Thorner Parish Council

ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Welcome to our Annual Report. This report aims to show what your Parish
Councillors have been doing on your behalf over the past 12 months and
explain how your money has been spent.
WHO ARE WE?
All your Parish Councillors are volunteers and have no links to any political party. We are all independent
and here purely to represent you and look after the village and its interests. Councillors are unpaid and the
only paid member of the Parish Council is the clerk who is employed by the Parish Council.
Thorner Parish Council can have a maximum of 9 Parish Councillors who are elected every 4 years. If a
councillor resigns between elections, the Parish Council can co‐opt new councillors. This year we have seen
a signi icant turnover of councillors and we have 2 new councillors and are looking for one more. If you
would like to volunteer, please contact the Clerk.
The Parish Council meet at the Methodist Church at 7pm on the irst Tuesday of each month. You are most
welcome to attend and the irst part of every meeting is set aside for residents to speak and raise any issues
or concerns they may have.
Your Parish Councillors are:
Richard Bould
Gwen Brown
George Coppock
Diane Gibbons
Victoria Goodall‐Fawcus
Mark Harrison
David Johnston
John Player

2893899
2893372
07960 407745
2893883
2892258
2288192
2892219
2017136

All correspondence should be directed to the Clerk. His details are as follows:
Barry Riley ‐ Tel. 0113 2640865 or email: thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com

FINANCES
Most of our funding is obtained via the precept, which is a small levy on the Council Tax Bill of every
household in the village. We also receive occasional grants from Leeds City Council, rental income from the
gardens and occasional donations from individuals or groups. In addition, we can request grants from local
and national organisations to fund major projects.
The majority of the money is spent on administration costs, maintaining the look and appearance of the
village and to maintain the Parish Council owned facilities, such as the playground and the boules court. In
addition, some of the money is used to support organisations in the village, such as St Peter’s Church and the
Youth Fund. Furthermore, any resident or organisation in the village is able to request a grant from the
Parish Council to support a project which will bene it the village or the residents – please see the website for
more details.
The summary of accounts for the year 2017/2018 income and expenditure are shown at the rear of this
document. We are delighted to con irm that the Precept for 2018/2019 will remain the same.

Playground Refurbishment
The playground has undergone quite a transformation this spring and hopefully by the time you read this
reporte, the weather will have improved and the children will be enjoying their new facility. Now we just
need the grass to regrowe! Our thanks go to all those who have helped fund the project: Thorner Community
Funde, Mexborough Estates, The Emmerdale Fund and the Outer North East Community Committee. Without
their support the new playground would not have been possible.

Outdoor Fitness Equipment
Adjacent to the playground, we also have a new facility to encourage the community to increase their itness
levels and enjoy the open air. The 6 pieces of outdoor itness equipment are designed for older children and
adults but are safe for all ages as there are no crush or pinch points. Our thanks go to Awards for All for
funding the project.

Village Appearance
Once again, our thanks go to all those who participated in the Annual Village Tidy Day – especially
as it had to be rescheduled due to the snow. While this annual event helps to keep our village clean
and tidy, it is all our responsibility to ensure that it remains clean and tidy throughout the year.
Regrettably, we seem to have a big problem with some dog owners and their inability to clear up
after their dogs. If you are walking your dog, please make sure you bag and bin any deposits that
they make – we are a ‘dark village’ and there is nothing worse that stepping in dog poo as you walk
along the paths in the evening.
The Parish Council have been unhappy with the level of the service provided by the grass cutting
contractors over the past 2 years. Therefore, the contract has been terminated and a new contract
signed with Continental Landscapes. If you see any areas of the village that require grass or hedge
cutting, please contact the Clerk.
Thorner has an enviable network of rural footpaths and in recent times these paths have not always
been maintained to the highest standards. We hope that a group of volunteers, acting under the
auspices of the Parish Council, will this year keep these paths in pristine condition for everyone to
enjoy. Anyone who would like to help, or wanting to report a problem, should contact Steven Wood
at thornerwood@btinternet.com or 2893121.

Neighbourhood Plan
We are looking to pick up progress on the Thorner Neighbourhood Plan over the course of the next year. We
have acquired the support of Leeds City Council to assist in developing the Neighbourhood Plan and an of icer
is offering support through the next stages.
We are now looking to re‐establish and expand our steering group made up of volunteers
from the community and the Parish Council. If you have an interest in the areas listed
below and are willing to put aside some time to help us, we would be keen to hear from
you. The Neighbourhood Plan will feature policies on: housing and building development,
looding, parking, transport, green spaces and trees in the village. The content of the
document is based on the established Village Design statement and looks to elevate the
policies and research undertaken for that piece of work into current development
regulations. If you are willing to volunteer or would like to know more about the project, please contact the
Clerk or Richard Bould.

Xmas Trees
For many years, David Fryer has ensured that Main Street has been decorated for the Christmas Season and our thanks
go to him and his small team of helpers. However, David is handing over the mantle to the Parish Council and we hope
that we will be able to continue this tradition for many years to come.
Our thanks also go to Mexborough Estate for donating the Xmas tree for the millennium green.

Post Of ice
We have been negotiating with the Post Of ice about a service in Thorner for some time. The Village Stores
had expressed an interest, and the Post of ice could not negotiate with any other party
while their application was being considered. The shop has now con irmed they will not
be providing a Post Of ice service, so other options can be considered. It is intended to
provide a comprehensive Post Of ice service from the Bungalow at 31A MainStreet,
Thorner (Over 60’s building.) Initially this service will be available for 2 hours every
Thursday from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon. This coincides with coffee morning at the
Bungalow, so residents collecting their holiday money can enjoy a cup of coffee while it is counted.
The service is expected to commence on 10th May 2018

Crime
Unfortunately, crime is on the increase across the region and while Thorner has not been hit as hard as some of the
adjacent villages, we cannot rest on our laurels. The police recommend that we all take responsibility for our property
and in particular that we secure our cars when not in use, and our homes, even when we are in them. They have also
suggested that we look at becoming a Neighbourhood Watch Village and this is something the Parish Council will be
looking at over the coming year.

Leeds Festival
The feedback from the 2017 Thorner road closure arrangements was very positive and therefore there will be
no signi icant changes implemented for the 2018 Festival. However, there is
likely to be additional support provided at busy times for the Skeltons Lane /
Thorner Lane checkpoint.
The guest campsite in 2018 will be moved back to its previous location close
to Yellow Gate. Thorner residents with car park stickers will have access to both the Mangrill Lane guest /
resident car park and the Purple Gate guest car park.
The only signi icant traf ic change in 2018 is that all taxis and private hire vehicles will now access the Festival
site from the A64, Red gate. This could reduce the volume of traf ic on Thorner Road from Bramham.

East Leeds Orbital Ring Road (ELOR)
To accommodate the 5000 new homes due to be constructed along the NE fringes of the city
and to relieve congestion on a very busy section of the Leeds Outer Ring Road at Seacroft and
Crossgates, a new link road is to be constructed called the East Leeds Orbital Road (ELOR).
The ELOR will be a two‐lane dual carriage way connecting the A6120 at Shadwell in the
north with Thorpe Park in the east. Its introduction will see road closures on regular routes
used by Thorner residents such as the Wetherby Road/Coal Road and Thorner Lane/A64
junctions. However, there will be several new roundabouts to allow us to gain access to the
new orbital road.
The project will also see both
a cycleway and a footpath,
separated from the
carriageway by a 2m high
screening bund, to the south
of the road. Along the
northern boundary there will
be a leisure route for
walking, cycling and horse
riding, which will connect to
the existing Public Right of
Way network. The leisure
route will be separated from
the carriageway by mixed
shrub and woodland
planting. In addition, it is
proposed to include a 9.8 ha
country park on the land
adjacent to the cemetery on
Thorner Lane.
Construction is anticipated to
take 3 years and the new
road is expected to be
operational by the end of
2021.
During construction there will obviously be some disruption. It is anticipated that advance
notice will be given, and residents advised, so that alternative routes can be considered.
Further information about the new road will be available at the Annual Parish Meeting to be
held at the Victory Hall on Tuesday 1st May. Alternatively, you can access details on the LCC
website.
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