 

receipt of the newsletter, it was explained that due to the availability of the production  

team, that this sometimes could not be avoided. 

 

15.To consider new correspondence received and decide action where necessary. 

The Clerk confirmed that a donation to the Church of £1000 had been approved in the 

budget, members therefore agreed that the request for funding be approved. 

 

16.To receive reports from outside bodies.  

Cllr M.Harrison informed members that he and Cllr D.Gibbins had attended the 

meeting in Scholes to discuss ELOR for the three most closely affected Parish 

Councils (Thorner, Shadwell and Barwick-in-Elmet and Scholes Parish Councils). He 

provided information on matters discussed at the meeting. 

 

17.To receive a report from the Clerk or Councillors, on any new or ongoing 

minor matters.   

Nothing to report. 

 



18.To consider progress on items on the Action Plan and approve appropriate                            

action. 

Members were provided with the updated schedule. 

Having been circulated with a draft document for the use of Parish Council facilities, 

it was agreed that subject to some amendments, the document be adopted. 

                                                                              

19.To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the next Agenda. 

To discuss the Tour de Yorkshire. 

   

20.Date of next meeting. 

Resolved; that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 02 January 2018 at the Methodist 

Church, Main Street, Thorner. 

 

 21.Matters to be discussed at the exclusion of the public and press.   

 Nothing to discuss 

 

 

Signed ………………………………  Date…………………..

 Chair Thorner Parish Council 

                                


