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CHAIRMAN’S INTRO WORKING FOR THE WHOLE VILLAGE
I hope you will see and appreciate the results of all the 
hard work that your Council has already done and will 
be doing during this year to make our village the envy 
of all those who visit us from far and wide.

Again, there has been plenty of activity since our  
last Thorner News and trust you’ll find this edition  
as informative and well worth reading.

We have now agreed to meet the Leeds Festival 
organisers on the 3rd March 2020. This gives us 
the opportunity to discuss, agree and finalise this 
year’s arrangements to ensure the success of the 
festival is to the benefit of our village as well as the 
organisers. This follows their official meeting with the 
relevant authorities so we can now benefit from their 
debriefing as well.

The playground is nearly back in use with the 
exception of the rock ascent that has been removed 
on safety grounds. This will now be replaced with 
steps adjacent to the slide. The trim trail also needs  
to be repaired due to numerous rotting posts. We  
are considering in the longer term, either replacing  
in its entirety, or creating a new feature in that area. 
We are open to suggestions so please let us know 
your thoughts.

More information about the work of the Maintenance 
Team is adequately covered in this edition.

The Vice Chair (Steven Wood) and myself visited 
Balfour Beatty recently to get the up to date picture 
on the East Leeds Orbital Road (ELOR) project 
that will have a significant impact on our local road 
network. We will be asking them to give a short 
presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 
4th May 2020 so as many as possible should attend. 
This will be held at the Victory Hall commencing at 
8.15 pm. In the meantime, we have included in this 
edition an article giving the current position.

We do need more of you to give us as much feedback 
as possible, as many issues that we are addressing 
affect us all.

You can attend any Council Meeting. It is held on the 
first Tuesday in the month at 7.00pm in the Over 60’s 
Bungalow on Main Street and you will be given the 
opportunity to have your say.

Finally, thanks to everybody who continue to support 
all our Councillors.

Regards. Scott Marshall

YOUR PARISH COUCILLORS ARE: SCOTT MARSHALL: 07925 379092 / JASON FALK: 0113 289 3850 /  
MARK HARRISON: 07788 443 884  DIANE GIBBINS: 0113 289 3883 / SHEILA LLEWELLYN: 0113 289 2515 /  
RICHARD CLEMENTS: 0113 289 2489 / TOM MYCOCK: 0113 289 2706 STEVEN WOOD: 0113 289 3121 /  
ALISTAIR SCOTT: 07738 294 995. Visit the parish council web site at www.thorner-parish-council.org.uk  
All council correspondence to the Clerk: BARRY RILEY: thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com or 07875 554326.  

CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
The parish council would love to hear your feedback about our initiatives. Please email your views to 
thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com or in writing to the letterbox on the substation at the junction of  
The Paddock, Littlemoor Lane and Butts Garth.

DOG FOULING
In the Feb 2019 newsletter, we reported many complaints of dog waste around the village. Main areas of concern 
are Heathcote Ave, Main St, Millennium Green, Virginia Terrace, various footpaths including the Chapel footpath 
past Virginia Terrace, the back of The Fox, Kirkhills and Ellerker Lane towards Saw Woods. Unfortunately, there has 
been little improvement and further action is required. 

On a recent inspection of the Millennium Green, it was evident that dog fouling continues to be a problem. Thorner 
Parish Council is looking into whether Millennium Green should be a dog control zone where dogs must be kept on  
a lead. There can then be no excuse for not noticing when a dog has done its business.

The provision of a waste bag dispenser unit has been well received but is for emergency purposes only. Please 
continue to purchase your own poop bags. Relying on bags from the dispenser for general and personal use  
defeats the objective of supplying bags for the unfortunate incidents when no other clean up option is to hand.

If you witness anyone not picking up their dogs waste please report it to Leeds City Council contact centre on  
01132224406 or email to environmental.action@leeds.gov.uk

Thorner Parish Council wishes to thank all responsible dog owners for their continued support in keeping  
Thorner clean and faeces free.

Diane Gibbins



W
E

LC
O

M
E

_03

THORNER TENNIS CLUB 
Coaching at the tennis club has started again in 
earnest with sessions available for both juniors 
and adults. Take up has already been excellent so 
please contact Nic if you are interested in coaching, 
n.tweedy97@gmail.com.

The new season begins again on April 1st. 
Subscriptions go towards the maintenance of the 
club, courts, surrounds and all associated costs. Fees 
will remain the same as last year with no increases. 
Coaching costs are paid direct to Nic, with separate 
charges for non-members.

If you are interested in playing at the club please 
contact thornertennis@gmail.com.

We will hold an Open Day on Saturday 25th April, 
10am-1pm with structured coaching activities  
on offer, and a round robin adult tournament on  
Sunday 26th April from 10am-1pm, with a visit to  
the pub afterwards!

We look forward to seeing current and new players 
down on the courts. 

Georgi Sinclair, Treasurer 

THORNER BOWLING CLUB
The summer bowling season starts at the beginning of April 
to the end of September. Beginners welcome. Membership is 
£52.50 for the season and gives you access to the green anytime, 
with no additional costs. The recent rain flooded the green and 
clubhouse. Fortunately we were able to lift most things off the 
floor and the only damage was to the carpet which might be okay 
after a thorough clean. 

If you are interested in joining the club contact one of the 
following: Derek Potter 01132 892055, Ian Stokoe 2892217. 
Peter & Christine Holmes 2892885 or email your details to 
thornerbowling@gmail.com    Ian Stokoe

             THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION  
   
The Royal Naval Association in Thorner has been in existence for several years and we are always looking 
for new male and female members of all age groups to join us. You do not have to have served in any of the 
armed forces, although ex-servicemen and women from all the forces are particularly welcome. There are 
no commitments or responsibilities involved and you do not have to attend any of our regular meetings or 
functions that take place.  We do, however, meet socially on the second Wednesday of each month, usually 
at The Fox, and have other social events planned throughout the year. We do hope that you decide to join 
us and contribute towards providing care, help, personal and family support to those who have served and 
fought for their country in The Royal Navy and Royal Marines.

We would like to thank all those members and guests from the village who joined us on the Annual Cruise on 
the River Tees in June 2019. We filled the 53-seater coach and a superb day out was enjoyed by all those who 
supported the trip and everyone remarked that they are looking forward to the next cruise this year which has 
now been organised for Saturday 6th June 2020. The cost including the coach, leaving Thorner at 10am, a 90 
minute cruise up the river Tees (The bar will be open on board),  a two hour stopover in the picturesque town 
of Yarm, followed by the return 90 minute cruise when an excellent two course roast beef dinner is served on 
board. The return coach back to Thorner will be around 5-30pm, all for only £30 !!!

Our next social event after that is our Trafalgar night dinner on Wednesday 21st October at a venue yet 
to be finalised. This is always a huge success and we are already taking bookings for this popular venue to 
celebrate Britain’s success at the Battle of Trafalgar. After taking part in the Remembrance Day Parade in 
Thorner in November the final RNA social meeting of 2020 will be the annual Christmas party at The Fox on 
Saturday 19th December when food will be provided.

 If you are interested in joining the Royal Naval Association or attending any of our social events, 
(including our Annual Cruise) please call us on 0113 2323435 or email us on rna.thorner @gmail .com 

The Royal Naval Association is a registered charity No 266982 and the patron is Her Majesty the Queen.

Maurice Ward
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SUNDAY 5th APRIL 2020 
THORNER VICTORY HALL - CARR LANE THORNER LS14 3EY 

 

 4-00pm WORKSHOP WITH DEAD MAN’S UKE  
6-00pm  DEAD MAN’S UKE IN CONCERT    

Tickets -£8 Workshop or Concert - £10 Workshop & concert 
www.thornervictoryhall.com/whats-on/ 

_UKULELE SUNDAY _5th APRIL 2020 
_DEAD MAN’S UKE IN CONCERT _6pm
Enjoy a fun-packed evening with Dead Man’s Uke – a talented and  
well-travelled, entertaining duo playing Uke and Bass. Support from  
the renowned Thorner Ukuleles!

If you have a ukulele or can borrow one, come along earlier and join in the 
UKULELE WORKSHOP and Play-along at 4pm, doors and bar are open  
from 3.30pm. Pick up some tips from Dead Man’s Ukes’ Tim Smithies! 

Why Dead Man’s Uke? It’s because Tim plays a ukulele that was owned by  
Tiny Tim - of ‘Tiptoe through the Tulips’  fame - and was being played by  
him on the night he fell from the stage and sadly died!

Concert only £8 – combined workshop & concert ticket  £10, accompanied 
16 year olds and under are free. Tickets from The Post Box Deli. More info 
or buy tickets online from www.thornervictoryhall.com/whats-on                    
John Calvert

A FIRST  
FOR THORNER!

75TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS OF VICTORY 
IN EUROPE (VE) DAY  
Friday the 8th of May will see the 75th anniversary of  
VE Day, and it is hoped that the entire community will 
get together to celebrate this historic event. So, please 
make a note in your diary for this day, which will be a 
national bank holiday.
It is expected that there will be a gala event on Millennium 
Green during the day, and all are invited to help in the 
organisation of this occasion, which is hoped to provide  
a fun afternoon for children and adults alike.
Hopefully the many and varied groups in the community 
will come up with an idea as to how they can promote 
their activities by having a booth, and hopefully there  
will be the crowning of a May King and Queen.
There will be a  range of children’s, adult’s and doggy fun 
events, including donkey rides, all of which of course need 
organising, so please come forward to help with this.
There is the possibility of a vintage military vehicle 
parade and exhibition, and an application has been 
made to the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight to avail a 
fly-past of a WW2 aircraft of some kind during the day. 
Union Flag bunting and flags will decorate the village
In the evening of the 8th May, there will be a Dinner 
Dance in the Victory Hall, with food, entertainment and 
expected dress code to reflect the era!
Assuming you like to help make this a special event 
for the community, and to help with the organisation, 
please contact David Fryer on 2893067 and email  
david.fryer44@gmail.com or Chris Clarke on 07740 
043002 and  email chris220472@aol.com, to register 
your interest. Thank you.  David Fryer

STREET LIGHTS
Thorner is distinctive for being one of West Yorkshire’s 
few ‘dark villages’, without electric street lighting.  
It has always been so. It is said that it contributes to and 
conserves the rural character of the village. Unlit villages 
serve as habitats for bats, and enhance the commuting, 
breeding and foraging habitats for wildlife

Over the years the local community has always  
resisted the installation of street lighting.   

A survey of 650 households in the village was 
undertaken in 1999.  206 responses were received,  
of which 133 agreed with the policy of not allowing 
street lighting, (approximately 65%) with 70 in favour 
(and 3 invalid). 

Since then, in the case of any new development,  
the Parish Council has declined any offer to install  
street lighting.

It is recognised that opinions can change, and the Parish 
Council is aware that some residents are anxious about 
security after dark, although opinions are also divided 
on whether street lighting does have the effect of 
reducing crime. The crime statistics still show Thorner 
as experiencing a low level of crime, compared to other 
areas, including areas that are well lit.

It has been made clear by Leeds City Council that if 
the village was now to request street lighting, the cost 
would fall on the village and not the Council.  In 1995 
the cost of installing street lighting along Main Street, 
through to Church Hill, was estimated to be £49,000, 
and the cost of lighting the remainder of the adopted 
roads in the village, would be £75,000. Since then 
inflation has seen prices double.   Steven Wood
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Join the Great  
British Spring Clean
Be part of the pick

Brought to you by Headline partnersIn partnership with

Supporting partners

Register your support keepbritaintidy.org

#GBSpringClean Keep Britain Tidy is a registered Charity No. 1071737

 
 

THORNER SPRING CLEAN  
Every year, we have quick run around the village and clear up  

any rubbish that has built up over the winter.  We usually get a  
few dozen bags full. Everyone works in teams and it is great fun.  

The more volunteers there are, the quicker the job gets done, and  
you’d be surprised what we find in the hedgerows!

We’ve teamed up with Keep Britain Tidy and the event is part of the Great British 
Spring Clean #GBSPRINGCLEAN.  Rubbish bags, litter pickers, gloves and high-visibility 

vests are all provided, so all you need is a bit of enthusiasm, good shoes and a coat. It is 
usually well attended by volunteers, from birth upwards, but more are always welcome.

We do ask that all volunteer litter pickers sign in and out to meet our health and safety 
obligations, and a first aider will be present.

We will meet in The Mexborough pub Car Park at 9am on Saturday 21 March and we 
should be all done before lunch. Please come along and help spruce up the place.

The parish council is also improving the location of some of the  
bins in the village and replacing some with covered bins.  

Mark Harrison

_Thorner Spring Clean 
_21 March 2020_9am  

_Mexborough car park 
_All equipment provided

21st March
Thorner
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PLAYGROUND LATEST NEWS 
Local children have enjoyed playing in the area alongside St Peters Churchyard, tucked away between Kirkhills and 
the main green area, for many years. It is dedicated to a much-loved local resident Jonathan Ashworth. 

The playground, expanded during 2019, with further improvements in January 2020 to ensure that all equipment 
was properly installed and maintained to protect users. Some of the bushes in the enclosed area have been 
trimmed and the has been the installation of soundproofing and repositioning of the slide. The zip wire has also had 
to be repaired following a number of structural concerns. The gate has been repainted and signage has been fitted 
indicating the age of users and also advice on the times of use, to respect neighbouring households.     

The rock incline sadly failed to meet up to expectations and the design specification. For safety this was removed in 
January. The Parish Council are looking at alternative routes up to the slide, perhaps with wooden steps or similar. 

Reseeding is ongoing and parents are asked to keep their children clear of the loose ground to allow the grass 
seed to grow.

Currently the Parish Council are also looking at repair and refurbishment of the trim trail (currently closed off with 
orange mesh) and unfortunately it remains out of bounds. Isolated cases of wood rot have been identified and 
require repair or replacement before children are allowed to play on this equipment.

Parents are asked to keep their children out of the area, marked by orange netting, to ensure their safety and 
protection.

Unfortunately, the actions of a minority have had a negative 
impact on this play area.  Reports have been received of adults 
using the equipment (including 2 and 3 at a time on the zip wire) 
which is not designed for adult use. This is increasing the risk of 
injury, as well as damage to equipment which results in it being 
rendered unsafe and therefore out of use for our village children.

The slide became dented due to a number of children riding 
bicycles, scooters etc up and down the deck. Apart from the 
damage, the resulting noise became a nuisance to neighbours. 
The Parish Council arranged for the fitting of a bar restricting 
access to the top of the slide, as well as the previously mentioned 
sound-proofing material that has been added.

The Council reminds parents and carers that they remain 
responsible for the safety and supervision of all children 
under their care within the play area and on Millennium Green. 
Enjoy the playground but be respectful to other users and 
neighbouring properties when using this area.             

Alistair Scott    

ADULT FITNESS EQUIPMENT 
This equipment is used by a number of residents of varying ages. The Parish Council acknowledge that there are 
a number of differing opinions regarding the placement of such equipment in the village. However, those that do 
use it have welcomed the opportunity to maintain their well-being.

Due to issues with the original fitting, some repairs were necessary in late 2019 and early 2020. This work has 
been completed.

Attention is drawn to the instructions for use on each item of equipment. The apparatus is designed to be used 
by adults and as such should not be regarded as a piece of play equipment by children. Parents are advised to 
supervise their children at all times when around this area.

Additional signage is planned to indicate restrictions for this fitness equipment.        Alistair Scott

M A I N T E N A N C E  T E A M  UPDATE
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CARR LANE BENCH, AFTER

BENCHES 
Members of the maintenance team undertook a 
short survey of benches in the Village. Whilst the total 
was 30, this included benches not under the direct 
care and responsibility of the Parish Council (Memorial 
benches, Boules areas, Over 60’s Bungalow) and 
some on bus stops.

Of the remaining 18, (includes the metal bench 
in the Millennium Green play area), a number of 
benches had become neglected over the years. 
Concrete bases were covered in soil and overgrown 
with weeds. The Parish Council, joined by a volunteer 
from the village has started in February to begin 
clearance of the areas around the benches – 
including uncovering a short footpath on Carr Lane 
to the path leading to Scarborough Walk.

Several of the unpainted benches will need wood 
treatment and their metal frames repainting over 
the coming year. It has been decided to replace 
the benches on Millenium Green as part of the 
restoration project in 2020. The parish council 
will continue to monitor and repair/replace (as 
neccesary) the remaining benches as part of an 
ongoing maintenance programme. 

Please alert the Council to any bench-related issues 
via the Clerk thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Alistair Scott

MILLENNIUM  
GREEN 2020 
It is used by families for play and leisure, as well  
as passing cyclists and walkers as a place to rest. 
This open space near the centre of the village is  
a much-used resource and is enjoyed by many.  
It hosts village events and provides a safe open 
space for family picnics and sunbathing.

The Parish Council recognises its importance and 
decided in late 2019 that work should be undertaken 
to improve the appearance of Millennium Green. 
Tenders for the work have been sought and it is 
anticipated that the make-over, which started in 
January will continue through to the Spring.

Whilst people have voiced concerns at the loss of 
three trees, these trees were removed after careful 
consultation and after planning consent (where 
appropriate) was granted by Leeds City Council. 

One tree was in close proximity to a residential 
dwelling, risking damage to the property and 
another, a cherry tree by Main Street, had become 
stunted due to being overwhelmed by close planting 
of other trees. The third tree, a type of oak, Quercus 
ilex known as the ‘evergreen oak’, ‘holly oak’ or ‘holm 
oak’ (holm being an ancient word for holly) is a native 
to the Mediterranean region.

Unfortunately, previous planting schemes meant 
that the Quercus encroached onto the memorial 
oak in the central area of the green. Therefore, 
future planting will be done with consideration  
to native species, allowing room for growth and 
also to reduce the risk of damage to neighbouring 
structures.

Thorner Parish Council, in association with the 
Thorner Tree Group and the Yorkshire Dales Rivers 
Trust is committed to maintaining or replacing 
trees on its land to ensure that the character of our 
village is preserved. It is supportive to the plans of 
these two groups, planting in the parish to enrich the 
environment for future generations.       Alistair Scott

MILLENNIUM GREEN

CARR LANE BENCH, AFTER

CARR LANE BENCH, BEFORE

CARR LANE BENCH, BEFORE
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Natural Flood Management involves reducing the risk of 
flooding by slowing and storing water. There are three 
ways this can be achieved. Intercepting is planting trees 
and hedges to intercept the flow of water into the water 
courses. Slowing is the creation of dams to hold back, 
or slow, the water flow. Holding, building scrapes which 
flood when water levels are high. Scrapes are created 
by lowering the level of land next to a water course.

Much work has already been undertaken higher up the 
Wharfe valley. In the Upper Wharfe catchment area 
70% of farmers have made changes to incorporate 
proposals to reduce the risk of flooding.

Closer to home, work has been undertaken as part of 
the Collingham Natural Flood Management Scheme. 
This has included hedge planting, and scrapes in 
Hetchell Wood, a hedge planted in the field leading  
from Kidhurst Wood up to Eltofts, and various leaky 
dams constructed on Beech Grove Farm.

Dr. Marie Taylor, Project Officer at the Yorkshire Dales 
Rivers Trust, has prepared a draft report highlighting 
opportunities to work together with Thorner residents 
to deliver work on various streams and becks in the 
village, to improve water quality, increase habitat 
diversity, reduce sediment input and help to ease  
the flood risk.

The report is available to download from the Thorner 
Parish Council web site. For further information, please 
contact Steven Wood at thornerwood@btinternet.com 

Steven Wood

THORNER CONSERVATION
Flooding cost the economy £5 billion in 2015. In that year some 150 properties were flooded in the Wharfe 
catchment area, including 79 in Tadcaster. The risk of flooding has changed, because of climate change, 
population increase, urbanisation and changes to the natural environment.

LEAKY DAM BUILT BY VOLUNTEERS ON BARDSEY BECK

MILL BECK NEXT TO BOWLING GREEN                    MILL BECK ALONG LOWER SANDHILLS ROAD

BOTTOMS WOOD, POTENTIAL AREA  
FOR NATURAL FLOOD MANAGEMENT 
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EAST LEEDS ORBITAL ROUTE (ELOR) 

For many years it has been recognised that the Leeds 
Outer Ring Road, at Seacroft and Crossgates is 
operating at over capacity. Once planning permission 
was granted for the East Leeds Extension (ELE) 
it was clear something had to be done to relieve 
pressure on the present infrastructure. ELE is the 
large area of undeveloped land extending over 233 
hectares around the edge of Swarcliffe, Whinmoor 
and Crossgates, including Redhall, which has been 
identified for the development of around 5,000 
homes. Before these new homes can be built the 
relief road has to be completed.

ELOR involves the building of a new 7km route 
linking the existing Ring Road at Red Hall, to Thorpe 
Park and Junction 46 of the M1. It includes a new 
50mph carriageway with pedestrian, equestrian 
and cycling infrastructure. Stages 1 and 2 of ELOR 
(improvements at Harrogate Road, and at Shadwell 
Park Lane) are almost complete.

Balfour Beatty do not anticipate any adverse effects 
on Thorner from air pollution, or noise. They point 
out that modern road surfaces and vehicles are now 
quieter. The main noise from the construction works 
will be when they are pile driving for the bridges across 
the new road. This work would not take long. To 
mitigate any noise from traffic on the new road there 
will be landscaping on the Thorner side of the road.

Sections of the new road will be lit. These sections are 
the roundabouts, and the approaches and exits to the 
roundabouts. Modern lighting is bright, but directed 
onto the area intended to be lit. Landscaping will 
further mitigate the potential for light spillage.

The completed road is not expected to have any 
adverse effect on traffic through the village.

Preliminary work has started, or is due to start 
almost immediately. This includes:

•  Installation of tree protection fencing & sections  
of boundary fencing

• Completion of ecology surveys
•  Commencement of archaeological surveys site wide
• Hedgerow/tree clearance
• Programme coordination with third parties
•  Continued demolition of the Redhall Nursery site

More major work will start about Easter time. The first 
work will be to strip the topsoil. That part of the site 
nearest the village is reasonably level. Therefore there 
will be no major movement of materials. Hopefully 
topsoil etc. removed from the line of the road will be 
retained within the site, avoiding the need to have  
the related heavy vehicle movement on the roads.

Disruption to traffic should be minimal. Most of 
the construction work takes place off line. They will 
build one arm of a roundabout first, and use the new 
section as a detour, while the rest is constructed. 
Fortunately all the roads to be crossed are single 
carriageway, whereas the new road will have two 

lanes in each direction. Any disruption to traffic will 
relate to traffic management on site (e.g. where it 
is necessary to cross the road) or to the installation 
of services. We have made Balfour Beatty aware of 
the dates of the Leeds Festival and they will avoid 
additional disruption at that time.

An application will be made for the speed limit to be 
reduced to 30mph, on roads around the construction 
works, including Skeltons Lane and Thorner Lane.
Thorner Lane will, in due course, be closed between 
the cemetery and the A64. We have suggested 
it should not be closed until the new road is ready 
for use, as the other existing roads into the village, 
particularly Carr Lane and Milner Lane, cannot cope 
with any additional traffic.

The contract is expected to run for 103 weeks (approx. 
2 years). Completion is expected in early 2022.

Balfour Beatty’s offices at Redhall (entrance from the 
Ring Road) are open throughout the day, and visitors 
are welcome. There will always be someone on hand 
to explain what is being undertaken.

The Parish Council will be kept informed of progress, 
and forewarned of any traffic matters. We in turn shall 
try and keep the village informed. We have suggested 
that the ELOR web site be kept up to date, so that 
residents could be referred to ELOR for information.

Representatives of Balfour Beatty have been invited 
to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 4th 
May (8.15pm at the Victory Hall). They will be asked to 
make a short presentation, and answer any questions 
that residents may have. In the meantime you can 
check out the website www.elor.uk/about-the-project/  
Steven Wood



WANTED: VOLUNTEER  
COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust is calling 
for new volunteers to become Community First 
Responders in Thorner.

Community First Responders assist the Ambulance 
Service by attending medical emergencies in their  
community to provide vital care, comfort and 
reassurance in the moments before an ambulance 
arrives. They are trained in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and carry an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and oxygen, as well as basic first aid 
equipment. No previous medical experience is required.

Sharron Stoyles, Community Defibrillation Trainer for 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service, said: “Community First 
Responders make an extremely valuable contribution 
to their communities. We know that in many medical 
emergencies, such as a cardiac arrest, heart attack, 
breathing difficulties or a collapse, the first few minutes 
are critical. If effective treatment can be given within 
those first minutes, lives can be saved. 

We have an established scheme in Thorner but we 
could really do with more volunteers so we can provide 
more cover. 

Community First Responders come from all walks of life 
and volunteer for a variety of reasons. Many people find 
it rewarding to help people in need and give something 
back, while others benefit from learning new skills, meeting 
new people and becoming more connected with 
their local community. If this appeals to you, Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service would like to hear from you.”

Full training is provided for the role and there is support 
every step of the way. You need to be aged over 18 and 
have a full driving licence, with the use of a car.

If you would like more information, phone  
0333 130 0516, email yas.responders@nhs.net  
or visit www.communityresponders.yas.nhs.uk.

ST PETER’S CHURCH
EASTER AT ST PETER’S

In the run up to Easter, Lent Study groups will be run in 
conjunction with the Methodists on Monday mornings 
at 10am in the Methodist School Room, starting on 
Monday 2nd March.

Holy Week starts on Monday 6th April. There will be 
a series of reflection services at All Saints’ Church, 
Barwick on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, starting 
at 7pm. These will include a choral evensong service 
on the Tuesday and a talk on the work done last 
autumn in the Benefice supporting destitute asylum 
seekers in the area. More information on  
the services in Barwick will be available from Andy  
(289 2437) or Bob (260 7721).

Maundy Thursday will be marked with a Sung 
Communion service at 8pm, and on Good Friday there 
will be a service of Final Hour reflections at 2pm in the 
Methodist Church.

Families with children of all ages will be most welcome 
at a Tea Service with crafts in Church at 10am on 
Good Friday.

The Easter Sunday Service will start at 9:15am. All will 
be very welcome at the Easter Services. 

Please also note that there will be a special All-Age 
Mothering Sunday Service on 22nd March at 9:15. 
The various uniformed groups will be involved in the 
service. We look forward to seeing you at the service.

OTHER EVENTS

We hope that you will be able to join us at events that 
will take place later in the year. There will be Summer 
Sunday lunch event in mid-June, in the Parish Centre, 
and the usual Harvest Supper early in October.

There will be an Opera night with a Grand Raffle 

later in October.

More details of these events will be available in due 
course and the events will be widely advertised 
through the usual channels.    Simon Belcher
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THORNER  
METHODIST CHURCH  
Unfortunately, due to a dwindling congregation, 
Thorner Methodist Church, Main Street, Thorner will 
be closing in August.  
We’re having an Ecumenical service on Sunday 2nd 
August at 9:15 am with refreshments after the service 
and we hope to see you there!      Ann Johnson

ELSPETH AND ROBERT, TWO 
OF FOUR COMMUNITY FIRST 

RESPONDERS IN THORNER. 
PHOTO: ROBERT WOLFF



D
IR

EC
T

O
R

Y

_11

THORNER DIRECTORY_MARCH 2020
GROUP NAME CONTACT DETAILS

ART GROUP Ada Percy 0113 2892653

BALLROOM DANCING Kathleen Wilson info@yorkshireballroom.com

BEAVERS Lizzie Waddington info@TASscouts.org.uk

BOWLING CLUB Derek Potter 0113 2892055

BROWNIES Chloe Burnley - Brown Owl 07795 545858 / cloburnley@gmail.com

COLLINGHAM SURGERY Appointments 01937 222841

COMMUNITY CHOIR Pat Smith 0113 2892205 / pat.smith235@btinternet.com

CRICKET CLUB Alistair Foster 0113 2893339

CUBS Natalie Prior info@TASscouts.org.uk

GARDENS/HEATHCOTE AVE Diane Gibbins 0113 2893883

HISTORICAL SOCIETY Gwen Brown 0113 2893372

METHODIST CHURCH Ann Johnson - Senior Steward 0113 2893532

MILK DELIVERY TD Goodall 0113 2892229

MUMS & TOTS Lizzie Waddington 07932 716016

ORCHARD OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB Belinda Bateson 0113 2892541

OVER 60’S ASSOCIATION Jason Falk www.thornerover60sassociation.com

PARISH CENTRE BOOKINGS Peter Wilby - Treasurer 0113 2893845 / www.parishcentre.org.uk

POST BOX DELI Rachel Bielby 0113 2893888 / www.thepostboxdeli.co.uk 

PRE-SCHOOL Belinda Bateson 0113 2892541

PROBUS CLUB Jason Falk 01132893850 / jasonfalk@hotmail.com

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Paul Oldfield 0113 2893210

SCOUTS Sam Shaw info@TAScouts.org.uk     

ST PETER'S CHURCH Revd Andy Nicholson 0113 2892437

ST PETER’S C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL Ian Holmes - Head 0113 2892541 

ST PETER’S CHURCH MAGAZINE Hilary Marsden - Editor 2017144 / parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk 

TENNIS CLUB Adrian Joyce 0113 2893499

THE FOX INN Richard & Tracey Clements 0113 2892489 / thefoxthorner@gmail.com 

THE MEXBOROUGH ARMS Sheila Hindes 0113 2893863 / www.themexborougharms.co.uk 

THE VILLAGE CHIPPY Garry & Mandy 07475 106 830

THORNER BADMINTON CLUB (PM) Rosie Cooke 0113 2892351

THORNER COMMUNITY FUND Mark Darley thornercommunityfund@gmail.com

THORNER FILM CLUB Val Forster 0113 2892758

THORNER 7 ASIDE FOOTBALL George Coppock 07960 407 745 / Thorner Facebook 7 Aside 

THORNER OLD SCHOOL CHARITY Eleanor Courtman-Stock Eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail.com

THORNER/SCARCROFT POLICE Geoff Nottingham - PCSO 01937 2855360 / Answer phone 0113 2855374

THORNER RAINBOWS     Helen Rafferty    0113 2893694 / thornerrainbows@gmail.com    

THORNER RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION Gary Noble 07709 274 530

THORNER SURGERY Appointments 0113 8873322

THORNER UKULELES David Stainthorpe dave.cyclesense@icloud.com

VICTORY HALL Jenni Lacey    07368 318 891 / bookings@thornervictoryhall.co.uk

VILLAGE SHOW SOCIETY Michele Firth 0113 2892430 / michelefirth636@btinternet.com 

VILLAGE VISITING SCHEME Beverley & Angus Yates,  
Maggie Hewitt 0113 2892811 & 0113 2892421

WALKING CLUB Steven Wood 0113 2893121

WEBSITE Peter Wilby Click on 'Contact us' at www.thornervillage.org.uk

YOUTH CLUB (JNR & SENIOR) Belinda Swift 0113 2892946

SERVICES DAY DETAILS
MOBILE LIBRARY FRIDAYS 9:50am to 10:20am / Opposite Mexborough Arms

POST OFFICE SERVICES THURSDAY MORNINGS 10.00am to 12 noon / Over 60’S Centre

If details need updating or you would like to add your group please email: thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com
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