
Electric Vehicle Charging for homes without driveways, 
 
How the charging channel works 

The channel is installed by Kerbo Charge into the footway using an approved highways 
contractor for use by the homeowner who has made the application. 

The homeowner uses the channel by lifting the lid and simply inserting their own electric 
charging cable into the channel and then closing the lid. They insert the cable a handful at a 
time and the self-closing lid snaps down shut behind, like a zip. The cable is only to be 
inserted when the resident is engaged in using the channel. 

When they have finished charging, they should remove the cable by simply pulling it out 
along the length of the channel. The product has a self-closing lid so cannot be left open. 

A tool designed to assist those users who are less able is also available from Kerbo Charge. 

What cable does the charging channel take? 

It takes a Type 2 cable up to 20mm in diameter. 

Do you supply a wall-mounted charging unit? 

No, the homeowner is responsible for organising that. They must either have a local earth 
spike installed at the property, or a professionally installed EV charger that has an in-built 
protective earth neutral (PEN) fault device. 

How strong is the home EV charging channel? 

Most of the unit is made from UV stable rigid PVC (the same material used for some utility 
covers) and is strong enough to withstand the pressure of a high heel and also a vehicle 
driving over it. It was tested by BSI to BS EN1433 and has UK CA and European CE safety 
marks. 

Is my property suitable? 

If you can park outside your property, and also access a ground floor power supply, then you 
are likely to be suitable. 

If you have a grass verge between your house and the footway then installation is possible 
but is not recommended. Suitability will be subject to our discretion and would involve 
additional cost to yourself. It would require ground excavation and laying of a concrete base, 
which is often undesirable due to the loss of green space. 
Applying and installing the charging channel 

https://www.kerbocharge.com/store/p/kerbo-glide


How to apply 

You will need to contact Kerbo Charge, as our approved partner for this pilot, to arrange the 
assessment, purchase, installation and maintenance of the charging channel.  

Once you have noted all the information available here, you may contact Kerbo Charge and 
commence your application. 

Costs 

After completing the online application via the Kerbo Charge website, assuming it is 
confirmed that your site appears to meet the basic requirements, you will need to pay a non-
refundable fee of £63.84 (including VAT) through Kerbo Charge to cover the cost of our 
undertaking an on-site survey of your property to further check its suitability. 

If we consider your property location is suitable, Kerbo Charge will notify you that approval to 
proceed has been given. Should you then choose to go ahead you will then pay Kerbo 
Charge £1,250 (including VAT) for the supply and installation of the cable channel. 

In addition, it will also be necessary for you, as homeowner, to enter into a licence with 
ourselves, in our role as Highway Authority under Section 178 of the Highways Act 1980, 
legally authorising the running of a charging cable across the footway. The licence fee of 
£349.68 is included within the charge of £1,250 (including VAT) and will be payable to 
ourselves. 

Kerbo Charge charges you £4.99 a month from month 25 to cover all possible repair costs 
(including vandalism); this is necessary because the installations are in the public domain 
and funds must be put aside to pay for any repairs. 

In some rare cases (if you have a particularly complex installation) there could be an 
additional fee to cover installation costs; this will be fully explained to you. 

Currently, you can apply for a £350 central government grant once your EV charging 
channel is installed and you've also installed a home charger. Find out how to apply for the 
electric vehicle chargepoint grant on the government website. 

Do I need planning permission? 

As there are currently no ‘permitted development rights’ for on-street charging points, we 
recommend that you make a planning application. We encourage residents to make the 
switch to electric vehicles. Therefore, as the local planning authority, we will not regard it as 
expedient under current legislation to take enforcement action if an application is not made, 
and instead will issue a letter of comfort as long as all the points in the list below are met 
(should there be a future change in policy this may need to be reviewed): 

• The property has been granted a s178 licence by the highway authority to use an 

approved cross-footway charging solution for the safe carriage of an electric vehicle 

charging cable across the pavement under this pilot. 

https://www.kerbocharge.com/locations
https://www.kerbocharge.com/locations
https://find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/electric-vehicle-chargepoint-grant-for-households-with-on-street-parking-1
https://find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/electric-vehicle-chargepoint-grant-for-households-with-on-street-parking-1


• The electrical outlet must not be used until the approved cross-footway charging 

solution has been installed; the cross-footway solution must not be a temporary 

solution, such as cable covers or mats which can be placed on top of a cable. 

• The electrical outlet and its casing do not overhang the highway or pavement by 

more than 100mm (including any cable plug when plugged into the unit). 

• The criteria of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 

(England) Order 2015 (as amended) are otherwise met; these are currently: 

• For an electrical outlet mounted on a wall for recharging electric vehicles 

(Schedule 2, Part 2, Class D), the outlet and its casing: 

• do not exceed 0.2 cubic metres 

• are not within a site designated as a scheduled monument 

• are not within the curtilage of a listed building 

If you cannot comply with all the points in the list above, the local planning authority may 
regard it as expedient to take enforcement action against you. 

Installation 

The target installation time by Kerbo Charge is within 4 weeks of installation approval by 
ourselves and your payment of the installation fee required. 

Guarantee 

The manufacturer provides a 10-year product guarantee and a 2-year labour guarantee. 
After the charging channel is installed 

What we are doing to make charging more convenient 

We encourage drivers to consider switching to electric or plug-in hybrid vehicles as part of 
our transport strategy (PDF, 12.5MB) and climate action plan to reduce the harms of air 
pollution and cut our city’s carbon footprint. 

We are assisting with the installation of more plug-in vehicle charge points at various new 
locations across Leeds. We are also installing charge points at many council-run car parks. 

Current policies 

Local planning policy requires that most new developments with parking, both residential 
and non-residential, must install vehicle charge points. 

https://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/documents/s226223/Connecting%20Leeds%20Report%20Appendix%201A%20111021.pdf
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/plans-and-strategies/climate-change


We try to avoid locating charge points in places with poor lighting, visibility, or surveillance to 
deter crime and improve public safety. 

Details of all new charge points are added to Zapmap and PlugShare once they go live. 

Future policies 

We are developing a new policy that will provide on-street charging to more users in Leeds. 

We are also supporting work by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority to develop a 
regional strategy for increasing the number of public chargers. These are usually installed by 
commercial partners in locations where people already park such as supermarkets, car 
parks, leisure and retail settings, or in residential areas such as local car parks. 

Find out more about our approach, read the Leeds Electric Vehicle Charge Infrastructure 
Strategy and Action Plan 2022 to 2030 (PDF, 507KB). 

On-street charge points trials 

Leeds City Council has partnered with Believ charging charging to trial the installation of on-
street charge points. We are currently consulting on a number of locations in Leeds where 
parking is available. 

 

https://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/documents/s229404/Climate%20Emergency%20Report%20Appendix%202%20310122.pdf
https://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/documents/s229404/Climate%20Emergency%20Report%20Appendix%202%20310122.pdf
https://www.believ.com/

