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You are invited to attend the Thorner Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 27 April 2021. The meeting will be a
virtual event and the joining instructions are posted on the parish council web site www.thornerpc.uk. The meeting
uses the Google Meet service that can accommodate up to 100 attendees. Please note that you will need a Google
Account to join, and attendees will be allowed in on a first-come-first-served basis up to this limit.
The Annual Parish Meeting is a legacy from the Middle Ages, when local councils did not exist, and all local decision
making was carried out by meetings of the whole community.
The Annual Parish Meeting is distinct from any church parish meeting and the Parish Council meetings; however,
the meeting is usually chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council. It is an opportunity for the Parish Council to
present an annual report and demonstrate how the Council Tax levy has been spent.
The Annual Parish Meeting is open to all electors of your Parish, who have the right not only to attend but also to
speak on any matter of local interest. This contrasts with a Parish Council meeting, where electors who are not
Councillors have no automatic right to speak, although we do have a set time aside at the beginning of the Council
meeting when electors can make representations on matters of interest to them.
As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic there was no Annual Parish Meeting nor annual report in April 2020.
This report covers the last two years of the Parish Council’s activities. This APM has a reduced agenda to reflect
the remote nature of the meeting and the restrictions in place at the time. Hopefully in 2022 we can again have
a face-to-face Annual Parish Meeting with a full agenda.
For this meeting, the agenda has been published. There are a few matters to run through, including approving
the minutes and this report. Then, the floor is open to discussion.
The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 4 May 2021. Should you wish to be invited to this last
virtual meeting held online, please email the clerk.

CORONAVIRUS
Since the initial lockdown in early 2020, the Parish Council has continued to work as best we can, given difficult
circumstances. There have been restrictions on activities that could be achieved within various lockdown rule
changes. Some work has been delayed due to availability of people to do the work, such as contractors of the
Parish Council who have been ill, isolating or shielding. Meetings were moved from being in the bungalow to virtual
online events, and the newsletter, like this report, were published online rather than printed and distributed to
every household.
During the pandemic, various village groups had to suspend activities and venues have been closed. However,
villagers have shown what a wonderful community we have, notably in the creating of the Feed the Need and
Thorner Cares groups who have delivered support to those who needed it most within the village. The November
2020 newsletter included an article showing what a great organisation was created and I would recommend you
have a look at what these groups achieved on our web site. www.thornerpc.uk

CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
The parish council would love to hear your feedback about our initiatives. Please email your views to
thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com or in writing to the letterbox on the substation at the junction of
The Paddock, Littlemoor Lane and Butts Garth.
All council correspondence to the Clerk: BARRY RILEY: thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com or 07444 791 956
YOUR PARISH COUCILLORS ARE: MARK HARRISON: 07788 443 884 / SCOTT MARSHALL: 07925 379 092 /
DIANE GIBBINS: 0113 289 3883 / SHEILA LLEWELLYN: 0113 289 2515 / AMY LOBLEY: 07793 744 099 /
TOM MYCOCK: 0113 289 2706 / STEVEN WOOD: 0113 289 3121 / ALISTAIR SCOTT: 07738 294 995 /
ANDREW WALMSLEY: 07709 797 074. Visit the parish council web site at www.thornerpc.uk.
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In 2019, following the last Annual Parish Meeting, there was an election of Parish Councillors and the following
councillors chose not to stand at the election: Victoria Goodall-Fawcus (Chair), John Player (Vice-Chair) and
Richard Bould.
Subsequently, Scott Marshall was elected Chairman of the Parish Council and filled this role until December
2020. Scott remains on the Parish Council. I would like to thank Victoria and Scott for everything they have
done in their roles as Chair, and John and Steven Wood for their contributions as Vice-Chair.
Since the last Annual Parish Meeting, Jason Falk, George Coppock, Gwen Brown and Richard Clements have
also stepped down as councillors, and we would like to thank them for everything they have done for Thorner
over the years.
We have also had new councillors join us. The council is currently made up of Mark Harrison, who was elected
chair in December 2020 and is on the Playground and Adult Fitness Equipment, Newsletter and Finance
Working Parties as well as the Digital Transformation Steering Group; Tom Mycock was elected Vice-Chair in
December 2020, has previously held the role of Chair, and is on the Playground and Adult Fitness Equipment
and Maintenance Working Parties; Scott Marshall is a former Chairman and on the Finance, Gardens and
Highways Working Parties; Steven Wood has been Vice-Chair and Clerk, and is on the Finance and Highways
Working Parties; Alistair Scott is on the Planning and Maintenance Working Parties; Sheila Llewellyn is on the
Planning and Maintenance Working Parties; Diane Gibbins is on the Planning, Gardens and Finance Working
Parties as well as the Digital Transformation Steering Group; Andrew Walmsley was co-opted to the Parish
Council in late 2020 and is on the Newsletter Working Party; Amy Lobley was co-opted to the Parish Council
in April 2021, but she is already a member of the Digital Transformation Steering Group and the Playground
and Adult Fitness Equipment Working Parties. Welcome to all new Councillors.
Barry Riley is an experienced Clerk and is the officer of the Parish Council, allowing him to act on the council’s
behalf. The Clerk calls councillors and the public to meetings, as well as preparing agendas and minutes,
and handling the council’s finances, is GDPR data processor and many, many other roles. Barry has been
employed as Clerk since 2014. I would like to take the opportunity to thank Barry for his unwavering support
of the Parish Council and his hard work in the past, as well as in the future.
The working parties are not only for councillors, but members of the community can also join a working
party by emailing the Clerk. The Maintenance and Playground and Adult Fitness Equipment Working Parties
currently have non-councillors as members. Working Parties and Steering Groups have a lead councillor to
represent the group/party in council meetings.

MEETINGS
The Parish Council holds public meetings monthly, currently on the first Tuesday at 7pm. Before the pandemic
restrictions, these were held at the Bungalow. There is legislation that says that these meetings are open to
attendance by the public and what types of venues they can be held in. A temporary legal provision for virtual
meetings was put in place in 2020. From May, this will end and the council will no longer be allowed to hold
virtual/remote meetings and meetings from June will have to be held face-to-face and within government
guidelines. The venue of future meetings is to be confirmed at the May 2021 Parish Council meeting.
For anyone wanting to attend a future meeting, attendance guidance will be posted in the call to attend which
holds the agenda. The agendas and minutes of the meetings are posted on the noticeboards at the Boules
shed on Main Street and on Church Hill, just up the hill from the red phone box. Agendas and a call to attend
are posted a week before the meetings. These can also be found online at the PC web site.
In the meetings, the agenda always allows time at the beginning for any village resident to make a short
statement at the beginning of the meeting. It is not possible to answer questions at this stage unless a
statement of fact based on decisions already made by the council can be made. Often, a matter will be
referred to the next agenda or discussed later in the meeting if it is already scheduled to be discussed. If you
wish to speak at the meeting, advising the Clerk before the meeting is appreciated and helps with scheduling.
Communication with the Parish Council, as a whole, should go through the Clerk for GDPR and administrative
reasons. If the Clerk can answer your query immediately, he will. Contact details of Parish Councillors are also
published should you need to contact an individual.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
With the introduction of GDPR laws and the increasing reliance on technology brought about through remote
meetings and social distancing in the last twelve months, the Parish Council is seeking to better engage with
technology as an enabler for the council.
It has been noted that the Parish Council website is clunky and does not appear to be up to date. The roles of
printed newsletters, reports like this, the web site and social media must all be considered while engaging and being
transparent as possible to a population who are varied and include some who are native to the Internet and social
media, as well as those who do not have access to the Internet and do not want a smart phone.
It has also become evident that the legal requirement to post notice of meetings and minutes on the noticeboards
on Main Street and Church Hill no longer reaches as many of the community as it once may. There is an expectation
among some that this information should be posted on social media or the web site as well as the noticeboard.
The web site may appear to be out of date when a document is dated 2015, but this may still be a valid document
that has not needed changing since this time, if it has been reviewed and no changes have been found to be
necessary. It is also true that it is not the core role of the Parish Council to publish web sites and the budget is
limited. Not all Parish Councillors are comfortable in editing web sites, and succession planning must be considered.
To this end, the Parish Council has put together a Digital Transformation Steering Group who are looking at keeping
the community informed through social media, the web site and printed publications as well as the best way to
operate efficiently and effectively within GDPR, while also keeping the technology used accessible to the variety of
comfort-levels with tech among current and future councillors and the public.
We are proud to announce our new web address to which our web site will be relocated, www.thornerpc.uk.
Depending on the outcome of the digital transformation programme, this web domain may be used for multiple
purposes, and is much quicker to type than the old address.

CRIME
Until recently, our community PCSO Geoff Nottingham would attend Parish Council meetings and deliver a verbal
and written report on crime in the parish. During the coronavirus restrictions, this reporting procedure was stopped
and the parish council now works from the police.uk web site’s Your Area reporting. A link to the police web site, and
the report, is on the Thorner Parish Council website at its new address: www.thornerpc.uk.
This reporting mechanism can be vague about the location and nature of the crimes committed. This feedback has
been pursued by the parish council, as it is not comparable to having a relationship with the community PCSO, while
we recognise that this takes time away from Geoff doing his primary role.
Following pressure from Thorner and other Parish Councils in the area, the Police and Community Together (PACT)
meetings for the Harewood ward have been restarted and a representative of the council attends these meetings
to work with the police service and understand crime in the area.
In terms of burglaries, Thorner has been quite lucky in the last two years, avoiding the worst of spates of burglaries
in nearby villages. The level of criminality in Thorner is low. Our hearts go out to anyone who has been the victim of
crime, to whom this is probably no consolation.
The recommendation on how to reduce crime from the police is always to take an active part in your neighbourhood
watch scheme.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN
The Neighbourhood Plan is in final draft and is expected
to be put to consultation within the village later this
year. Thanks go to the steering group who have been
working on this for the Parish Council for some time.
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SPRING CLEAN
The maintenance working group is organising the
annual village spring clean for the weekend of 22 and
23 May 2021. We will still be restricted on gathering in
groups based on government guidelines so look out for
information on social media and on the noticeboards.

PLANNING
The Councillors who specialize in planning have attended training on planning matters and provide
recommended comments on planning applications in the village. The Parish Council, as a statutory consultee,
can make comments on planning applications, but it is the local authority, Leeds City Council, who make
planning decisions.
The parish council is informed of all full planning applications within Thorner and provides valuable local
knowledge to the planners on material considerations. Occasionally, the Parish Council may ask for an extra
time on a decision in order to agree a response. These extensions last typically only a couple of weeks so as
not to hold up progress on applications. Where the Parish Council cannot comment on a material matter, the
working party may recommend that the Parish Council does not make any comment.
Information about planning applications can be found at https://publicaccess.leeds.gov.uk/online-applications.
On the Advanced tab, select Thorner Parish Council in the Parish field and set the date range.
There were 48 planning applications received in Financial Year 2020-2021 and 47 in the previous year, although
not all application are passed to the parish council. A log of applications is maintained at www.thornerpc.uk.

Between Main Street and Butts Garth are the Gardens. Gardens are like allotments, but allotments have a
legal standing, and this land is leased by Thorner Parish Council from Mexborough Estates, so the Gardens
are Gardens and not allotments.
The Gardens are rented out to any resident of Thorner who wishes to make use of one and a nominal annual
rent is charged by the Clerk. The Parish Council seeks to operate the Gardens as a non-profit venture and
the rents are spent on the rent with Mexborough Estates, water and equipment on the site. All matters of
the Gardens are administered by the Clerk, as officer of the Parish Council.
Taps and fresh water are provided, and some taps started to be upgraded two years ago to easier-to-operate
handles. Some original taps remain. They will be replaced as the taps come to the end of their useful life,
which is not long.
If you are interested in renting a Garden, email thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com and you will be added
to the waiting list. All gardens are currently occupied, but the waiting list is short, and gardens do come
up from time to time.

DOG FOULING
The Parish Council has become aware of an increasing dog fouling problem within Thorner over the last two
years. In response to this, we have invested in dog poo bag dispensers on the assumption that sometimes
dog owners and walkers may be caught without a bag. These bags have proven hugely popular but have not
made the hoped impact on dog mess in the village.
The dispensers have been sited in the most accessible locations near the biggest reported problems. One is
on the wall by the Boules Shelter. The second is on the wall between Millennium Green and Main Street, near
the BT cabinets.
Dog poo in bags can be put in any public waste bin, and better still, in your black bin at home. There are also
dedicated poo bins in selected locations within the village.
Due to the minimal impact of the bag dispensers, the Parish Council has also put up dog fouling signs in
selected locations to remind dog owners that there is a fine for not picking up after your pet. Unfortunately,
these signs appeared to be deliberately damaged and had to be replaced with sturdier signage. The dog
wardens will be in the area over the next few months monitoring the situation and handing out fines where
appropriate with repeat offenders.
This work is all a part of the job of the Parish Council to improve and maintain the environment in and around
the village.
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COMMUNITY

GARDENS

MAINTENANCE WORKING PARTY
The maintenance team is the busiest of the working parties. It is made up of councillors and members of the
community. The team plans and manages work all over the village. Just some of their achievements over the
last two years are detailed below.
• With Thorner Tree Group the working party is promoting biodiversity issues, has cleared borders on
Millennium Green, planted a wild flower border and will be planting new trees later in the year
• Refurbishment of all public benches within the parish and the installation of new benches in the memorial
garden; planning to refurbish Boules benches and add picnic benches to Millennium Green
• Significant improvement work on Millennium Green, which will continue into the next year including restoration
of all borders and the reestablishment of a maintenance schedule
• Re-engagement with Continental Landscapes, the parish council’s main maintenance contractor to ensure
the Parish Council is getting value for money
• Maintenance and improvement work to Ramsey’s Fold (the field by the ford) including signage inviting its use
• Removal of diseased trees around the village that were at risk of becoming dangerous, and the thinning of the
mature trees to make room for the Millennium Oak, which has the circular bench around it on Millennium Green
• Working with specialists to put a plan together for the improvement of Mill Beck and good management of the
waterway for flooding and wildlife
• Repairing the gate to millennium green and the pads for the benches
• Cleaning, weeding and preserving all benches in the parish for which the Parish Council has responsibility,
from the benches on Bramham Road, Milner Lane and Carr Lane to those on Church Hill and Main Street
• Flagpole inspection and restoration; a new union flag will be raised once the work is complete
• A leaf blower has been purchased, resulting in volunteer activity to clear and clean up leaves this autumn and
spring around the village
• Maintenance of the Boules playing area saw the replacement of the edge on the play area. Further work with
larger timbers is to be undertaken to keep this village resource in top condition as it is free for anyone to use
The Maintenance Working Party has engaged with the Thorner Tree Group who advocate the planting of trees and
wildflowers within the village. The trees that were removed from Millennium Green must be replaced in autumn 2021
and the Maintenance Working Party is working with this group to select the most appropriate species and location for
wildlife and the environment, as well as seeking other opportunities to wild areas and plant additional trees.
Scarborough Walk is to be restored in coordination with Mexborough Estates, along with restoration of the bench
to improve this beautiful track with unmatched views across the village. Work by the Footpaths warden is ongoing
to provide additional, and modified, rights of way in the fields around Carr Lane.
Following a request from a Thorner resident, a seed exchange for gardeners is to be established in the Boules
shelter. Keep an eye out for more information on our web site and at the Boules shelter.
Additionally, in 2021, restored benches from Millennium Green are to be installed in Ramsey’s fold and one has
been donated to the church to replace a damaged bench in the graveyard.

REPORTING MAINTENANCE TASKS
It is important to note that grass, borders, shrubs and bushed on parish council land is under contract to be
maintained by a third party. If you are lucky enough to live adjacent to parish council land and you do not feel that
the grass or borders are being maintained, please do not cut the borders back yourself, but contact the Clerk
at thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com and the Maintenance Working Party will arrange for the work to be carried
out as part of their role in holding the contractors to account for their work.
Where residents decide to undertake work themselves on parish council land, or instruct their own contractors,
this causes problems with coordination with our contractors, additional cost to the parish council’s limited budget
and exposes the council to financial risk should an accident occur because of, or during, the work. This also helps
to ensure consistency of the appearance of the public spaces.
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PHONE BOX AND DEFIBRILLATOR
A thorough restoration job is being undertaken of the phone box on Church Hill. This was, unfortunately,
curtailed by the weather before painting was completed. The restoration work will restart as soon as the
temperature is reliably above 10°C.
The work involves the replacement of all glass and the door mechanism, repainting of the phone box in the
original Cherry Red, installation of a metered power supply and of a light, timer and defibrillator. The village has
two defibrillators, on Main Street at the Fox and at the Victory Hall. This third defibrillator will serve the top of
the hill and ensure good coverage of the area.

20 MPH ZONE
Reported in the Newsletter in 2019, a 20mph zone was planned for Thorner. Following a request from ward
councillors, this is now on hold. Concerns were raised of the practicality of the work and the possibility that
it may introduce additional street furniture with Thorner being a dark village. The Parish Council was in support
of this initiative to make the roads in Thorner safer, but this project is now in the hands of ward councillors.

PLAYGROUND & ADULT FITNESS EQUIPMENT
The Parish Council is planning to replace the removed wooden “trim trail” from the playground this year.
The wooden trim trial was found to be partially rotted and the annual independent playground inspection
recommended the removal of the equipment.
The Working Party has been talking to several suppliers about an installation suitable for younger children,
how to keep them safe from the older children on the larger equipment and we hope to have a design for
consultation and installation in 2021. We are seeking to fund this using grants and savings held by the Parish
Council for this purpose.
The potential designs look very exciting and engaging for under 5s and includes equipment specifically for
this age group, separated from the remainder of the playground, which is more suited to over-5s.

Following a review of the adult fitness equipment,near the playground and the tendency for groups to gather
here on an evening, the parish council is looking at ways to reduce the likelihood of this occurring. The council
has decided that no equipment is to be removed, only re-sited, should an alternative location be found.
I would suggest that it is far more comfortable and acceptable to neighbours, although admittedly slightly
duller, for anyone seeking a place to gather within the village to use the benches in the memorial garden on
Millennium Green and many other locations within the village. The Boules Shelter is also available for any
group to gather, within restrictions. We do emphasise that wherever people gather, they do so with the
utmost consideration for anyone who lives nearby. There are few places within Thorner where people can
gather without being near someone’s home or garden. Please consider their feelings before the hunt for
fun times and excitement.

LEEDS FESTIVAL
Leeds and Reading Festival is currently expected to go ahead in 2021. Resident and full price tickets for
residents are administered by Thorner Community Fund. For notices from the fund, see the Thorner Village
web site at thornervillage.org.uk. You can contact the fund by email at thornercommunityfund@gmail.com.
Thorner Parish Council liaises with Festival Republic on matters such as community concerns, traffic
management and road closures. In 2021, we expect there to be concerns within the community about
traffic, visitors to the village and Coronavirus. If there is anything you would like the Parish Council to raise
with Festival Republic, please make a representation at a Parish Council meeting in plenty of time before
the event or email the Clerk at thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com.
The Parish Council will, hopefully, be supporting the festival with distribution of information in the Newsletter
in July or early August as well as car passes for the road closure.
_09

MAINTENANCE

The equipment is designed for children, so I would add at this time that I can see how tempting it is for adults
to have a go on the zip wire and other items, please do leave this equipment to the children for whom it was
designed. It was certainly not designed for three grown-ups to whizz down the wire at a time!

HIGHWAYS
The highways working party is a relatively new working party. It has been focussing on the condition of highways and
footpaths, looking at parking trouble spots and road safety.
From time-to-time, and in line with the availability of volunteers, the highways working party operates Speed
Indication Device (SID) traffic surveys where they use the SID at the side of the road to remind drivers to keep their
speed down through the village. The local authority has also been invited to undertake speed checks in the village.
If you would like to volunteer with the surveys, email the Clerk at thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com.
In the last year, the village had its first double-yellow lines painted at the junction by the Mexborough pub. While the
parish council had little say in this occurring, the highways team is maintaining a dialogue with ward councillors and
LCC to try to get the painting completed.
The parish council was asked to highlight any works to roads for the next five-year roads maintenance budget cycle
for LCC and submitted the resurfacing of Kirkfield Lane as a priority. The working party is following this up and ensuring
that this work is not forgotten, as well as tracking blocked drains, silt and potholes all around the village.
A working party of councillors turned up with spades in 2019 and dug out drainage on Butts Garth to help reduce
the flooding that had been occurring down that road, as well as working with LCC and East North East Homes and
Yorkshire Water to ensure the drains were unblocked and cleaned. This has resulted in fewer reports of the flooding
of Butts Garth.
Working with the footpath volunteers, way markers and footpaths have been refreshed and maintained just in time
for the big jump in walkers staying local and visiting Thorner during the pandemic. New Thorner Way Markers have
been commissioned and these will be used around the village to give Thorner footpaths a distinctive look and feel,
linking to online information about the paths of the village.
The Highways working party also maintains a dialogue with the ELOR team.

ELOR/ELE
No one can now be unaware that a significant new route is being built to the south of Thorner. Skelton’s Lane will
now be closed until August, at which point Thorner Lane will be permanently closed.
The section of Coal Road between the Wetherby Road and Skelton’s Lane has now been permanently closed and
will be gated to restrict access to farm vehicles, cycles and pedestrians. The East Leeds Orbital Route (ELOR) cuts
across Coal Road at this point and will not be connected.
The ELOR will take traffic from the A6120 ring road at Leeds Golf Club, around Red Hall, crossing the A58 just to
the South of Whin Moor Lane. Here it tracks the boundary of Thorner Parish before crossing Skelton’s Lane, then
the A64 York Road, and Leeds Road before joining Willian Parkin Way at Manston Lane. It then provides access to
Thorpe Park and the M1 junction 46.
The scheme has been consulted on with various stakeholders over the last two years, including Thorner
Parish Council. The scheme includes small country parks, wildlife bridges, cycling, horse riding and pedestrian
infrastructure. It has been delayed by Coronavirus and the failure of the initial main contractor and is currently
forecast to be complete by the end of 2022.
We should then see further traffic schemes in the area, once the impact on traffic flow of the new road is
understood, such as improvements to the Carr Lane junction with Wetherby Road.
The ELOR then forms a boundary around the East Leeds Extension (ELE). The ELE is an area of 233 hectares
of undeveloped land around the edges of Swarcliffe, Whinmoor and Crossgates, including Redhall with the ELOR
as the outer boundary. In this space, 5000 homes will be built.
For links to the ELOR and ELE web sites, visit the Thorner Parish Council website www.thornerpc.uk.
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2019-20 / 2020-21
2019/2020
INCOME

2020/2021

BUDGET

ACTUAL

£29,500.00

£29,500.00

£450.00

£505.85

£5.00

£2.84

Grants/Donations

£1,200.00

£17,420.00

VAT Refund

£1,500.00

£18,238.61

£0.00

£105.00

£32,655.00

£65,772.30

BUDGET

ACTUAL

£11,425.00

£12,721.82

Gardens

£900.00

£266.35

Rent

£340.00

£348.00

Maintenance

£8,350.00

£7,347.32

Playground

£3,550.00

Donations

INCOME

BUDGET

ACTUAL

£29,600.00

£29,600.00

£400.00

£437.10

£5.00

£24.16

Grants/Donations

£1,000.00

£12,270.00

VAT Refund

£1,400.00

£1,956.44

£0.00

£0.00

£32,405.00

£44,287.70

BUDGET

ACTUAL

£11,565.00

£10,702.09

Gardens

£550.00

£599.75

Rent

£250.00

£80.00

Maintenance

£7,100.00

£5,647.23

£1,827.69

Playground

£3,250.00

£1,536.28

£2,250.00

£2,594.00

Donations

£2,000.00

£100.00

Projects

£4,850.00

£5,979.53

Projects

£3,750.00

£3,558.92

Section 137

£1,000.00

£3,507.20

Section 137

£3,940.00

£6,656.64

£32,665.00

£34,591.91

£32,405.00

£28,880.91

Precept
Garden Rent
Bank Interest

Misc

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Administration

TOTAL
EXPENDITURE

Precept
Garden Rent
Bank Interest

Misc

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Administration

TOTAL
EXPENDITURE

FINANCIAL REPORT
As there was no APM and report in 2020, please find a financial report covering two budget years. In this time,
the parish council has only made a modest increase in the precept paid on the council tax of £100 in 2020-2021.
Thorner Parish Council’s income comes from the precept, incoming rent, grants and donations (applied for to
fund projects) and our VAT exempt status which depends on how much is spent on VAT-applicable products
and services.
As you can see, the Parish Council has spent under their budget in both years. The Parish Council has been
gathering savings for projects likely to go ahead in 2021 such as a further upgrade to the playground that
will cater for younger children and enhancement work to multiple sites around the village. As such, I expect
the budget for 2021-22 to be higher than seen in previous years, however we intend to apply for grants to
support the projects and maintain a responsible level of savings at the end of the year.

The parish council has made donations to the Church, Royal British Legion for the Pipe Band at the
Remembrance Sunday parade and the Over 60s centre.
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 allows local authorities, including parish councils, to incur
expenditure which will bring direct benefit to their area or any part of it or to all or some of its inhabitants.
Mark Harrison, Chairman, Thorner Parish Council
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FINANCES

At the end of March 2021, Thorner Parish Council held £60,032.65 in unallocated funds. This can be compared
to March 2019 when the Parish Council held £42,067.87.

